		[image: Shape

Description automatically generated]


Press release – immediate release

20 May 2021

The Atterbury Theatre: A decade of art

On 18 May 2011, the doors of the phenomenal Atterbury Theatre opened for the first time, and the stage was inaugurated with the impressive musical Stuur groete aan Mannetjies Roux. All 24 star-studded performances were sold out, thus ushering in a new era in South African theatre. In the past decade, more than 2 881 shows, productions and functions have been presented in the theatre that translates into approximately 865 671 feet that crossed the threshold of the theatre. At the beginning of 2019, the theatre was upgraded, and the purchase of a brand-new Model C Steinway & Sons grand piano was the crowning glory of this upgrade.
 
The Atterbury Theatre embodies the commitment of Atterbury and the Atterbury Trust to promote the performing arts and the development of talent. It is widely regarded as one of the best theatres in the country and offers artists in Gauteng, in particular, a world-class space where music, drama and various other performing arts can be embodied. In addition to productions, it also often hosts conferences and corporate functions. The theatre also houses an excellent recording studio and has been involved in a host of local and international projects.

In retrospect, many musical productions and plays with national and international artists, school and dance productions, beauty, music and gymnastics competitions, corporate functions, gala evenings and dinners have been presented in the theatre. There has even been a wedding and an album launch where guests could sit at tables on the stage to experience the theatre from a different perspective.

During the national lockdown due to the Covid-19 pandemic, the theatre entered the digital space in the form of a television and music studio where online concerts were recorded and broadcast. The very first concert was a live broadcast with more than 120 000 viewers from around the world. This was the beginning of a dream that grew to 39 online performances in the digital library. The theatre is now also able to provide live streaming services for any function.

The final performance of Nataniel’s latest show, Butterfly, on Tuesday 18 May 2021, was a fitting celebration of the theatre’s tenth birthday, and in addition to the show, theatregoers were entertained with a celebratory video focusing on highlights of the past ten years as well as messages from well-loved Atterbury Theatre artists. Atterbury Group CEO and founder trustee of Atterbury Trust, Louis van der Watt, addressed the audience, thanking theatre staff, artists and the loyal supporters of the Atterbury Theatre for their unwavering support. 

The Atterbury Theatre celebrates this special milestone with deep gratitude to each artist, theatregoer and technician who, despite many challenges, believes in the continued existence of the arts in South Africa and generously support it. 



Queries:
Jané Roets
jane@atterburyteater.co.za
072 5100 711
A decade in numbers (2011-2021)

Theatre

Performances/Productions/Functions	2 881
Feet through the door	865 671
 
Studio
 
Live CD/DVD recordings 	106
CD/DVD productions	92
e-concerts recorded, edited and broadcast	39
Radio and television advertisements	280
Songs mixed	1 030
Albums recorded	250
String recordings for international clients	15 
Piano recordings for various CD productions	40
DVD and TV episodes recorded, translated, dubbed and 
subtitled in French, Portuguese and Mandarin 	180
Minutes of film narration in Afrikaans, Swahili, Zulu, Amharic
and Chichewa	7 456
Pages of the Bible recorded in Shona, Luganda, Asante Twi
and Chichewa	8 200

Bar
 
Cooldrinks		138 320
Glasses of wine		63 397
Beers		111 693
Whiskeys		80 225
Bottles of water		68 754


MEDIA CONTACT PERSON
Zahn Hulme, zahn@atterbury.co.za, 082 325 9225
Atterbury Trust: Executive Trustee
atterburytrust.org, Facebook, Instagram one Twitter

For more information, or to book an interview, please contact Mahlatse Bojanyane on 083 453 6668 or email Mahlatse@marketingconcepts.co.za. 
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