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AARASH DARROODI APPOINTED
FENDER PLAY FOUNDATION™
PRESIDENT

HOLLYWOOD, Calif. (August 18, 2022) — Fender Musical Instruments Corporation (FMIC)

today announced the appointment of Aarash Darroodi as the new President of Fender Play,
Foundation (FPF), the brand's 501(c)(3) public charitable organization. Darroodi succeeds
Co-Presidents Evan Jones, CMO and Ed Magee, EVP Operations who have moved to new
roles on FPF's Board of Directors. Effective immediately, Darroodi will be supporting the
organization in its mission to expand access to music education, putting instruments into the

hands of students and empowering self-expression using the power of music.

"We are fortunate to have worked alongside Aarash for many years, most notably as we
developed the Fender Play Foundation," said Evan Jones, CMO and Ed Magee, Fender EVP
of Operations. “We are thrilled to see him take his personal commitment into the role as
president to further our mission to equip, educate and inspire the next generation. A

seasoned leader across the FMIC organization and legal industry, Darroodi’s extensive


https://www.fender.com/
https://fenderplayfoundation.org/

knowledge, deep understanding of the Foundation and vast cultural expertise will provide

invaluable support to make music education accessible to all.”

In his current role as Executive Vice President and General Counsel, Darroodi is responsible
for all global legal matters across FMIC - whose portfolio of owned and licensed brands
includes Fender®, Squier®, Gretsch®, Jackson®, EVH®, Charvel®, Bigsby® and PreSonus® -
including mergers and acquisitions, compliance, litigation, intellectual property, corporate

governance, advocacy and risk management. In addition, Darroodi serves as an officer on

the Board of Directors for FMIC.

“I'm honored to step into the role as President of the Fender Play Foundation and continue
the great work that was started by its incredibly dedicated team,” said Darroodi. “Music is a
universal language that empowers creativity, community-building, and self-expression and
through the Fender Play Foundation, we aim to place instruments in the hands of youth who
aspire to become the next generation of influential artists. We are committed more than
ever to building upon our original mission and expanding the program so that thousands of

new students — across Los Angeles and beyond - can experience the joy of music.”

The centerpiece of Fender Play Foundation is its music education partnership within two key
programs with Los Angeles Unified School District (LAUSD), the 2nd largest school district in
the US. The virtual middle school music enrichment program provides equipment
donations, a teacher-led curriculum with access to the Fender Play® app and artist
experiences. The elementary school ukulele program, supported and championed by Billie
Eilish and her brother, FINNEAS, provides instruments and weekly in-school music
instruction at 10 schools in Highland Park with the goal of creating a robust 3rd - 8th grade
music pathway for nearly 2,500 students over the next 3 years. Fender Play Foundation
launched in Los Angeles in 2019 and has since placed instruments and Fender Play® app
subscriptions in the hands of more than 10,000 students, donating over $1 million in
resources and equipment. The goal is to give more than 35,000 students the opportunity to

learn a new instrument by the end of 2025.

Headshot and bio for Aarash Darroodi available here.


https://www.dropbox.com/sh/ywmq0uqntjdkqib/AABT6rihAAVJqHIj2XzzmpDka?dl=0

For technical specs, additional information on new Fender products and to find a retail

partner near you, visit www.fender.com. Join the conversation on social media by following

@Fender.

#H#

ABOUT FENDER PLAY FOUNDATION™:

Established in 2019, Fender Play Foundation (FPF) is a 501(c)(3) public charitable
organization on a mission to equip, educate and inspire the next generation of players
through music. Fender Play Foundation places instruments in the hands of youth who aspire
to play and reap the powerful benefits of music education, including enhanced cognitive
function, improved creativity and confidence and better mental health and emotional
stability and higher test scores and academic achievement. Operating under the belief that
music is a universal language that empowers self-expression and community-building
everywhere, Fender Play Foundation prioritizes its music education partnership with Los
Angeles Unified (LAUSD), the 2nd largest school district in the U.S., reaching over 10,000
students. FPF’s programs are breaking new ground as sustainable, scalable and innovative

models for music education.

ABOUT FPF PROGRAMS:

The centerpiece of Fender Play Foundation is its music education partnership with Los
Angeles Unified (LAUSD), the 2nd largest school district in the U.S., reaching over 10,000
students. The virtual middle school music enrichment program provides equipment
donations, a teacher-led curriculum with access to the Fender Play® app, and artist
experiences. The elementary school ukulele program in partnership with Grammy winners
Billie Eilish and FINNEAS provides instruments and weekly in-school music instruction at 10
schools in Highland Park with the goal of creating a robust 3rd-8th grade music pathway for

nearly 2,500 students over 3 years.
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are trademarks of Fender Musical Instruments Corporation and/or its affiliates, some of

which are registered in the U.S. and other countries.



ABOUT FENDER

Since 1946, Fender has revolutionized music and culture as one of the world’s leading
musical instrument manufacturers, marketers, and distributors. Fender Musical Instruments
Corporation (FMIC)-whose portfolio of owned and licensed brands includes Fender®,
Squier®, Gretsch® guitars, Jackson®, EVH®, Charvel®, Bigsby®, and PreSonus® - follows a
player-centric approach to crafting the highest-quality instruments and digital experiences
across genres. Since 2015, Fender’s digital arm has introduced a new ecosystem of products
and interactive experiences to accompany players at every stage of their musical journey.
This includes innovative apps and learning platforms designed to complement Fender
guitars, amplifiers, effects pedals, accessories, and pro-audio gear, and inspire players
through an immersive musical experience. FMIC is dedicated to unlocking the power of
musical expression for all players, from beginners to history-making legends. In 2026,
Fender celebrates 80 years of giving artists “wings to fly,” carrying on the vision of its

founder, Leo Fender, and connecting players through a shared love of music.
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