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FENDER AND FENDER CUSTOM SHOP
HONOR LEGENDARY GUITARIST
MIKE CAMPBELL WITH THE “RED

DOG” TELECASTER® - A TRIBUTE TO
HIS TIMELESS TONE

INSTALLMENT OF FENDER STORIES COLLECTION, THE SIGNATURE
TELECASTER COMES EQUIPPED WITH SIGNATURE HUMBUCKERS,
BF5 BIGSBY TREMOLO AND POWERFUL ONBOARD “DESTRUCT”

BOOST CIRCUIT

ADDITIONALLY, THE FENDER CUSTOM SHOP LIMITED EDITION
MASTERBUILT MIKE CAMPBELL 1972 “RED DOG” TELECASTER IS A

PAINSTAKINGLY CRAFTED RECREATION OF THE ICONIC
TELECASTER AS IT EXISTS NOW WITH EVERY SCRATCH, DENT AND

DING ACCOUNTED FOR

HOLLYWOOD, CALIF. (April 8, 2025) — Today, Fender Musical Instruments Corporation

(FMIC) and the Fender Custom Shop (FCS) introduce the newest member of the ‘Stories

Collection’ family—a series of instruments that pays tribute to iconic Fender guitars and

basses that have been uniquely modified by the legendary artists who played them. Mike
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Campbell, the tasteful and versatile player who is responsible for some of Tom Petty and the

Heartbreakers’ most memorable riffs, has teamed up with Fender and the Custom Shop to

develop the Stories Collection Mike Campbell signature guitars - the Red Dog Telecaster

and FCS Limited Edition Masterbuilt 1972 “Red Dog“ Telecaster—two reproductions of

Campbell’s stunning and heavily modified Telecaster that gives players the opportunity to

create their own sonic identity through the framework of one of rock and pop’s greatest

guitar players.

“Telecasters are the heart and soul of rock and roll music and this one is a beautiful

instrument,” said Mike Campbell. “I could tell The Red Dog was special as soon as I picked it

up. It felt like it was in the right place at just the right time. The humbuckers give it so much

power and such a wide variety of tones while the destruct button really sets it apart from just

about any other tele.”

The tale of the Red Dog Telecaster began when one of Campbell’s former students living in

Florida offered to sell him a guitar. However, after seeing the guitar in question, it became

clear that this was no standard instrument pulled from the rack. Campbell was presented

with a bright red Tele equipped with humbuckers in the neck and middle position, a Bigsby

tremolo and, perhaps the guitar’s most idiosyncratic flourish, an onboard electronic boost

dubbed the “destruct” circuit. As any other lifelong guitar devotee would, Campbell bought

this glorious Frankenstein of an instrument without a moment’s hesitation. The Red Dog was

subsequently used most memorably on the Heartbreaker’s track “Refugee” and is

prominently featured in the song’s music video. All throughout his storied career playing

with Tom Petty, as a session guitarist, alongside Fleetwood Mac and touring the world with

his solo act The Dirty Knobs, this singular Telecaster has been inextricably linked to

Campbell’s career and legacy as one of rock and roll’s finest players.

The Stories Collection Mike Campbell Red Dog Telecaster offers the same level of

craftsmanship and sonic capability at a more accessible price point. The two signature Mike

Campbell humbuckers in the neck and middle position bring a low-end growl and high

octane output that sets it apart from other Telecaster guitars. However, the custom single coil

bridge pickup delivers the caliber of twang that people worldwide associate exclusively with

Tele guitars. A Bigsby B5F tremolo allows players to extenuate riffs and solos with an

additional level of flourish and attitude. Perhaps the Red Dog’s most exciting feature lies
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beneath the surface—the “Destruct” circuit. With the push of a sleek silver button on the

control plate, an added 34 dB of gain can be activated for complete tonal dominance.

“It’s our mission to honor the legacy and sonic character that Mike Campbell has infused

into every note played on his beloved ‘Red Dog’ Telecaster®,” said Justin Norvell, Executive

Vice President of Fender Products. “Every scratch, modification, and battle scar tells a story,

and with these meticulously crafted recreations, we’re giving players everywhere the

chance to channel that same timeless energy and write their own musical history.”

While the Red Dog Telecaster came into his hands already modified, its custom features

were universal and powerful enough to elevate Campbell’s personal playing style and the

same can be said for Fender’s painstakingly detailed and powerfully crafted recreations.

The FCS Limited Edition Masterbuilt 1972 “Red Dog” Telecaster is a jaw dropping

representation of the instrument as it exists today—dings, paint chips, dents and all by FCS’s

Senior Masterbuilder Dennis Galuska. Outfitted with vintage replica Arcane, Inc. pickups

and signature “Destruct” boost circuit wired by Analogman, this custom Telecaster can

achieve the same biting jangle heard on “Refugee.” Features include a flat sawn maple

neck with custom Oval “C” back shape, 7.25” radius fingerboard, 21 vintage upgrade frets,

5-way pickup sector and vintage style Jazzmaster bridge with threaded saddles. Watch

Fender’s latest iteration of its Artist Signature Series, In Conversation with Mike Campbell.

“The ‘Red Dog’ Telecaster® is a testament to how a heavily modified instrument can be both

deeply personal and universally cherished,” said Chase Paul, Director of Product

Development - Fender Custom Shop. “There’s an undeniable magic in an instrument that

evolves alongside its player, and every modification on this guitar serves a purpose,

working together to create something greater than the sum of its parts. Dennis Galuszka

and the Custom Shop dedicated countless hours to faithfully recreating every detail,

bringing players and fans as close to Mike’s legendary Tele® as possible.”

High-resolution artist, lifestyle, and product images of the Stories Collection Mike

Campbell Red Dog Telecaster® can be found HERE.

For technical specs, additional information on new Fender products and to find a retail

partner near you, visit www.fender.com and www.fendercustomshop.com. Join the
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conversation on social media by following @Fender and @FenderCustomShop on

Instagram.

###

Stories Collection Mike Campbell Red Dog Telecaster® ($3,499.99 USD, £2,749 GBP,

€3,299 EUR, $5,899.00 AUD, ¥555,000 JPY) Revered for his tasty rhythms and fiery leads,

Mike Campbell is responsible for many of the iconic hooks from the Tom Petty and the

Heartbreakers catalog. For decades now his faithful Fender guitars have been at the heart

of his trusted formula for award-winning tone.

Campbell bought what became known as the “Red Dog” from a former guitar student in

Florida, complete with Bigsby tremolo and a powerful onboard boost, known as the

“Destruct” circuit. Mike’s iconic 1972 Red Dog Telecaster is featured on the Damn the

Torpedoes track “Refugee” and can be seen in the accompanying music video. The Stories

Collection Mike Campbell “Red Dog” Telecaster features an Heirloom™ nitrocellulose

lacquer “Red Dog Red” finish, 1-piece maple neck with 7.25” radius fingerboard and 21

vintage-style frets as well as an onboard “Destruct” boost circuit. The custom Mike

Campbell Red Dog pickup set features two vintage-style humbuckers and a single-coil

Telecaster bridge pickup, Bigsby B5F tremolo and a custom Red Dog neck plate. Custom

accessories include a vintage-style case, strap, picks and certificate of authenticity.

Unique, versatile and utterly original, The Mike Campbell “Red Dog” Telecaster pays tribute

to a veteran Heartbreaker with a serious knack for writing extraordinary songs and

delivering catchy, captivating and magnificent guitar parts.

Fender Custom Shop Limited Edition Masterbuilt Mike Campbell 1972 “Red Dog”

Telecaster® ($20,000.00 USD, £18,899 GBP, €22,299 EUR, $34,999.00 AUD, ¥3,256,000

JPY) With raw, powerful riffs and explosive leads, Mike Campbell firmly established himself

as one of the greatest guitarists and songwriters in music history—and throughout his

accomplished career, Fender guitars played in integral role in his creative expression. One

of his most noteworthy instruments was his modified three-pickup Telecaster that would

come to be known as the “Red Dog.” Fender Custom Shop Senior Masterbuilder Dennis

Galuszka partnered with Mike to recreate this incredible guitar. From beautifully faded red
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metallic finish to the worn and Bigsby B5 vibrato tailpiece, every nick, ding and scratch was

meticulously replicated to bring this tribute guitar to life. Loaded with vintage replica

Arcane, Inc. pickups and a “Destruct” boost circuit wired by Analogman, this Tele plays,

sounds and feels just like the guitar heard on “Refugee.” Its two-piece select alder body and

custom-shaped, one-piece maple neck feature a well-loved Relic® lacquer finish, while the

hardware is aged to look like it’s been played for the last five decades. Wonderfully unique

and with a storied past, the Limited Edition Masterbuilt Mike Campbell 1972 “Red Dog”

Telecaster is a fitting homage to such an incredibly captivating and inspiring musician.

Other premium features include flat sawn maple neck with custom Oval “C” back-shape,

7.25” (184.1 mm) radius, 21 vintage upgrade (45085) frets, 5-way switch, 3-ply parchment

pickguard, vintage-style Jazzmaster® bridge with threaded steel saddles, vintage-style

“F”-stamped tuning machines, bone nut, two American Vintage ‘65+ string trees with nylon

spacers, deluxe hardshell case, strap and certificate of authenticity.

ABOUT MIKE CAMPBELL

Mike Campbell was a member, architect and co-captain of the Heartbreakers, a band he

co-founded with Tom Petty, whom he met in a Gainesville, Florida carport in 1972. The

Heartbreakers lead guitarist, Campbell co-wrote many of the Tom Petty & The

Heartbreakers hits and also co-produced many of their albums – in addition to penning

songs for Don Henley (“Boys of Summer”), Bob Dylan, Stevie Nicks and playing on records

by Aretha Franklin, Roy Orbison and Johnny Cash. In 2018, Campbell joined Fleetwood

Mac’s World Tour on lead guitar and in 2020, Campbell released Wreckless Abandon, the

first album by The Dirty Knobs, a group that was Campbell’s longtime side project but is now

his primary musical focus. They released their second LP External Combustion in 2022 and

toured the USA, including runs opening for both Chris Stapleton and The Who. Their third

album Vagabonds, Virgins & Misfits is out now on BMG featuring appearances from artists

including Graham Nash, Lucinda Williams, Chris Stapleton and fellow Heartbreaker

Benmont Tench. In additional to Campbell, The Dirty Knobs features fellow Heartbreaker

Steve Ferrone on drums, Chris Holt (Don Henley, The Eagles) on guitar and Lance Morrison

(Don Henley) on bass.

Mike Campbell recently released Heartbreaker, a fast-paced, tender-hearted rock ’n’ roll

memoir for the ages and a New York Times bestseller. Part rags-to-riches story and part
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raucous, seat-of-the-pants adventure, it recounts Campbell’s life and times as lead guitarist

of Tom Petty and the Heartbreakers.

ABOUT FENDER CUSTOM SHOP:

Since 1987, the Fender Custom Shop and its esteemed builders have astounded players and

collectors worldwide with marvels of creativity, ingenuity and artistry. From its humble

Southern California beginnings, the Fender Custom Shop has grown to become the world’s

preeminent maker of highly collectible, custom instruments operating in Corona, Calif.

Known as the “Dream Factory,” the Fender Custom Shop is also home to an honored group

known as the Master Builders – some of the most-skilled luthiers in the world – who craft

Fender’s legendary instruments and push the boundaries of possibility. The distinguished

Master Builders make dream guitars a reality for players – from Eric Clapton, Jeff Beck,

H.E.R. and Jimmy Page to collectors, working professionals and guitar enthusiasts. As the

epicenter of innovation at Fender and the pinnacle of the brand, ideas and production

techniques devised in the Fender Custom Shop for both Masterbuilt and Teambuilt guitars

go on to inspire and influence Fender’s other production line models.

FENDER MUSICAL INSTRUMENTS CORP. MEDIA CONTACT:

Alex Velasquez

PR and Communications Manager

Fender Musical Instruments Corp.

Avelasquez@Fender.com

Press@Fender.com

Fender (standard and stylized), Telecaster, and Tele are trademarks of Fender Musical

Instruments Corporation and/or its affiliates, registered in the U.S. and other countries.

All other product and company names may be trademarks of their respective owners and

may be used herein under license. Use of them does not imply any affiliation with or

endorsement by or of the respective owners.
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CONTACT DETAILS

COPY LINK

https://fender.pr.co/270221-fender-and-fender-custom-shop-honor-legendary-guitarist-

mike-campbell-with-the-red-dog-telecaster-a-tribute-to-his-timeless-tone/

ABOUT FENDER

Since 1946, Fender has revolutionized music and culture as one of the world’s leading

musical instrument manufacturers, marketers, and distributors. Fender Musical Instruments

Corporation (FMIC)–whose portfolio of owned and licensed brands includes Fender®,

Squier®, Gretsch® guitars, Jackson®, EVH®, Charvel®, Bigsby®, and PreSonus® – follows a

player-centric approach to crafting the highest-quality instruments and digital experiences

across genres. Since 2015, Fender’s digital arm has introduced a new ecosystem of products

and interactive experiences to accompany players at every stage of their musical journey.

This includes innovative apps and learning platforms designed to complement Fender

guitars, amplifiers, effects pedals, accessories, and pro-audio gear, and inspire players

through an immersive musical experience. FMIC is dedicated to unlocking the power of

musical expression for all players, from beginners to history-making legends. In 2026,

Fender celebrates 80 years of giving artists “wings to fly,” carrying on the vision of its

founder, Leo Fender, and connecting players through a shared love of music.

GLOBAL MEDIA INQUIRIES
Fender Musical Instruments Corporation
press@fender.com
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