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FENDER® CUSTOM SHOP RELEASES
30TH ANNIVERSARY DOCUMENTARY
FEATURING EIGHT OF THE ORIGINAL

FOUNDING MASTER BUILDERS

‘FENDER CUSTOM SHOP FOUNDERS DESIGN 30TH ANNIVERSARY
DOCUMENTARY' GIVES BEHIND-THE-SCENES LOOK AT THE
WORLD'S FOREMOST GUITAR LUTHIERS CELEBRATING 30 YEARS OF
HISTORY

HOLLYWOOD, CALIF. (MARCH 1, 2017) - In celebration of Fender Custom Shop’s 30™
anniversary milestone, Fender Musical Instruments Corporation (FMIC) releases an

exclusive, 10-minute documentary about the genesis of the renowned Fender Custom Shop

— known as the “Dream Factory.” Told through the eyes of eight trailblazing luthiers who
helped elevate the Custom Shop to worldwide acclaim, the Fender Custom Shop Founders
Design 30" Anniversary Documentary intercuts archival footage and photos alongside

present day interviews with the influential Founding Master Builders who brought the


https://youtu.be/Eg64EIwnbG0

historic shop to life: Michael Stevens, John Page, George Blanda, Fred Stuart, JW. Black,
Mark Kendrick, Alan Hamel and Gene Baker.

The documentary reflects the lifelong passion each Founding Master Builder holds for
Fender and creating guitars. The filmmakers utilized an unfiltered approach to capture
each builder in their purest and most-honest state. The story of Fender Custom Shop now
breathes through the experiences of some of its Founding Master Builders whose one-of-a-
kind handcrafted creations remain as legendary today as the icons who wielded them

throughout history including: Eric Clapton, Bob Dylan and many more.

“The Fender Custom Shop Founders Design 30" Anniversary Documentary allows fans to
experience the Fender Custom Shop story in a way it has never been told - raw and straight
from the source,” said Mike Lewis, Vice President Product Development, Fender Custom
Shop. “We're proud to share the story of Fender Custom Shop as a way to immortalize each

builder’s talent, creativity, and contribution to the overall Fender brand legacy.”

Over the course of one month, the crew filmed footage across three states, visiting John
Page and JW. Black at their home workshops in the Oregon forest and Michael Stevens at
his shop in the picturesque Texas countryside. The remainder of the Founding Master
Builders came together at the present day Fender Custom Shop at Fender’s Corona, Calif.
factory where they reminisced and shared stories from the early days. Henry Diltz, a
legendary rock photographer and partner at the Morrison Hotel Gallery, joined the film
crew to capture portraits of each Founding Master Builder and their Founders Design
anniversary guitars through his lens. What resulted from the filming process was an
unearthing of countless memories, archival photos and video of these Founding Master
Builders, preserving a piece of Fender’s most-valuable history. Chronicling the milestones
and what Fender Custom Shop has come to stand for through the years, the documentary
will take fans on a journey - starting with the early days in Michael Stevens’ garage - and
key successes that took the Shop to the next level, and closing with continuing the legend

and bringing the band of Founding Master Builders back together.

The Fender Custom Shop Founders Design 30" Anniversary Documentary is released in

tandem with Fender Custom Shop’s Founders Design Project: eight guitars, each designed

by one of eight visionary Founding Master Builders featured in the documentary. One of the


http://spotlight.fender.com/newsroom/news/558/

most exclusive and coveted collections in the Shop's history, only 30 units of each design will
be built by a team of artisans at Fender Custom Shop in Corona, Calif. and released

throughout 2017 beginning in March at select dealers.

Additional assets available here:

e Watch the full-length ‘Fender Custom Shop Founders Design 30™ Anniversary
Documentary’

e Watch the documentary trailer

e View high-resolution Founders Design product photos

* View high-resolution Henry Diltz Founding Master Builder portraits

For technical specs, additional information on new Fender Custom Shop and Fender

products and to find a retail partner near you, visit www.fendercom or

www.fendercustomshop.com. Join the conversation on social media by following @Fender

and @Fendercustomshop.
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ABOUT FENDER MUSICAL INSTRUMENTS CORPORATION:

Since 1946, Fender has revolutionized music and culture as one of the world’s leading
musical instrument manufacturers, marketers and distributors. Fender Musical Instruments
Corporation (FMIC), whose portfolio of brands includes Fender®, Squier®, Gretsch® guitars,
Jackson®, EVH® and Charvel®, follows a player-centric approach to crafting the highest
quality instruments and musical solutions across genres. FMIC is dedicated to unlocking the
power of music through electric and acoustic guitars, amplifiers, pro audio, accessories and
digital products that inspire and enable musical expression at every stage, from beginners

to history-making legends.
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