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JACKSON® WELCOMES SLIPKNOT'’S
MICK THOMSON

Slipknot guitarist Mick Thomson joins the Jackson family

SCOTTSDALE, Ariz. (July 1, 2016) - Jackson is proud to announce a forceful new addition to
its stellar artist roster in Slipknot lead guitarist Mick Thomson. Thomson'’s arrival heralds the

induction of one of metal’s most successful and revered players into the Jackson fold.

“Jackson is exceptionally honored to have Mick Thomson joining our family,” states Artist
Relations Manager Mike Taft. “His game changing, take-no-prisoners approach to metal
guitar has influenced countless musicians worldwide, which makes him an ideal
ambassador for the Jackson brand. As Slipknot continues to build on their metal legacy, we
look forward to working closely with Mick to provide him the instruments he needs to deliver

both on stage and in the studio.”

Thomson’s black hole-heavy de-tuned guitar sound has been an integral part of Slipknot for
more than two decades. With over 16 million records/videos sold and an impressive stream
of ongoing sold-out worldwide tours, the Grammy award-winning, multi-platinum band

continues to be a dominant force in modern metal music.
Thomson provided the following statement about joining Jackson:

“I'm immensely proud to be a part of the Jackson family. | grew up in awe of the few Custom
Shop instruments that came in to my local guitar shop in my early teens. They hung behind
the counter, away from the rest of the inventory. They seemed to cost more than | thought |
could ever afford. To have one then, would have been a dream. After saving for several

years after high school, | was finally able to take out a loan and placed an order for a



custom King V. It was my perfect guitar. Charcoal metallic grey, black hardware, Floyd Rose
tremolo, shark tooth inlays and an active pickup circuit. | used it for everything up to, and
including, our first record. | cherished it too much to bring on tour and risk damage or theft,

and that's where we parted ways for a while (but never being out of reach at home).

“I'm very excited to be playing the guitars | loved so much growing up and getting to work
with the master builders that make up the Jackson Custom Shop is amazing. They were the

original company that would make you whatever you wanted, all to your specs.

“And they still do. My new custom Double Rhoads and Soloist models are incredible. They

sound massive. Every detail is perfection. I'm proud to be here.”

Thomson can be seen playing his new custom Jackson instruments during Slipknot’s current
tour, which marks the last run of dates to support 2014’s critically-acclaimed .5: The Gray

Chapter. Visit http://www.slipknotl.com/events for tour info.

For more information about Jackson and to find a dealer near you, go to

www.jacksonguitars.com.
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About Jackson: Jackson began back in the late 1970s, when heavy music experienced a
flamboyant and virtuosic resurgence in popularity and a small Southern California guitar
repair shop became the epicenter of a new level of shred-approved excellence. Ever since
then, Jackson guitars have been universally lauded as the metal guitars; the shred
machines—highly original high-performance instruments of distinctive style and formidable
substance. From metal’s chart-topping peaks to its darkest recesses, for discerning guitarists

all over the globe, Jackson is the only way to go.
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ABOUT FENDER

Since 1946, Fender has revolutionized music and culture as one of the world’s leading
musical instrument manufacturers, marketers, and distributors. Fender Musical Instruments
Corporation (FMIC)-whose portfolio of owned and licensed brands includes Fender®,
Squier®, Gretsch® guitars, Jackson®, EVH®, Charvel®, Bigsby®, and PreSonus® - follows a
player-centric approach to crafting the highest-quality instruments and digital experiences
across genres. Since 2015, Fender’s digital arm has intfroduced a new ecosystem of products
and interactive experiences to accompany players at every stage of their musical journey.
This includes innovative apps and learning platforms designed to complement Fender
guitars, amplifiers, effects pedals, accessories, and pro-audio gear, and inspire players
through an immersive musical experience. FMIC is dedicated to unlocking the power of
musical expression for all players, from beginners to history-making legends. In 2026,
Fender celebrates 80 years of giving artists “wings to fly,” carrying on the vision of its

founder, Leo Fender, and connecting players through a shared love of music.
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