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PRESS RELEASE
 
Legends of the Falls

How does one tell the story of a natural wonder that needs no introduction, yet is far more than a picture-perfect view? Anantara’s Edward Minyoyi has the answer.
Bangkok, 25 September 2026: It has been more than 170 years since intrepid Scotsman David Livingstone became the first European to witness the spectacle now recognised as one of the Seven Natural Wonders of the World. Yet for first-time visitors, even armed with an understanding of its scale, the first glimpse of Victoria Falls still delivers the same jolt of awe. From his riverside post, where the thunder of the falls is a constant companion, Edward Minyoyi, Storyteller at The Royal Livingstone Victoria Falls Hotel by Anantara, ensures that Mosi-oa-Tunya (The Smoke That Thunders) is experienced not merely as an astonishing sight, but as a living presence with a soul, a history and a voice.
And Victoria Falls certainly has a voice. The roar of a curtain of water so immense it creates its own ecosystem, complete with permanent rainbows and moonbows, is often compared to the blast of a jet engine at takeoff. Yet for Edward, the true magic of Mosi-oa-Tunya lies not in its thunder, but in the silence that comes just before it. He prepares his guests for this moment, encouraging them to pause and listen rather than reach immediately for the camera. There will be time to document the spectacle later, but that first moment is fleeting, and not to be squandered.
Edward, who comes from the local Lozi tribe, has a natural gift for storytelling. Even the most seasoned of globe-trotters instinctively lean in as he appears in ceremonial Siziba dress, a symbol of identity and belonging, and shares his own story alongside the tale of the place that moved Livingstone to write: “Scenes so lovely must have been gazed upon by angels in their flight.” 
“The river gives guests permission to slow down,” he notes, “and in that stillness, they hear more than words.”
Edward began at the resort in 2001 as a barman and waiter, quickly noticing that guests arrived not only thirsty for a drink, but “thirsty for understanding.” In their questions, he recognised a deeper longing: to feel the pulse of a place, to be welcomed into its memory, to meet Nyami Nyami, the river goddess whose spirit is said to dwell in the Zambezi. It was then he realised that a hotel is not simply a collection of rooms, but a living archive of human connection.
“Storytelling changed everything. It taught me that connection begins when you listen first.”
His office is a stretch of riverbank where zebras wander freely and a giraffe named Covid occasionally interrupts his monologues.
“Giraffes are my favourite animals. They move calmly. They stand tall. You cannot miss them. I feel a connection to them when I wear my Siziba. Like them, my presence is noticed not because I am loud, but because I am rooted in who I am.”
Increasingly, Edward’s gaze is fixed on the future. His mission now is mentoring the next generation of Zambian hosts. He teaches his mentees that the Zambezi River is the greatest instructor of all: powerful and feared but also inviting reflection through its constancy.
“We are guided by the words ‘Tiyende Pamodzi ndim’tima umo’, which means let us move together with one heart.”
Edward shapes his pupils with the same patience the Zambezi shapes its stones — slowly, deliberately, with care. He knows the narrative is safe in their hands. In the spray of the falls, he ensures that while any single voice may fade, the story endures, carried forward by those who understand its weight and wonder.
“Stories do not belong to one person. They belong to those willing to carry them forward.”
Follow the journey at anantara.com/25th-anniversary.
-End-
About Anantara Hotels & Resorts 
A luxury hospitality brand for modern travellers, Anantara Hotels & Resorts connects guests to genuine places, people and stories in some of the world’s most extraordinary destinations. Each Anantara embraces the surroundings and culture of its destination, creating unforgettable memories for every guest since 2001. From city to sea and desert to jungle, Anantara delivers heartfelt, Thai-inspired hospitality at its over 50 hotels and resorts across Asia, Europe, Africa, the Middle East and the Indian Ocean. 

Anantara Hotels & Resorts is a Minor Hotels brand and recognises its guests through one unified loyalty programme, Minor DISCOVERY, part of GHA DISCOVERY. 

Visit anantara.com for more information, and connect with Anantara on Facebook, Instagram, TikTok, X and YouTube.

About Minor Hotels 

Minor Hotels is a global leader in the hospitality industry with more than 640 hotels, resorts and branded residences across 67 countries. The group crafts innovative and insightful experiences through its hotel brands including Anantara, Elewana Collection, The Wolseley Hotels, Tivoli, Minor Reserve Collection, NH Collection, nhow, Avani, Colbert Collection, NH, Oaks and iStay, and a diverse portfolio of restaurants and bars, travel experiences and spa and wellness brands. With over four decades of expertise, Minor Hotels builds stronger brands, fosters lasting partnerships, and drives business success by always focusing on what matters most to our guests, team members and partners. 

Minor Hotels is a proud member of the Global Hotel Alliance (GHA) and recognises its guests through one unified loyalty programme, Minor DISCOVERY, part of GHA DISCOVERY. 

Discover our world at minorhotels.com and connect with Minor Hotels on Facebook, Instagram, LinkedIn, TikTok and YouTube. 
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