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FENDER® CUSTOM SHOP PASSES
RICH TRADITION TO NEXT

GENERATION
LOS LOBOS PERFORM AT FENDER LEGEND ABIGAIL YBARRA’S

RETIREMENT PARTY IN CELEBRATION OF MORE THAN 50 YEARS OF
SERVICE; YBARRA’S LONGSTANDING APPRENTICE, JOSEFINA
CAMPOS, IS PROMOTED TO CONTINUE TRADITION OF HAND

CRAFTSMANSHIP

CORONA, Calif. (May 2, 2013) – The Fender Custom Shop is both pleased and wistful to

announce that one of its most revered employees, “pickup artist” Abigail Ybarra, is retiring

after more than 50 years in the Fender family. In celebration, Fender arranged for multiple

Grammy Award-winning band Los Lobos to play at her private retirement party with

dozens of her coworkers.

Ybarra came to Fender in 1956 and in 1958 began hand-winding and hand-building guitar

pickups for the fledgling Southern California musical instrument company (pickups convert

string vibrations into electric signals, creating the “voice” of an electric guitar). Ybarra’s

hand-wound pickups have been included in Fender’s most popular instruments from the

late-’50s to today, and were most likely found on instruments played by legends such as Jeff

Beck, Eric Clapton, Jimi Hendrix, Buddy Holly, Stevie Ray Vaughan and countless others.

Her pickups have become highly desirable and sought after by artists and collectors alike.

“Abby is one of the many individuals, like George Fullerton, Freddie Tavares and Forrest

White, who have set our course as a company and leader in our industry,” said Mike Eldred,

Fender Custom Shop Marketing Director. “She has literally ‘set the tone’ for Fender, and we

will continue to carry on her legacy in the Fender Custom Shop.”

Over the past three years, Fender Custom Shop Pickup Specialist Josefina Campos has

been apprenticing under Ybarra, mastering the techniques that only a half-century of
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experience can create. Campos, who has been with Fender since 1991, is more than

prepared to take the torch from Ybarra’s legendary hands.

“Josefina has been part of the Fender Custom Shop for many years now, and she has spent

a good portion of her time winding great-sounding pickups and apprenticing with one of

the best pickup builders in the world,” added Eldred. “We are grateful to add her to an

extraordinary group of Master Builders, and excited to watch her take her place in Fender's

rich history.”

Campos-wound pickups are already in great demand, and the Fender Custom Shop is

planning to include them in select limited instruments and in custom-ordered Master Built

models.

For more information, go to www.fender.com/custom-shop
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ABOUT FENDER

Since 1946, Fender has revolutionized music and culture as one of the world’s leading

musical instrument manufacturers, marketers, and distributors. Fender Musical Instruments

Corporation (FMIC)–whose portfolio of owned and licensed brands includes Fender®,

Squier®, Gretsch® guitars, Jackson®, EVH®, Charvel®, Bigsby®, and PreSonus® – follows a

player-centric approach to crafting the highest-quality instruments and digital experiences

across genres. Since 2015, Fender’s digital arm has introduced a new ecosystem of products

and interactive experiences to accompany players at every stage of their musical journey.

This includes innovative apps and learning platforms designed to complement Fender

guitars, amplifiers, effects pedals, accessories, and pro-audio gear, and inspire players

through an immersive musical experience. FMIC is dedicated to unlocking the power of

musical expression for all players, from beginners to history-making legends. In 2026,

Fender celebrates 80 years of giving artists “wings to fly,” carrying on the vision of its

founder, Leo Fender, and connecting players through a shared love of music.
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