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PulteGroup Welcomes Army and Navy
Veteran to New Home in Columbus Through
Built to Honor® Program

On September 4, 2024, the Buckstone Bend Community in Lockbourne, Ohio,

celebrated a special moment as Wendy Ward, a veteran of both the Army National

Guard and Navy, received keys to her new mortgage-free home. PulteGroup's Built to

Honor® program and Operation Homefront made this life-changing gift possible.

The event kicked o� with a parade, featuring vehicles from Old Skool which represented

participating trade partners, local �rst responders, PulteGroup representatives, and the

Ward family. Members of the PulteGroup Columbus team, community leaders,

neighbors, and trade partners lined the route, cheering on the procession.

The ceremony started with a stirring rendition of the National Anthem sung by one of

PulteGroup's sales consultants, Gregg Herbst. A �ag-raising ceremony conducted by

the Franklin County Sheri�'s O�ce and Ohio State Highway Patrol added a patriotic

touch, reminding everyone of the sacri�ces made by veterans like Ward. Afterward,

attendees gathered beneath a large tent – many wearing locally branded Built to Honor

apparel to commemorate the day – to enjoy the ceremony. Speakers included the

mayor of neighboring Obetz, Regan Huneycutt, Chief Development O�cer of

Operation Homefront, Jim Marcero, PulteGroup Columbus Division President, and Ms.

Ward, herself.

One touching moment during the day came when representatives from the local school

presented a card to Ward and her family from her granddaughter’s third-grade class,

demonstrating the community's warm welcome. The highlight of the ceremony was

Jim Marcero presenting Ward with her fully furnished mortgage-free home.
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"I'm overwhelmed and beyond ecstatic," Ward expressed emotionally. "This is beyond

my wildest dreams. I feel like we've been given a do-over... This is a new beginning for

us and a new foundation for our life."

A ribbon-cutting ceremony followed, with Ward, her daughter Haley, grandkids Alanna

and Thalia, Ward’s family and friends, PulteGroup Columbus division leaders, and

veterans welcomed to participate. The reveal was broadcast live, allowing everyone to

witness their joy while virtually going along for the tour as they experienced their new

home for the �rst time. As Ward explored the house, her excitement was palpable,

especially in the kitchen where she exclaimed, they'd be "cooking up a storm."

For the Ward family, this house in Buckstone Bend is more than just a place to live. It's a

symbol of gratitude for her service, a fresh start, and a stable foundation for their

future. "I'm just so grateful," Ward added, summing up the feeling of the day.

About Built to Honor®

For the last decade, PulteGroup’s Built to Honor® program has recognized and thanked

returning military personnel who have been injured during their term of service by

providing mortgage-free homes to veterans and their families. Launched in 2013, the

program has built and donated over 80 homes, gifting more than $30 million in value,

across the country. Built to Honor works in partnership with nonpro�t organizations to

identify veteran candidates. For more information about Built to Honor, go to

builttohonor.org. Follow Built to Honor on Twitter: @BuiltToHonor and

Facebook.com/BuiltToHonor.
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Contact details

Copy link

https://newsroom.pultegroupinc.com/270680-pultegroup-welcomes-army-and-navy-

veteran-to-new-home-in-columbus-through-built-to-honor-program/

About PulteGroup

PulteGroup, Inc. (NYSE: PHM), based in Atlanta, Georgia, is one of America’s largest

homebuilding companies with operations in more than 45 markets throughout the

country. Through its brand portfolio that includes Pulte Homes, Centex, Del Webb,

DiVosta Homes, and John Wieland Homes and Neighborhoods, the company is one of

the industry’s most versatile homebuilders able to meet the needs of multiple buyer

groups and respond to changing consumer demand. PulteGroup’s purpose is building

incredible places where people can live their dreams.

For more information about PulteGroup, Inc. and PulteGroup brands, go to

pultegroup.com; pulte.com; centex.com; delwebb.com; divosta.com; and

jwhomes.com. Follow PulteGroup, Inc. on X: @PulteGroupNews.

Ally Boyle
Manager, Corporate Communications
alexandra.boyle@pultegroup.com
404-464-9060
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