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GRETSCH® ANNOUNCES THE TOM
PETERSSON SIGNATURE BASSES;

ADDS NEW LIMITED EDITION
MODELS

SCOTTSDALE, Ariz. (June 21, 2016) – Gretsch will officially unveil two new Tom Petersson

signature bass models during the Summer NAMM show this week in Nashville, Tenn.

The members of Cheap Trick have reigned as the high priests of hard-rocking U.S. power

pop for more than 40 years, with an influential and infectiously ever-youthful sound. The

band has recorded countless hits, performed over 5,000 shows and recently released their

seventeenth studio album. On April 8, Cheap Trick was inducted into the Rock and Roll Hall

of Fame, solidifying their legendary status and entering a new realm amongst their

inspirational peers.

On the heels of this pinnacle moment, Gretsch is proud to honor the Cheap Trick co-founder

and bassist with the USA CUSTOM SHOP TOM PETERSSON SINGATURE 12-STRING

FALCOM™ BASS and G6136B-TP-AWT TOM PETERSSON SIGNATURE 4-STRING BASS.

BOTH MODELS WILL BE AVAILABLE IN EARLY 2017.

USA CUSTOM SHOP TOM PETERSSON SIGNATURE 12-STRING FALCON™ BASS.

Petersson pioneered the creation of the 12-String bass and has become synonymous with the

unique instrument that heavily impacted the band’s dynamic sound, especially enhancing

their live shows. The Cheap Trick bassist has been playing his custom 12-String prototype

live during the development process, and it has already garnered great admiration and

attention.

“Everywhere I go now with my Gretsch bass, people are in shock,” said Petersson. “That’s

really why Gretsch has always stood out so much because they are like the Cadillac or Rolls
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Royce of guitars. They are the flashiest, coolest looking … You show up with that and people

are like ‘Oh my god! I don’t even care how that thing sounds, that’s the coolest looking

instrument I’ve ever seen.’ But then you plug it in and it’s like, ‘Oh my, whoa, what is going on

here?’ So it’s the best of every world. I couldn’t think of a company I’d rather work with than

Gretsch.”

Stunning in style and utterly seismic in tone, it puts Petersson’s distinctive stamp on the

classic White Falcon Bass design. This first and only Gretsch 12-string bass model is surely

the most powerful Falcon ever. Premium features include a laminated maple body, a 12”-

radius ebony fingerboard with 22 vintage-style frets and mother-of pearl inlays that sits

atop a “C” shaped maple gloss-finished neck, a shorter scale length (30.3") for comfort and

fatter, sweeter tone, dual custom Seymour Duncan® Super’Tron pickups, a specially

designed 12-string Space Control™ bridge and Gretsch “Cadillac” tailpiece, gold hardware

and pickguard, and more.

Available in Vintage White.

G6136B-TP-AWT TOM PETERSSON SIGNATURE 4-STRING BASS

Additionally, Gretsch will offer a traditional 4-string model. The G6136B-TP-AWT features a

laminated maple body, 12”-radius ebony fingerboard with 22 medium jumbo frets and

mother-of pearl inlays, short scale length (30.3”), Adjusto-Matic™ bridge and Gretsch

“Cadillac” tailpiece, gloss-finish maple neck with “U” profile, gold hardware and

pickguard, and more.

Per Petersson’s specifications, the typical bridge pickup has been replaced instead with a

middle pickup (Seymour Duncan® Super’Tron) that pairs with the all-new Rumble’Tron in

the neck pickup for an extra bold statement.

“You can get this big, thick sound if you just want that neck pickup sound but if you want

more clarity, you’ve got that one in the middle – it’s in the perfect position and then the

combination of the two is just great,” noted Petersson. "That’s different than most.”

Available in Aged White.
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PETERSSON WILL MAKE A SPECIAL GUEST APPEARANCE AT THE 2016 SUMMER

NAMM GRETSCH BOOTH FOR A ONE-HOUR AUTOGRAPH SESSION AT 4:30PM ON

THURSDAY, JUNE 23.

Gretsch also introduces two beautiful new limited edition models to the lineup.

G6112TCB-WF LIMITED EDITION FALCON™ CENTER BLOCK JR. WITH BIGSBY®

With style and feel as pure as its Vintage White finish, the G6112TCB-WF LIMITED EDITION

FALCON™ CENTER BLOCK JR. WITH BIGSBY combines vintage Falcon power with

modern Gretsch sound and playability. Its smaller 14” center block body design is only 1.75”

deep and enables snarling high-gain power while offering remarkable ergonomic comfort

and control. Dual TV Jones® TV Classic pickups deliver pure Gretsch power, with

“Squeezebox” paper-in-oil capacitors under the hood for even smoother vintage tone. It

also includes a no-load tone control for smoother tonal taper while unleashing full-throttle

Filter’Tron™ power, the classic Falcon “vertical winged” headstock logo, and a String-Thru

Bigsby® tailpiece.

® 

Available August 2016.

6120T-59CAR LIMITED EDITION NASHVILLE® WITH BIGSBY®

Stunning in look and sound, the 6120T-59CAR LIMITED EDITION NASHVILLE® WITH

BIGSBY® takes a classic 1959 Gretsch design and mods it in supremely cool style. The

gorgeous Candy Apple Red finish is complemented by a matching headstock and aged

binding. Dual TV Jones® TV Classic pickups deliver pure Gretsch power, with red inserts that

match the body finish and "Squeezebox” paper-in-oil capacitors under the hood for even

smoother vintage tone. The G6120T-59CAR also includes a rosewood fingerboard (with

aged inlays) and pinned bridge for warmer, silkier tone, and a String-Thru Bigsby®

tailpiece.

 

Available August 2016.

For more information, visit www.gretschguitars.com
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# # #

ABOUT GRETSCH: With roots in the past while maintaining an eye to the future—from the

cavernous clubs of Liverpool to the main stage headliner at Coachella, Gretsch has been

the voice of inspiration, personal expression and musical invention. It’s no accident that the

sound of a Gretsch has been heard loud and proud on some of the most pivotal recordings

ever created. The instrument of choice for musical revolutionaries due to their rich, full

sound, smooth playability and boldly classic visual style, Gretsch and rock ‘n’ roll have been

—and always will be—inseparable partners.
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CONTACT DETAILS

COPY LINK

https://fender.pr.co/271154-gretsch-announces-the-tom-petersson-signature-basses-adds-

new-limited-edition-models/

ABOUT FENDER

Since 1946, Fender has revolutionized music and culture as one of the world’s leading

musical instrument manufacturers, marketers, and distributors. Fender Musical Instruments

Corporation (FMIC)–whose portfolio of owned and licensed brands includes Fender®,

Squier®, Gretsch® guitars, Jackson®, EVH®, Charvel®, Bigsby®, and PreSonus® – follows a

player-centric approach to crafting the highest-quality instruments and digital experiences

across genres. Since 2015, Fender’s digital arm has introduced a new ecosystem of products

and interactive experiences to accompany players at every stage of their musical journey.

This includes innovative apps and learning platforms designed to complement Fender

guitars, amplifiers, effects pedals, accessories, and pro-audio gear, and inspire players

through an immersive musical experience. FMIC is dedicated to unlocking the power of

musical expression for all players, from beginners to history-making legends. In 2026,

Fender celebrates 80 years of giving artists “wings to fly,” carrying on the vision of its

founder, Leo Fender, and connecting players through a shared love of music.

GLOBAL MEDIA INQUIRIES
Fender Musical Instruments Corporation
press@fender.com
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