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Fender partners with four-time
Grammy-winning singer-songwriter

Jason Isbell to create Signature
Telecaster®, inspired by his favorite

Tele® guitars
AS THE LATEST COLLABORATION TO JOIN FENDER’S RENOWNED
ARTIST SIGNATURE SERIES, JASON ISBELL CUSTOM TELECASTER®
RECREATES HIS MUSICAL JOURNEY FROM ADOLESCENCE TO HIS

RETURN TO THE STAGE

HOLLYWOOD, CALIF. (MAY 11, 2021) - Fender Musical   Instruments Corporation (FMIC)

today released the Jason Isbell Custom Telecaster®, marking Isbell’s first collaboration with

the iconic guitar brand as part of its Artist Signature Series. The four-time Grammy award

winning singer-songwriter worked closely with Fender on the design, ensuring his signature

Telecaster® came equipped with all of the same modifications - even his known Road
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Worn® markings - that the Americana guitarist has sought out for touring and recording

throughout the years.

“This collaboration with Fender is huge for me. I’ve owned and played Fender guitars since I

was 12 years old and I consider their instruments to be a big part of my musical journey,”

said Jason Isbell. “I wanted to create a road-worn version of my go-to Telecaster® guitar

because you can enjoy the instrument without worrying so much about scratching it up!

When I was a kid and got my brand-new Fender [guitar] for Christmas, just holding the

thing terrified me until it had a few dings and scratches on it. Then I felt more comfortable

with it.”

Known for his impressive guitar chops, incisive lyrics and powerful voice, Jason Isbell has

emerged as a leading face of the Americana movement – a dynamic blend of traditional

roots music and modern rock. His collaboration with Fender aims to provide fans with the

same songwriting and playing tool that has led him to pioneer this intersection and define

an entire genre of music. Mentored by the legendary late John Prine, Isbell’s highly sought-

after sound was used to inspire Bradley Cooper's character in A Star Is Born, and he’s lent

his talents to groups like Drive-By Truckers and The 400 Unit in addition to his prolific solo

career.

“Jason Isbell writes and plays music for the soul of America, blending the sounds that have

defined country music for decades with his unique genre-bending take on soul, blues and

rock,” said Justin Norvell, EVP Fender Products. “We worked closely with Jason to recreate

the ultimate road-worn version of his custom Telecaster® for fans looking to emulate his

celebrated, award-winning sound. This design is actually a combination of his favorite Tele

guitars he’s played throughout his career, this one being the best yet. The result is a

gorgeous, vintage-inspired instrument, with a double-bound ‘59-style Telecaster® custom

body, 21- fret rosewood fingerboard and modifications throughout, including Jason Isbell

pickups designed specifically to emulate his sound.”

The Jason Isbell Custom Telecaster® is visually striking – the Chocolate Sunburst pops

against the cream double-binding of the ‘59-style Telecaster® Custom body while Fender’s

Road Worn® aging process gives it the look and feel of a well-used instrument. The vintage-

inspired mid-’60s “C”-shaped maple neck and 21-fret rosewood fingerboard combine with
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the sparkling, fiery tones of the custom Jason Isbell Telecaster® guitar Pickups, designed by

in-house Fender tone guru Tim Shaw. The chicken-pickin’ playability of the modified bridge

creates a guitar that has an elegant vintage style to match its stunning classic tone.

Isbell adds, “I chose this guitar to re-create because I’ve put it to the test and it’s really

proven itself. I love the look, the sound and the playability of my custom Telecaster.® It truly

stays in tune and I can’t wait for guitarists everywhere to give it a try.”

In addition to the launch of Isbell’s signature Telecaster®, six of his hit songs have joined

Fender Play®, the complete learning app for guitar, bass and ukulele. Fans around the

world can start their musical journey and play their very own Jason Isbell Custom

Telecaster® while learning his songs, including If It Takes A Lifetime, Overseas, If We Were

Vampires, Hope the High Road, Last of My Kind and 24 Frames.

In true tradition, the Fender® Artist Signature Series honors iconic musicians through

product progression and storytelling, creating instruments inspired by the unique

specifications of the world’s greatest guitarists and bassists. From Drive-By Truckers and The

400 Unit to his GRAMMY®-winning solo work, Jason Isbell has emerged as a leading voice

in the Americana movement. Learn more about Fender’s first ever collaboration with Jason

Isbell as he talks songwriting and his Signature Telecaster.

Fender also highlights Isbell’s new signature model in an episode of Fender’s serialized

social video series, Fender Demos™. Fender DemosTM is an educational video series

focused on providing a deep dive into Fender’s newest products showcasing not only the

key features and benefits but also the sonic quality of Fender’s instruments, amplifiers and

pedals. In addition to product demos, the series also provides valuable beginner,

intermediate and advanced tone tips, set-up and maintenance guides and insights to

getting the most out of your Fender® gear. Watch the episode here.

Additional information on the Jason Isbell Custom Telecaster® and product descriptions

available here. Product photos and images of Jason Isbell with his signature Telecaster® can

be found here.
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For technical specs, additional information on new Fender products and to find a retail

partner near you, visit www.fender.com. Join the conversation on social media by following

@Fender.

###

JASON ISBELL CUSTOM TELECASTER® - ($1,499.99 USD, £1,339.00, €1,499.00, $2,799.00

AUD, ¥195,000 JPY)

Instantly recognizable for his incisive lyrics, powerful voice and blistering guitar chops,

Grammy-Award winning Jason Isbell has established himself firmly at the front of the

Americana movement. The visually striking Jason Isbell Custom Telecaster® features a

Chocolate Sunburst whilst the Fender Road Worn® aging process gives it the authentic look

and feel of a well-loved instrument. Meanwhile, the vintage-inspired mid-‘60s “C”-shaped

maple neck and 21-fret rosewood fingerboard make for sparkling, fiery tones associated

with his unique blend of traditional roots music and modern rock - a guitar that sounds and

plays as good as it looks. The Telecaster® is double-bound, a unique and premium feature

at this price point.

ABOUT JASON ISBELL:

Jason Isbell has established himself as one of the most respected and celebrated

songwriters of his generation. The North Alabama native possesses an incredible penchant

for identifying and articulating some of the deepest, yet simplest, human emotions, and

turning them into beautiful poetry through song. Isbell sings of the everyday human

condition with thoughtful, heartfelt, and sometimes brutal honesty. Isbell broke through in

2013 with the release of Southeastern. His next two albums, Something More Than Free

(2015) and The Nashville Sound (2017), won Grammy Awards for Best Americana Album &

Best American Roots Song. Isbell's song "Maybe It's Time" was featured in the 2019 reboot of

A Star Is Born. His latest full-length, Reunions (2020), is a critically-acclaimed collection of

ten new songs that showcases an artist at the height of his powers and a band fully charged

with creativity and confidence. In April of 2021, it was announced that Isbell would make his

acting debut in the upcoming Martin Scorsese film, Killers of the Flower Moon.

ABOUT FENDER MUSICAL INSTRUMENTS CORPORATION:
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Since 1946, Fender has revolutionized music and culture as one of the world’s leading

musical instrument manufacturers, marketers and distributors. Fender Musical Instruments

Corporation (FMIC) whose portfolio of owned and licensed brands includes Fender®,

Squier®, Gretsch® guitars, Jackson®, EVH®, Charvel® and Bigsby® follows a player-centric

approach to crafting the highest quality instruments and digital experiences across genres.

Since 2015, Fender’s digital arm has introduced a new eco-system of products and

interactive experiences to accompany players at every stage of their musical journey. This

includes innovative apps and learning platforms designed to complement Fender guitars

,amplifiers, effects pedals, accessories and pro audio gear, and inspire players through an

immersive musical experience. FMIC is dedicated to unlocking the power of musical

expression for all players, from beginners to history making legends. In 2021, Fender

celebrates 75 years of giving artists "wings to fly," carrying on the vision of its founder, Leo

Fender, and connecting players through a shared love of music.

JASON ISBELL MEDIA CONTACT:

Traci Thomas

TT Management

Traci@ttmgmt.net

FENDER MEDIA CONTACT:

Christina Stejskal

Vice President, Global Communications

Fender Musical Instruments Corp.

CStejskal@Fender.com

Press@Fender.com

FENDER, TELECASTER, TELE, FENDER PLAY and ROAD WORN are trademarks of Fender

Musical Instruments Corporation and/or its affiliates, registered in the U.S. and other

countries. FENDER DEMOS is a trademark of Fender Musical Instruments Corporation

and/or its affiliates.

All other product and company names may be trademarks of their respective owners. Use

of them does not imply any affiliation with or endorsement by or of them.

Page 5 of 6

mailto:Traci@ttmgmt.net


CONTACT DETAILS

COPY LINK

https://qa.fendergarage.com/newsroom/272118-fender-partners-with-four-time-grammy-

winning-singer-songwriter-jason-isbell-to-create-signature-telecaster-inspired-by-his-

favorite-t/

GLOBAL MEDIA INQUIRIES
Fender Musical Instruments Corporation
press@fender.com
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