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LEICA CAMERA, FENDER CUSTOM
SHOP COLLABORATE WITH
LEGENDARY “THE POLICE"”

GUITARIST TO UNVEIL LEICA M
MONOCHROM “SIGNATURE"
CAMERA AND ANDY SUMMERS
MONOCHROME STRAT® SET

LIMITED TO 50 PIECES WORLDWIDE, THE STRIKING SET
ENCAPSULATES A PERFECT MARRIAGE OF TWO INSTRUMENTS OF
PERFORMANCE AND VISUAL ART: GUITAR AND CAMERA

Hollywood, Calif. (September 17, 2019)—A flawless union of supreme craftsmanship, rock
‘n’ roll and photography comes to life with the introduction of Leica and Fender Custom
Shop's limited-edition camera-Stratocaster® guitar pairing. Created in collaboration with
Andy Summers, an accomplished photographer, former member of the Grammy® award-
winning, Rock and Roll Hall of Fame-inducted band The Police and one of the greatest

guitarists in the world, the LEICA M MONOCHROM “Signature” camera and Fender



Custom Shop Andy Summers Monochrome Strat® represent a striking synergy of music and

photography.

A true virtuoso of his craft, Summer’s latest album, Triboluminescence, showcases his
versatile abilities to perform remarkably with an array of instruments including the guitar,
bass, drums, banjo, keyboards and more. A true renaissance man, Summers can stay in-
tune with both musical and photographic instruments, as well. A world-class Leica
photographer, Summers has worked with photography for 36 years, even developing a

number of books and exhibitions to showcase his work.

Mirroring Leica’s dedication to unparalleled craftsmanship, well-known manufacturer of
stringed instruments and amplifiers, Fender, as well as the Custom Shop, have a long

tradition of building signature guitars as a tribute to some of the world’s greatest musicians.

“Art and creativity take many forms and Andy Summers has wed two of his passions
throughout his career - music and photography, said Justin Norvell, EVP Fender Products.
“Touring the world as a musician enabled a wealth of experiences and moments to occur
that he captured beautifully, and now for Fender and Leica to team up with Andy and fuse
the both visual and the sonic realms together has been inspiring to say the least. A lot of

work went into this collection, and it’s unlike anything we've done before.”

A work of art—in partnership with Leica Camera—the Andy Summers Monochrome Strat is
a celebration of the arts that inspire him. Crafted by Fender Custom Shop Masterbuilder
Dennis Galuszka, this Strat is custom-wrapped with a collage of monochrome photos taken
by Summers with his Leica M cameras. Combining the two worlds of photography and
music, this collaborative effort showcases his photos, as well as the masterful craftsmanship
and style that can only be found in the Fender Custom Shop. The two-piece select alder
body wears a NOS urethane finish while the strong, stable one-piece riftsawn maple neck
has a comfortable “63 C”- shaped profile. The 7.25”-radius fingerboard features 21
medium-vintage frets, along with a red camera dot inlay at the 15th fret. The trio of hand-
wound Custom Shop ‘60s Strat pickups have authentic Fender tone, are connected via
Vintage Modified #2 wiring and controlled with cool, Leica-style volume and tone knobs.
Other features include Summer’s signature engraved on the neck plate, a custom Clear

pickguard and back plate, an American Vintage synchronized tremolo, bone nut and wing



string tree. It also includes a deluxe hardshell case, custom strap and Certificate of

Authenticity.

To honor Summer’s work, and as a complement to the guitar, Leica created the LEICA M
MONOCHROM “Signature.” The limited-edition camera features intricate design elements
from the Andy Summers Monochrome Strat, such as a leatherette that matches a collage
from Summer’s legendary photo collection that also appears on the guitar and a thin red
line engraving running along the side of the entire body. On the other hand, the guitar
includes features of the camera, including the silver operation elements. The finished

products are a true reflection of the epitome of thoughtful design expertise.

“I couldn’t be more thrilled to have the opportunity to work with two leading producers of
two fundamental instruments | hold close to my heart, Leica Camera and Fender Custom
Shop,” Summers said. “After all these years of being obsessed with photography and the
guitar, | now have the two things together for the first time. I've always thought of my
photographic experience as tearing pages from a book and then reshuffling the results into
a new visual syntax, and the collage-forward design of the LEICA M MONOCHROM

“Signature” is the physical embodiment of just that.”

“This Stratocaster guitar is also very inspiring,” he added. “The really incredible thing the
Fender Custom Shop had to pull off was getting my photo collage on the guitar body. | still
don’t know how they did it! A lot of photographs on here are personal ones, and there are a
couple of pictures of Sting and Stewart to keep it in the family. In a way, it's

autobiographical, because these pictures span many years.”

The photo collage that appears on both the camera and Andy Summers Monochrome Strat
highlights stunning photographs from Summers'’s collection including a man walking his
horse into the ocean captured from a small boat in Montserrat, a striking photo of hooded
individuals captured amongst rain and mist on Yellow Mountain in China, as well as an
image of celebratory balloons that landed before Summer’s encore at a concert. “As a
hard-core, life-long Police fan it was so fun to see all of these great photos,” said Fender
Custom Shop Master Builder Dennis Galuszka. “Then the reality hit me, and | thought ‘how
on Earth am | going to cover a Stratocaster with belly and arm cuts with all of these photos,

but it worked out!”



Coupled with a glossy paint finish, silver chrome operational elements and a gorgeous red
line engraving of Summer’s signature, the camera is truly a sight to behold. The set is
complete with a Leica Summicron-M f/2 35mm ASPH. lens adorned with a vintage round
lens hood, a Fender guitar-inspired camera strap and an OBERWETH leather black system
bag.

The LEICA M MONOCHROM “Signature,” limited to 50 worldwide, is on sale now at Leica

Stores and Boutiques (check_www.leicacamerausa.com for pricing). The_Fender Custom

Shop Andy Summers Monochrome Strat® is priced at $12,500 and is available at

Authorized Showcase Dealers. The camera and guitar are sold separately.

Watch a video of Andy Summers playing “Message In A Bottle,” while he talks about his

signature Stratocaster and Leica camera. Please find high-resolution lifestyle and product
images of the LEICA M MONOCHROM “Signature” and Andy Summers Monochrome
Strat®_here. Join the conversation on social media by following @Fender and

@Fendercustomshop on Instagram.

###

ABOUT LEICA CAMERA:

Leica represents a union of craftsmanship, design and experience. It is a beautiful collision
of art and engineering, and the future of form and functionality. Leica Camera is an
internationally operating, premium-segment manufacturer of cameras and sport optics
products. The legendary status of the Leica brand is founded on a long tradition of
excellence in the supreme quality and performance of cameras and lenses, and the iconic
images that artists and photojournalists everywhere captured with them. For more

information about Leica visit www.leicacamerausa.com, or follow the brand on_Facebook,

Instagram and Twitter.

ABOUT FENDER CUSTOM SHOP:

Since 1987, the Fender Custom Shop and its esteemed builders have astounded players and
collectors worldwide with marvels of creativity, ingenuity and artistry. From its humble
Southern California beginnings, the Fender Custom Shop has grown to become the world’s
preeminent maker of highly collectible, custom instruments operating in Corona, Calif.
Known as the “Dream Factory,” the Fender Custom Shop is also home to an honored group
known as the Master Builders — some of the most-skilled luthiers in the world - who craft

Fender’s legendary instruments and push the boundaries of possibility. The distinguished


http://www.leicacamerausa.com/
http://www.leicacamerausa.com/
http://www.fendercustomshop.com/features/andy-summers/
http://www.fendercustomshop.com/features/andy-summers/
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=qprOGSJL6DQ&feature=youtu.be
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https://www.dropbox.com/sh/9532wawrpsq00y5/AAAn5rRhBwNyBrZEDK2MumQMa?dl=0
https://www.dropbox.com/sh/9532wawrpsq00y5/AAAn5rRhBwNyBrZEDK2MumQMa?dl=0
http://www.leicacamerausa.com/
https://www.facebook.com/LeicaCameraUSA/
https://www.facebook.com/LeicaCameraUSA/
https://www.instagram.com/leicacamerausa/
https://twitter.com/leicacamerausa

Master Builders make dream guitars a reality for players - from Eric Clapton, Jeff Beck,
H.E.R. and Jimmy Page to collectors, working professionals and guitar enthusiasts. As the
epicenter of innovation at Fender and the pinnacle of the brand, ideas and production
techniques devised in the Fender Custom Shop for both Masterbuilt and Teambuilt guitars

go on to inspire and influence Fender’s other production line models.
LEICA MEDIA CONTACT:

M Booth PR: Leica@mbooth.com / 212-481-7000

FENDER MEDIA CONTACT:

Christina Stejskal

Head of Global Communications, PR & Social Media Strategies
Fender Musical Instruments Corp.

CStejskal@Fender.com
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ABOUT FENDER

Since 1946, Fender has revolutionized music and culture as one of the world’s leading
musical instrument manufacturers, marketers, and distributors. Fender Musical Instruments
Corporation (FMIC)-whose portfolio of owned and licensed brands includes Fender®,
Squier®, Gretsch® guitars, Jackson®, EVH®, Charvel®, Bigsby®, and PreSonus® - follows a
player-centric approach to crafting the highest-quality instruments and digital experiences
across genres. Since 2015, Fender’s digital arm has intfroduced a new ecosystem of products
and interactive experiences to accompany players at every stage of their musical journey.
This includes innovative apps and learning platforms designed to complement Fender
guitars, amplifiers, effects pedals, accessories, and pro-audio gear, and inspire players
through an immersive musical experience. FMIC is dedicated to unlocking the power of
musical expression for all players, from beginners to history-making legends. In 2026,
Fender celebrates 80 years of giving artists “wings to fly,” carrying on the vision of its

founder, Leo Fender, and connecting players through a shared love of music.
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