
March 1 2022, 10:00 (PST)

FENDER MUSICAL INSTRUMENTS
CORPORATION PRESENTS ‘VOTE
ARTS AND MINDS SESSIONS’ - A

MONTH-LONG DIGITAL CONCERT
SERIES TO RAISE AWARENESS FOR

CALIFORNIA BALLOT MEASURE
VOTE ARTS & MINDS IS A NOVEMBER 2022 BALLOT MEASURE

WHICH WILL PROVIDE ADDITIONAL FUNDING FOR MUSIC AND
ARTS EDUCATION IN CALIFORNIA SCHOOLS - WITHOUT RAISING

TAXES

IN CELEBRATION OF MUSIC IN OUR SCHOOLS MONTH, FROM
MARCH 1 - 31, MUSICIANS WILL LEND THEIR TALENTS TO RAISE
AWARENESS AND GATHER SIGNATURES FOR ‘THE ARTS AND

MUSIC IN SCHOOLS – FUNDING GUARANTEE AND
ACCOUNTABILITY ACT’
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PERFORMERS INCLUDE ORVILLE PECK, MEREBA, 5 SECONDS OF
SUMMER, PALAYE ROYALE, LOCAL NATIVES, DUFF MCKAGAN,

JEREMY RENNER AND MORE

HOLLYWOOD, CALIF. (March 1, 2022) — Today, Fender Musical Instruments Corporation

(FMIC) announced “Vote Arts and Minds Sessions.” The month-long digital concert series

will feature nearly three dozen artists in support of Vote Arts & Minds, an initiative to

educate, drive awareness and advocacy for a California statewide ballot measure

increasing support for arts and music education annually. Starting March 1 and timed to

Music in Our Schools Month, popular artists across a variety of musical genres will perform

hit songs and deliver personal anecdotes about the importance of arts education while

discussing the impact those creative programs had on their career.

Music has been a leading inspiration to all of the artists involved and those who received

instruction from teachers or mentors were provided with the foundation to gain the skills

needed to succeed in their careers. As they look onto the next generation of performers,

these artists have chosen to dedicate their time to raising awareness for a ballot measure

that will provide all students across California, regardless of income, with the same benefits.

To view the digital concert series, fans and supporters can tune in at Fender’s and Flood

Magazine’s YouTube channels. Palaye Royale is kicking off the digital concert today and

their performance can be viewed on both channels.

“We know first-hand the power that access to music and arts has to change lives,” said

Evan Jones, Chief Marketing Officer, at Fender and Co-President of the Fender Play

Foundation. “Our support for this initiative is fully aligned with our Fender Play Foundation

commitment to equip, educate and inspire the next generation. We are extremely grateful

for the artists within the FMIC family lending their voice, sharing their talent and drawing

attention to the impact this measure can have on California’s youth for generations to come.

”

California depends on arts and music educators in public schools to inspire a diverse and

creative group of future talent. Yet, California has dramatically underfunded music and arts

in schools, ranking far behind the national average. The Vote Arts & Minds ballot measure
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is designed to fix this problem by permanently dedicating additional funding to Music &

Arts education in California schools – without raising taxes.

The measure provides for a new funding stream dedicated to arts and music education

equivalent to 1% of the state’s existing K-12 annual investment – generating nearly $900

million in additional annual funding. This measure would provide additional funding for

schools beyond Prop. 98 and is specifically designed to protect existing public education

funding, including Prop. 98 dollars. Every PreK-12 Public School will receive funding, and the

measure provides for an additional allocation to schools that serve low-income students to

address the lack of equitable access to arts and music education. This new funding will

increase the number of arts and music educators in the classroom by more than 50% as well

as increase allocation to schools that serve low-income students, which will help create

more equitable and inclusive access to Music & Arts education. The “Vote Arts and Minds

Sessions” concert aims to help raise awareness for the ballot measure and collect the

additional 623,000 valid signatures needed to qualify the initiative for the November 2022

CA State Ballot.

‘The Arts and Music in Schools – Funding Guarantee and Accountability Act’ (also known as

‘Vote Arts & Minds’)– which was put together by former LAUSD Superintendent, Austin

Beutner, has already gained traction from educators, parents, and high-profile talent and

industry executives in entertainment and music including Dr. Dre, Issa Rae, wil.i.am and

Jimmy Iovine.

“The effort will improve the lives of more than 6 million students in public schools across

California by making sure they have access to Arts and Music education at school,” said

Austin Beutner, Chairman of Californians for Arts and Music in Public Schools and

proponent of the ballot initiative. “We’re grateful for the commitment and support from

Fender along with all of the artists who are joining in the effort.”

Along with playing hit songs, each day during the“Vote Arts and Minds Sessions,” a

different artist or band will provide personal testimonials about their experience in arts and

music education, explain how the ballot will benefit the youth of today and tomorrow, and

encourage registered California voters to support the initiative by signing the ballot’s

petition on VoteArtsandMinds.org.
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Kicking off with Palaye Royale on March 1, the digital concert series boasts an all-star lineup

and includes performances from Orville Peck, Mereba, 5 Seconds of Summer, Local

Natives, Duff McKagan, Jeremy Renner, and more. Follow Fender’s and Flood Magazine’s

social media channels to view upcoming schedules every week.

“I grew up in a public school system in Seattle that was fortified by having music and arts

programs,” said Duff McKagan, bassist for Guns N’ Roses. “Whether it was in band class

or in the rehearsal spaces where I jammed with friends and practiced rock and roll, those

programs created a community that I couldn’t get anywhere else.”

“A well-funded music and arts program provides the opportunity of an endless amount of

self-expression,” said “Riverdale” actor and Motherlover singer-guitarist, Hart Denton.

“Access to music and arts education for students is extremely important and I’m thankful for

the steps Fender is taking to make that possibility a reality for so many incredible

expression-hungry kids.”

“Students need an outlet to explore and expand their creativity without limits, and music

and arts programs are the best space to do that,” said singer-songwriter, Claud. “Being

taught an art form gives those who wish to pursue it, professionally, a huge advantage.

Everyone should have an equal opportunity to learn and grow their passions.”

The artists chosen to participate in the “Vote Arts and Minds Sessions” possess a large,

diverse, and passionate fanbase; participating artists will be asking each and every one of

their fans to show their support for the initiative.

To learn more about how you can support “The Arts and Music in Schools – Funding

Guarantee and Accountability Act,” visit VoteArtsandMinds.org.

For hi-res images, videos, and files, click HERE.

Join the conversation on social media by following @VoteArtsandMind, @Fender, and

@FloodMagazine on Twitter, Instagram and Facebook.

For additional information on new Fender products and to find a retail partner near you,

visit www.fender.com. Join the conversation on social media by following @Fender.
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# # #

ABOUT VOTE ARTS & MINDS:

The Arts and Music in schools measure seeks to increase funding for arts and music

education in PreK-12 public schools statewide - without increasing taxes. It provides a new

funding stream dedicated to arts and music education equivalent to 1% of the state’s existing

K-12 annual investment – generating nearly $900 million more a year in new funding for

arts education programs. The funding from the initiative will cover a wide range of arts and

music education courses that are critical to students’ development, including traditional

music, visual arts and performing arts, computer graphics, animation, coding and costume

design. An additional allocation will be provided to schools that serve low-income students

to address the lack of equitable access to arts and music education.

To Learn More about this effort and sign up for updates and volunteer opportunities, please

visit: www.VoteArtsandMinds.org

FENDER MEDIA CONTACT:

Christina Stejskal

Vice President, Global Communications

Fender Musical Instruments Corp.

CStejskal@Fender.com

Press@Fender.com

CAMPAIGN CONTACT:

Claire Totten

Senior Vice President, Actum for Vote Arts and Minds

ctotten@actumllc.com

FENDER (standard and in stylized form) are trademarks of Fender Musical Instruments

Corporation and/or its affiliates, registered in the U.S. and other countries.

Paid for by Fender Musical Instruments Corporation
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CONTACT DETAILS

COPY LINK

https://fender.pr.co/271739-fender-musical-instruments-corporation-presents-vote-arts-

and-minds-sessions-a-month-long-digital-concert-series-to-raise-awareness-fo/

ABOUT FENDER

Since 1946, Fender has revolutionized music and culture as one of the world’s leading

musical instrument manufacturers, marketers, and distributors. Fender Musical Instruments

Corporation (FMIC)–whose portfolio of owned and licensed brands includes Fender®,

Squier®, Gretsch® guitars, Jackson®, EVH®, Charvel®, Bigsby®, and PreSonus® – follows a

player-centric approach to crafting the highest-quality instruments and digital experiences

across genres. Since 2015, Fender’s digital arm has introduced a new ecosystem of products

and interactive experiences to accompany players at every stage of their musical journey.

This includes innovative apps and learning platforms designed to complement Fender

guitars, amplifiers, effects pedals, accessories, and pro-audio gear, and inspire players

through an immersive musical experience. FMIC is dedicated to unlocking the power of

musical expression for all players, from beginners to history-making legends. In 2026,

Fender celebrates 80 years of giving artists “wings to fly,” carrying on the vision of its

founder, Leo Fender, and connecting players through a shared love of music.

GLOBAL MEDIA INQUIRIES
Fender Musical Instruments Corporation
press@fender.com
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