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Three Culinary Icons Confirmed For World
Gourmet Festival 2026

Following the announcement of the return of the World Gourmet Festival at Anantara Siam

Bangkok Hotel from 29 September to 4 October 2026, this year's festival celebrates an

extraordinary culinary collaboration between Latin America, France and the United States, while

unveiling the first three internationally acclaimed chefs confirmed for the event.

Under the theme 'The World of Flavours,' the festival brings together some of the world's most

celebrated culinary talents, including:

Álvaro Clavijo

Chef and founder of El Chato in Bogotá, Colombia, Álvaro Clavijo has become a defining figure

in modern Latin American gastronomy. His restaurant, El Chato, was named the No. 1 restaurant

in Latin America's 50 Best Restaurants and continues to earn international recognition for its
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ingredient-driven approach. Drawing inspiration from Colombia's extraordinary biodiversity,

Clavijo works closely with indigenous communities and local producers to showcase native

ingredients, creating a cuisine that is both deeply rooted in place and globally celebrated.

Julien Royer

Chef-owner of Odette in Singapore, Julien Royer is one of Asia's most acclaimed culinary figures

and the recipient of three Michelin stars. Consistently ranked among both Asia's and The World's

50 Best Restaurants, Odette reflects Royer's distinctive vision of refined French cuisine

interpreted through an Asian perspective. Guided by a deep respect for terroir, seasonality and

craftsmanship, he combines impeccable technique with a thoughtful approach to ingredients,

earning international recognition as one of the leading voices in contemporary gastronomy.

Josiah Citrin

Chef-owner of Mélisse in Los Angeles, Josiah Citrin is one of America's most respected culinary

figures. Awarded two Michelin stars, Mélisse embodies Citrin's commitment to excellence,

innovation and exceptional hospitality. Widely recognised as a pioneer of Californian luxury

dining and ingredient-driven cuisine, he has spent more than three decades influencing the

American culinary landscape, earning widespread acclaim and establishing himself as a leading

force in contemporary gastronomy.

Together, these three acclaimed chefs represent the diversity, creativity and innovation that define

today's global culinary landscape.

"The World Gourmet Festival continues to celebrate the diversity and creativity that define the

global culinary landscape. We are honoured to welcome Álvaro Clavijo, Julien Royer and Josiah

Citrin to Bangkok, where their distinct culinary philosophies will offer guests an extraordinary

journey across Latin America, France and the United States," said Torsten Richter, General

Manager of Anantara Siam Bangkok Hotel.

Representing three distinct culinary philosophies and some of the most respected dining

destinations in the world, these chefs will bring their signature creativity and culinary storytelling

to Bangkok for a series of exclusive dining experiences during the World Gourmet Festival.
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Recognised as one of Asia's most prestigious gastronomic events, the World Gourmet Festival

continues to unite leading chefs, culinary innovators, and food enthusiasts from around the world.

This announcement marks the first chefs reveal for the 2026 festival, with additional international

chefs, special collaborations, unique dining events, and exclusive experiences set to be unveiled

in the coming months leading up to the festival.
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About Anantara Hotels & Resorts 

A luxury hospitality brand for modern travellers, Anantara Hotels & Resorts connects guests to

genuine places, people and stories in some of the world’s most extraordinary destinations. Each

Anantara embraces the surroundings and culture of its destination, creating unforgettable

memories for every guest since 2001. From city to sea and desert to jungle, Anantara delivers

heartfelt, Thai-inspired hospitality at its over 50 hotels and resorts across Asia, Europe, Africa,

the Middle East and the Indian Ocean. 

Anantara Hotels & Resorts is a Minor Hotels brand and recognises its guests through one unified

loyalty programme, Minor DISCOVERY, part of GHA DISCOVERY. 

Visit anantara.com for more information, and connect with Anantara

on Facebook, Instagram, TikTok, X and YouTube.

Page 4 of 6

http://www.minorhotels.com/
https://www.minorhotels.com/en/loyalty
https://anantara.com/
https://www.facebook.com/anantara
https://instagram.com/anantara_hotels/
https://www.tiktok.com/@anantarahotels
https://x.com/anantara_hotels
https://www.youtube.com/user/AnantaraJourneys


Contact details

Copy link

https://media.minorhotels.com/en-GLO/266753-three-culinary-icons-confirmed-for-world-

gourmet-festival-2026/

About Minor Hotels

Minor Hotels is a global leader in the hospitality industry with more than 640 hotels, resorts and

branded residences in operation and committed development across 66 countries. The group

crafts innovative and insightful experiences through its hotel brands including Anantara, Elewana

Collection, The Wolseley Hotels, Tivoli, Minor Reserve Collection, NH Collection, nhow, Avani,

Colbert Collection, NH, Oaks, and iStay, as well as a diverse portfolio of restaurants and bars,

travel experiences, and spa and wellness brands. With over four decades of expertise, Minor

Hotels builds stronger brands, fosters lasting partnerships, and drives business success by always

focusing on what matters most to our guests, team members and partners.

Minor Hotels is a proud member of the Global Hotel Alliance (GHA) and recognises its guests

through one unified loyalty programme, Minor DISCOVERY, part of GHA DISCOVERY.

Discover our world at minorhotels.com and connect with Minor Hotels on Facebook, Instagram,

LinkedIn, TikTok and YouTube.

Sunny Chawla
Area Director of Public Relations &
Communications
sunny_ch@minor.com

Mark Thomson
Group Director of PR and Communications
mthomson@minor.com
+66 (0)2 365 7678

Jularak Cholharn
Senior Director of Public Relations
jularak_ch@minor.com
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