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FENDER® CUSTOM SHOP
INTRODUCES ARTISAN SERIES &

MASTER DESIGN SERIES

SCOTTSDALE, Ariz. (April 3, 2014) — The Fender Custom Shop is proud to introduce the two

latest collections of handcrafted instruments, the Artisan Series and Master Designed

Series.

With the Artisan series, the Fender Custom Shop pulls out all the stops for high-end

instruments of remarkable tone, look and feel. In a first for the Custom Shop and inspired by

Master Built instruments created for the 2013 Tokyo Guitar Show, this series is built to

spotlight fine woods with distinctive figures, hand-rubbed stains and gloss finishes. Team-

built for a limited time only, Artisan series instruments are also outfitted with a wealth of

special appointments and features that contribute to their striking sound and style.

The Artisan series Quilt Maple-Top Stratocaster  features a gorgeously figured quilt maple

top accentuated by a new “tiger-eye” burst finish. Other highly distinctive features include

chrome “lipstick” pickup covers, special chrome control knobs, chrome tuners with ebony

buttons, a choice of one-piece maple neck and fingerboard or rosewood fingerboard.

®

The Artisan series Spalted Maple-Top Stratocaster features a dramatically figured spalted

maple top accentuated by a new "buckeye" finish. Other highly distinctive features include

chrome "lipstick" pickup covers, special chrome control knobs, chrome tuners with ebony

buttons, a choice of one-piece maple neck and fingerboard or rosewood fingerboard.

The Artisan series Walnut-Top Stratocaster features a beautifully crafted walnut top

accentuated by a new “buckeye” finish. Other highly distinctive features include chrome

“lipstick” pickup covers, special chrome control knobs, chrome tuners with ebony buttons, a

choice of one-piece maple neck and fingerboard or rosewood fingerboard.
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The Fender Custom Shop Master Design Series is in essence what instruments Master

Builders would build for themselves given the opportunity. In this case, legendary Master

Builders John Cruz and Todd Krause conjured up their personal “dream” Stratocaster

guitars and worked with the renowned custom shop team to develop and build them to

spec. Now, through the Master Design Series, their dream guitars are available in limited

quantities to musicians all over the world.

The Fender Custom Shop Master Design 1950s Relic Stratocaster is the finely crafted work of

longtime Master Builder Todd Krause. It expertly evokes the sound, style and spirit of the

Stratocaster’s first decade, while offering several modern touches and the impeccably

distressed look of a relic finish treatment. Its alder body features a Moss Green

nitrocellulose lacquer finish accented by gold hardware, with a maple neck and

fingerboard with a comfortable modern 9.5”-radius and 21 narrow jumbo frets. Sparkling

Strat  tone comes from three shielded Custom Shop Fat ’50s single-coil pickups, offered

here with shielded modern wiring and five-way switching for optimal tonal versatility, plus a

vintage-style synchronized tremolo bridge. Includes case, cable, strap, tool kit and

certificate of authenticity.

®

The Fender Custom Shop Master Design Series 1963 Relic Stratocaster is meticulously

designed by longtime Master Builder John Cruz to embody classic early-’60s look and soul,

with mods under the hood that deliver remarkable modern tonal versatility. Its special

Master Design single-coil pickups provide greater output, more midrange and a sweeter

tone for soloing, with a reverse-wound/reverse-polarity middle pickup for hum cancellation

in positions two and four. Its custom wiring features five-way switching, master volume

control, master tone control and a special blend control built into what would normally be

the second tone knob. This blend control offers the neck and bridge pickups together in

positions one and five, and all three pickups together in positions two and four.

The two-piece alder body has an off-center seam and a faded Two-color Sunburst

nitrocellulose lacquer finish that Cruz says “shows signs of period-correct wear without

really going over the top.” Other premium features include a quarter-sawn maple neck with

a larger “C”-shaped profile and no back finish (for a smooth, fast feel), 12”-radius round-

laminated rosewood fingerboard with comfortably rolled edges and jumbo frets, three-ply

mint green nitrocellulose pickguard, vintage-style synchronized tremolo bridge with brass
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block for more overall tonal liveliness, an extra-sturdy larger-diameter trem arm, and

nickel/chrome hardware. Includes case, cable, strap, tool kit and certificate of authenticity.

For more information, visit www.fendercustomshop.com.
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CONTACT DETAILS

COPY LINK

https://fender.pr.co/271479-fender-custom-shop-introduces-artisan-series-amp-master-

design-series/

ABOUT FENDER

Since 1946, Fender has revolutionized music and culture as one of the world’s leading

musical instrument manufacturers, marketers, and distributors. Fender Musical Instruments

Corporation (FMIC)–whose portfolio of owned and licensed brands includes Fender®,

Squier®, Gretsch® guitars, Jackson®, EVH®, Charvel®, Bigsby®, and PreSonus® – follows a

player-centric approach to crafting the highest-quality instruments and digital experiences

across genres. Since 2015, Fender’s digital arm has introduced a new ecosystem of products

and interactive experiences to accompany players at every stage of their musical journey.

This includes innovative apps and learning platforms designed to complement Fender

guitars, amplifiers, effects pedals, accessories, and pro-audio gear, and inspire players

through an immersive musical experience. FMIC is dedicated to unlocking the power of

musical expression for all players, from beginners to history-making legends. In 2026,

Fender celebrates 80 years of giving artists “wings to fly,” carrying on the vision of its

founder, Leo Fender, and connecting players through a shared love of music.

GLOBAL MEDIA INQUIRIES
Fender Musical Instruments Corporation
press@fender.com
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