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FENDER® UNVEILS SECOND ARTIST
SIGNATURE SERIES FLEA BASS WITH

RED HOT CHILI PEPPERS BASS PLAYER
ARTIST SIGNATURE SERIES FLEA JAZZ BASS® ACTIVE EMBODIES
FLEA’S BOLD STYLE OF PLAYING BOTH ON-STAGE AND IN THE

STUDIO

HOLLYWOOD, CALIF. (December 4, 2018)—Fender Musical Instruments Corporation

(FMIC) today released the Flea Jazz Bass Active, marking Fender’s second collaboration

with notorious Red Hot Chili Peppers bass player, Flea. This second artist signature bass was

designed to complement Flea’s beloved, vintage-style recording bass – a Shell Pink Flea

Jazz Bass Fender reproduced with him in 2016. The brainchild of Flea and Fender Custom

Shop Master Builder Jason Smith, also a Flea/Red Hot Chili Peppers fan and bass player

himself—this new active model is hyper-modern and represents Flea’s energetic on-stage

preference and style.

“We wanted our second artist signature bass with Flea to complement the Shell Pink Flea

Jazz Bass—a reproduction of his beloved studio bass we recreated with him in 2016,” said

Justin Norvell EVP, Fender Products. “This new active model is a complete 180 from the
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super vintage-style of the first; it’s what Flea plays live on stage and was built to cut through

with punch.”

This American-made, stage-ready active Jazz Bass features an offset alder body offered in

two finishes: Satin Inca Silver and Satin Shell Pink. Following the design of Flea’s favorite on-

stage bass, this model has a smooth and fast Satin Polyurethane neck finish with a matching

headstock; it’s complimented by a 22-fret “C”-shaped maple neck, 12”-16” radius maple

fingerboard, and a 1.6” wide nut. The model is completed with a single, high-output

humbucker with an Aguilar OBP-1 18-volt preamp, which allows this bass to crank out

massive output. It lends those who wield it a loud and dominating presence on the biggest

of stages.

“This bass helps me hear every note crystal clear, it's great in the studio, and it's a really

warm sound with a lot of love in it,” said Flea. “This bass has a lot of character. It's a

workhorse, you know, you can beat it up, and it still rocks.”

Flea is very vocal about music saving his life, involving himself heavily in the Silverlake

Conservatory, a non-profit organization that facilitates music education for all ages.

“Almost all music programs have been cut in Los Angeles public schools – and I was

determined to fill that void and break barriers,” said Flea. “Now at Silverlake Conservatory,

we’ll be able to teach 1,200 kids a week. It is exciting to me that long after I am gone from

this planet, it can still be a music school in the neighborhood. If we care about kids of all

flavors, economic backgrounds, and ethnicities being intelligent, educated, sensitive

people, we need to support education in the arts.”

Fender’s Artist Signature Series models honor popular and iconic musicians through product

progression and storytelling, creating instruments inspired by the unique specifications of

the world’s greatest guitarists and bassists. To view a mini documentary video, featuring

Flea’s second artist signature model and the inspiration behind it, click here. Access a full

product description and specs here. Product photos and shots with Flea and the Flea Jazz

Bass Active are here.

For additional information on new Fender products and to find a retail partner near you,

visit www.fender.com. Join the conversation on social media by following @Fender. Learn
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https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=FyaMrcHY8Ik&feature=youtu.be
https://www.dropbox.com/sh/blvtnc8el485lhj/AACUnW4vCkAXFSeAPeYU_DEha?dl=0
https://www.dropbox.com/sh/618q30p0t8qa4s7/AADGwjUG78WmiAmmXCbn86uea?dl=0
http://www.fender.com/


more about Silverlake Conservatory at www.silverlakeconservatory.org

# # #

Flea Jazz Bass® Active – $1,699.99

It takes a bass of unusual power to keep up with Red Hot Chili Peppers’ bassist Flea’s

hyperkinetic playing style—a bass like the thunderous Flea Jazz Bass Active. Sporting a

custom-shaped Jazz Bass body and a hot Fender humbucking pickup mated to an Aguilar

OBP-1 18-volt preamp, this bass cranks out massive output, perfect for pounding a stadium

with the power of funk. The rock-solid quartersawn maple neck sports a comfortable “C”-

shaped profile that works well for any playing style; the custom-carved heel makes it

effortless to access the upper register. The fast-playing 12-16” compound-radius

fingerboard sports 22 medium jumbo frets and a bone nut for enhanced tuning stability.

Other features include a 4-saddle HiMass™ bridge for enhanced sustain, vintage-style disc

string tree, lightweight vintage-style tuning machines with tapered shafts and 5-bolt

asymmetrical neck plate with custom Flea artwork. Includes vintage-style G&G hardshell

case and Certificate of Authenticity.

ABOUT RED HOT CHILI PEPPERS:

One of the most successful acts in rock history, Red Hot Chili Peppers, which is singer

Anthony Kiedis, bassist Flea, drummer Chad Smith, and guitarist Josh Klinghoffer, have sold

more than 60 million albums, including five multi-platinum LPs, and won six Grammy

Awards, including "Best Rock Album" for Stadium Arcadium, "Best Rock Performance By a

Duo or Group" for "Dani California," "Best Rock Song" for "Scar Tissue," and "Best Hard Rock

Performance With Vocal" for "Give It Away." The band was inducted into the Rock and Roll

Hall of Fame in April 2012. The Red Hot Chili Peppers' latest studio album, The Getaway,

was released on June 17 on Warner Bros. Records and debuted at No. 1 around the world. 

FENDER MEDIA CONTACT:

Christina Stejskal

Head of Communications

Fender Musical Instruments Corp.

Email: CStejskal@fender.com
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CONTACT DETAILS

COPY LINK

https://fender.pr.co/271647-fender-unveils-second-artist-signature-series-flea-bass-with-

red-hot-chili-peppers-bass-player/

ABOUT FENDER

Since 1946, Fender has revolutionized music and culture as one of the world’s leading

musical instrument manufacturers, marketers, and distributors. Fender Musical Instruments

Corporation (FMIC)–whose portfolio of owned and licensed brands includes Fender®,

Squier®, Gretsch® guitars, Jackson®, EVH®, Charvel®, Bigsby®, and PreSonus® – follows a

player-centric approach to crafting the highest-quality instruments and digital experiences

across genres. Since 2015, Fender’s digital arm has introduced a new ecosystem of products

and interactive experiences to accompany players at every stage of their musical journey.

This includes innovative apps and learning platforms designed to complement Fender

guitars, amplifiers, effects pedals, accessories, and pro-audio gear, and inspire players

through an immersive musical experience. FMIC is dedicated to unlocking the power of

musical expression for all players, from beginners to history-making legends. In 2026,

Fender celebrates 80 years of giving artists “wings to fly,” carrying on the vision of its

founder, Leo Fender, and connecting players through a shared love of music.

GLOBAL MEDIA INQUIRIES
Fender Musical Instruments Corporation
press@fender.com
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