FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE

Vukile’s Diski FanFest returns for a second year
· The Beautiful Game at its Best is headed to three provinces

Local soccer legend Doc Khumalo headlines every stop as Vukile Property Fund doubles down on soccer and community development, handing over 18 professional-grade youth kits and 1,200 soccer balls across Gauteng, the Western Cape and KwaZulu-Natal

SOUTH AFRICA – We only need to look at what's happening on the world stage with the beautiful game right now to see the depth of passion for soccer in South Africa. So, for the second year running, Vukile Property Fund is taking its Diski FanFest on the road – this time to three provinces over the first three weekends of July, headlined once again by South African soccer legend Doc Khumalo.

Soccer meets community

The Diski FanFest is the latest expression of retail property specialist Vukile's investment in experiences that strengthen communities and ensure its malls are vibrant social hubs – spaces that foster belonging, local pride and shared experience.

Vukile, which owns shopping malls and centres throughout South Africa, created the Diski FanFest to embed a lasting, positive legacy into each community it visits. Doc Khumalo will mentor young people at every stop, helping to inspire and develop strong leadership and character, backed up by soccer coaching, workshops, challenges and entertainment designed to leave an impact long after the final whistle.

"Our aim with this national campaign is to create an event that genuinely connects with customers, entertains them, and more than that to leave every community feeling more inspired, more capable and better able to build on their own strengths,” says Marijke Coetzee, Director of Marketing and Communications at Vukile Property Fund. “Customers and communities are at the heart of Vukile's shopping centres and taking the Diski FanFest to three provinces, deepening our investment in the sport and leadership skills in three communities, is a natural next step for a campaign that shoppers have already taken to heart.”

Doc Khumalo adds, "Soccer has given me so much and this is about giving back – inspiring the next generation while bringing communities together to share in the spirit of the game."

A game-changing goal

This year's tour "Diski Fanfest: The Beautiful Game 2026" raises the stakes on last year's legacy. Vukile is sponsoring 18 full, professional-grade youth team kits – more than triple last year's handover – along with 1,200 soccer balls across the communities the tour visits. No detail has been spared in creating an amazing experience. Yes, there will even be an on-site smart electric ball pump, to ensure that soccer balls have just the right bounce.

A weekend built for the whole family


Each mall will also host a fully integrated Diski FanFest Village for the weekend, featuring interactive highlights from foosball tables, selfie-ready fan locker photo installations and "Jump for It" walls for adults and children alike. 

Saturdays feature Doc Khumalo's headline appearance, goal shootout games, skills challenges and giveaways, alongside the local handover of professional-grade youth kits, co-sponsored by Jam Clothing. Sundays bring family fun day flavour, with youth workshops, live entertainment and dedicated kids' zones.

Tour dates and appearances

Vuklie’s Diski FanFest kicks off at Dobsonville Mall in Soweto, Gauteng on the first weekend of July, moves to Gugulethu Square in Gugulethu, Western Cape on the second weekend, and concludes at Hammarsdale Junction in Hammarsdale, KwaZulu-Natal on the third weekend. Doc Khumalo will appear on the Saturday of each event.
	Venue
	Province
	Tour dates
	Doc Khumalo appearance

	Dobsonville Mall, Soweto
	Gauteng
	Sat 4 – Sun 5 July
	Sat 4 July, 12pm to 2pm 

	Gugulethu Square, Gugulethu
	Western Cape
	Sat 11 – Sun 12 July
	Sat 11 July, 12pm – 2pm 

	Hammarsdale Junction, Hammarsdale
	KwaZulu-Natal
	Sat 18 – Sun 19 July
	Sat 18 July, 12pm to 2pm 



A fan favourite fest

Last year's tour left a measurable mark on the communities it visited. Vukile’s Diski FanFest attracted thousands of visitors and directly engaged 406 youth players from 26 local soccer teams, with 51 local soccer coaches involved in mentorship and coaching support.

Community leaders and club managers reported a marked rise in player confidence and motivation, with several noting that meeting Doc Khumalo helped reignite a sense of hope, discipline and purpose among young players. 

"These numbers tell us the Diski FanFest is doing exactly what we set out to do, not just for one weekend, but for the season ahead and beyond. Seeing that impact grow is what's driving Vukile to leave an even greater legacy in the communities on the tour this year," says Coetzee.

…/ends

Note to the editor: 
We would be delighted to welcome you, or a member of your team, at any of the participating Vukile Diski FanFest centres. If you would like to join the activation in your area, please let us know and we will arrange for you to be part of the weekend. 

About Vukile Property Fund:
Vukile is a specialist retail property specialist REIT (JSE: VKE) with a shopper-centric investment model that puts communities at the heart of every shopping centre it owns. This local-on-the-ground approach, combined with deep retail specialisation, underpins Vukile's success across diverse markets. In South Africa, Vukile owns a R19.5bn portfolio of township, rural, urban and commuter malls that serve some of the country's most compelling consumer markets. Internationally, through its 99.7%-owned subsidiary Castellana Properties, Vukile holds a €2.2bn portfolio across Spain and Portugal. It owns a 35% stake in pan-European asset manager Pradera. Vukile has also entered the Italian market through its new holding company, Esperia Properties. Vukile's total assets stand at R63.7bn, with close to 70% based in Europe.


