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Born in California: Charvel brings USA-made
craftsmanship to the American Neo-Classic
San Dimas Series
Features Include Versatile Pickups, Performance Frets, Premium Bridges
and Electric Finishes

HOLLYWOOD, CALIF. (JUNE 10, 2026) — Charvel today debuts two timeless guitars crafted

in the USA: THE AMERICAN NEO-CLASSIC™ SAN DIMAS® STYLE 1 SD1 HH FR MPL

and THE AMERICAN NEO-CLASSIC™ SAN DIMAS® SD1 HH HT MPL. Rooted in the

iconic San Dimas model that defined the sound of the 1980s, these instruments marry

timeless design with modern performance to deliver uncompromising tone and playability. A

true celebration of Charvel’s California heritage, the brand born as a guitar repair shop in

SoCal and named after the San Dimas factory where Grover Jackson built its legacy, the

American Neo-Classic San Dimas series is built for players who demand professional-grade

sonic excellence at an attainable price point.

“Charvel was born in California and so was this guitar. The American Neo-Classic San Dimas

is a direct line back to where it all started, the shop, the craft, the obsession with making

instruments that players actually want to play,” said Jon Romanowski, VP of Product, Charvel.

“Building it in Corona feels like coming full circle. The JB/'59 pickup pairing delivers on every

level, and the finishes feel as iconic as the guitar itself.”

From the stages of the 1980s to today’s most innovative players, Charvel has always stood

behind the artists who define music. The American Neo-Classic San Dimas series is the next

chapter in that story, a USA-made instrument built in Corona, California, that delivers the

premium quality Charvel is known for, now at a price point that puts it within reach of more

artists than ever before.

KEY FEATURES INCLUDE:
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VERSATILE PICKUPS – THE SEYMOUR DUNCAN® JB/59 PICKUP COMBINATION

COVERS A WIDE TONAL RANGE. THE NECK '59 IS WARM AND ARTICULATE FOR

LEADS AND RHYTHM WORK, WHILE THE BRIDGE JB HAS THE OUTPUT AND EDGE

PLAYERS NEED FOR HIGH-GAIN PLAYING.

PERFORMANCE FRETS – STAINLESS STEEL JUMBO FRETS OFFER A FAST,

SMOOTH PLAYING SURFACE WITH EXCEPTIONAL DURABILITY, MAINTAINING

CONSISTENT FEEL AND PLAYABILITY THROUGH YEARS OF HEAVY USE.

PREMIUM BRIDGES – The SD1 HH FR MPL's TOP-MOUNT FLOYD ROSE® DOUBLE

LOCKING BRIDGE handles the most aggressive tremolo use while maintaining perfect

pitch, and the SD1 HH HT MPL's CHARVEL HARDTAIL BRIDGE delivers reliable tuning

stability and maximum resonance, both paired with a single volume pot and 5-way blade

switch for intuitive tonal control.

ELECTRIC FINISHES – AVAILABLE IN A STRIKING PALETTE OF COLORS

INCLUDING ROBIN’S EGG BLUE, IVORY BLITZ, GLOSS BLACK AND RACING RED

FOR THE SD1 HH FR, AND GLOSS BLACK, RACING RED, VELVET MIDNIGHT AND

IVORY BLITZ FOR THE SD1 HH HT.

To celebrate the Charvel American Neo-Classic San Dimas series, Charvel is releasing a

series of exclusive artist videos showcasing the guitars in action:

Watch Dweezil Zappa shred on the Charvel American Neo-Classic San Dimas at a California

skate park in a performance that channels the raw energy, big riffs and untamed spirit of hard

rock’s greatest decade.

Go behind the scenes at the factory and watch firsthand how the Charvel guitar is built. From

raw materials to a fully realized, American-made instrument, every step of the process reflects

the precision and craftsmanship that defines the series.

High-resolution product and lifestyle images of the American Neo-Classic San Dimas can be

found HERE. Full product descriptions and specifications can be found HERE.

Page 2 of 6

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=O_u87DQmX6k
https://youtu.be/rvnGd8J4gpk
https://www.dropbox.com/scl/fo/loxxelcz9gph9c7uoief2/ACMissm1CrrRtqdeumPT08s?rlkey=yand2gfulnt8rmsnkmwe3iaa1&st=cgl8f57w&dl=0
http://charvel.com/gear/series/american-neo-classic


For technical specs, additional information on new Charvel products and to find a retail

partner near you, visit www.charvel.com. Join the conversation on social media by following

@CharvelGuitars on X and @CharvelUSA on Instagram and Facebook.

# # #

AMERICAN NEO-CLASSIC™ SAN DIMAS® STYLE 1 SD1 HH FR MPL (MSRP: $2,799.99

USD, £2,399 GBP, €2,799 EUR, $4,699 AUD, ¥484,000 JPY) The alder San Dimas body has

been a Charvel staple since the early eighties, providing balanced tonal response and natural

resonance with warm midrange punch and crisp high-end clarity that cuts through any mix

with authority. The custom Seymour Duncan® JB/59 pickup combination with parchment

bobbins offers ultimate sonic versatility – the neck position ‘59 delivers creamy vintage

warmth for expressive leads and rich rhythms, while the bridge JB provides high- output bite

for everything from soaring solos to crushing riffs. The one-piece quartersawn maple neck is

carefully reproduced from authentic 1980 specifications and enhanced with graphite

reinforcement, ensuring legendary feel with unmatched modern stability. The innovative

12”-16” compound radius fingerboard starts comfortable for chording and opens up

dramatically for effortless lead work, while 22 jumbo stainless steel frets provide exceptional

note definition. Performance features include the truss rod adjustment wheel at the

fingerboard’s end for lightning-fast setup changes, rounded fingerboard edges that feel like a

glove, and Luminlay® side-dots for perfect position awareness. The top-mount Floyd Rose

1000 series double- locking tremolo delivers rock-solid tuning stability with unlimited dive-

bomb devastation and soaring flutter effects, while streamlined electronics featuring a single

lo-friction volume pot and 5-way blade switch put pure tone at your fingertips.

AMERICAN NEO-CLASSIC™ SAN DIMAS® SD1 HH HT MPL (MSRP: $2,749.99 USD,

£2,249 GBP, €2,649 EUR, $4,499 AUD, ¥473,000 JPY) The alder San Dimas body has been

a Charvel staple since the early eighties, providing balanced tonal response and natural

resonance with warm midrange punch and crisp high-end clarity that cuts through any mix

with authority. The custom Seymour Duncan® JB/59 pickup combination with parchment

bobbins offers ultimate sonic versatility – the neck position ‘59 delivers creamy vintage

warmth for expressive leads and rich rhythms, while the bridge JB provides high- output bite
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for everything from soaring solos to crushing riffs. The one-piece quartersawn maple neck is

carefully reproduced from authentic 1980 specifications and enhanced with graphite

reinforcement, ensuring legendary feel with unmatched modern stability. The innovative

12”-16” compound radius fingerboard starts comfortable for chording and opens up

dramatically for effortless lead work, while 22 jumbo stainless steel frets provide exceptional

note definition. Performance features include the truss rod adjustment wheel at the

fingerboard’s end for lightning-fast setup changes, rounded fingerboard edges that feel like a

glove, and Luminlay® side-dots for perfect position awareness. The Charvel hardtail delivers

rock-solid tuning stability, while streamlined electronics featuring a single lo-friction volume

pot and 5-way blade switch put pure tone at your fingertips.

ABOUT CHARVEL:

For over 40 years, Charvel has crafted high-performance tone machines for musicians across

the globe who prize superior sound and exceptional design. Having forged its own distinctive

identity, Charvel earned its sterling reputation for producing high-end hot-rodded features,

making the traditional-style electric guitars a standout across the metal and fusion worlds.

Over the years, Charvel has fostered a rich working relationship with some of the industry’s

foremost musicians, bringing these remarkably high-power instruments into the hands of

players worldwide. Today, Charvel is an owned brand under Fender Musical Instruments

Corporation (FMIC) and together, their devotion to pitch, performance and innovation has met

the needs of technically advanced guitarists everywhere. For more information, visit

www.charvel.com.

CHARVEL MEDIA CONTACT:

Megan Tristano

PR & Communications Specialist

Fender Musical Instruments Corp.

mtristano@fender.com

Charvel, San Dimas and Neo-Classic are trademarks of Jackson/Charvel Manufacturing, Inc.

Fender, Stratocaster and the iconic design of the Stratocaster are trademarks of Fender

Musical Instruments Corporation. All other product and company names may be trademarks
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of their respective owners, and may be used herein under license. Use of them does not

imply any affiliation with or endorsement by or of the respective owners.
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Contact details

Copy link

https://fender.pr.co/269446-born-in-california-charvel-brings-usa-made-craftsmanship-to-the-

american-neo-classic-san-dimas-series/

About Fender Musical Instruments Corporation

Since 1946, Fender has revolutionized music and culture as one of the world’s leading

musical instrument manufacturers, marketers, and distributors. Fender Musical Instruments

Corporation (FMIC)–whose portfolio of owned and licensed brands includes Fender®,

Squier®, Gretsch® guitars, Jackson®, EVH®, Charvel®, Bigsby®, and PreSonus® – follows

a player-centric approach to crafting the highest-quality instruments and digital experiences

across genres. Since 2015, Fender’s digital arm has introduced a new ecosystem of products

and interactive experiences to accompany players at every stage of their musical journey.

This includes innovative apps and learning platforms designed to complement Fender guitars,

amplifiers, effects pedals, accessories, and pro-audio gear, and inspire players through an

immersive musical experience. FMIC is dedicated to unlocking the power of musical

expression for all players, from beginners to history-making legends. In 2026, Fender

celebrates 80 years of giving artists “wings to fly,” carrying on the vision of its founder, Leo

Fender, and connecting players through a shared love of music.

GLOBAL MEDIA INQUIRIES
Alex Velasquez 
PR & Communications Manager 
Fender Musical Instruments Corp.
Press@fender.com
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