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PRESS RELEASE
 
In Serene Xishuangbanna, Yan Penghan Translates China’s Dai Culture for a Global Audience

Anantara’s ‘People Who Inspire’ series travels to China’s southern reaches in search of inner peace.
Bangkok, 25 September 2026: Journeying along Asia’s cultural corridors, we follow the invisible thread that links all Anantara properties: a deep rootedness in local heritage and a commitment to sharing it with guests. That thread leads to southern China, where Anantara Xishuangbanna Resort’s Yan Penghan combines the roles of security guard and custodian of Dai culture, leading the daily Sunset Ceremony.
As one of the region’s most respected Buddhist leaders, he sees guiding the cultural dimension of a guest’s stay as a natural extension of his monastic training. Yet for locals, encountering the former abbot of Chengzizhai Temple in a security uniform can be surprising. Though the two positions may appear worlds apart, for the man who devoted nearly two decades to monastic life and study, they are simply different expressions of the same calling.
“Security work is about protecting the physical safety of guests, while the Sunset Ceremony is about protecting a spiritual wish and connection.”
Every evening, as the sun pours gold over the botanical gardens, Yan Penghan guides guests through a sacred ritual. Soft chants drift across the riverbank as banana-leaf and flower lanterns are set afloat, each one carrying a deeply held wish. These small vessels of hope do not simply vanish; they return to the river that sustains the region, completing a natural cycle.
That same sense of circularity defines Yan Penghan’s own journey. When he chose to return to secular life after overseeing religious affairs for the town of Menglun, he sought new ways to share the wisdom that had shaped him. That search brought him to a role where he could continue caring for others. Today, he is both a protector of the property and the keeper of its most meaningful ritual. And in a gentle twist of fate, his path loops back to where it began. Many of his colleagues at the resort were once his students. The rapport between them is instinctive, built on shared values, long-standing trust and commitment to presenting Dai culture not as a performance, but as a living, continuous way of life.
“In the temple, I taught them sutras and rituals. Today at Anantara, they teach me modern service procedures and teamwork.”
Yet once a teacher, always a teacher. In Yan Penghan’s palm-leaf manuscript workshops, he is patient and generous, initiating colleagues, guests and locals into an ancient craft of which he is one of the few remaining guardians. Inscribing blessings and stories onto palm leaves not only keeps Xishuangbanna’s younger generation engaged with the manuscript tradition, it also contributes to China’s cultural soft power.
“I am no longer just a teacher in the temple. On Anantara’s global platform, I’m allowing this ancient technique to continue to breathe and grow.”
As another day draws to a close, the setting sun finds Yan Penghan at his usual riverside spot, silently wishing guests peace and clarity, hoping they return home with a sense of tranquillity. In time, he believes this feeling becomes a warm light they carry with them, glowing again whenever they think back to Xishuangbanna. 
“The tranquillity of a temple doesn’t come from silence but from inner peace.”
And with that final wish, he leaves guests with the truth at the heart of his practice: that the calm they seek is already within them, waiting to be remembered.
Follow the journey at anantara.com/25th-anniversary.
-End-
About Anantara Hotels & Resorts 
A luxury hospitality brand for modern travellers, Anantara Hotels & Resorts connects guests to genuine places, people and stories in some of the world’s most extraordinary destinations. Each Anantara embraces the surroundings and culture of its destination, creating unforgettable memories for every guest since 2001. From city to sea and desert to jungle, Anantara delivers heartfelt, Thai-inspired hospitality at its over 50 hotels and resorts across Asia, Europe, Africa, the Middle East and the Indian Ocean. 

Anantara Hotels & Resorts is a Minor Hotels brand and recognises its guests through one unified loyalty programme, Minor DISCOVERY, part of GHA DISCOVERY. 

Visit anantara.com for more information, and connect with Anantara on Facebook, Instagram, TikTok, X and YouTube.

About Minor Hotels 

Minor Hotels is a global leader in the hospitality industry with more than 640 hotels, resorts and branded residences across 67 countries. The group crafts innovative and insightful experiences through its hotel brands including Anantara, Elewana Collection, The Wolseley Hotels, Tivoli, Minor Reserve Collection, NH Collection, nhow, Avani, Colbert Collection, NH, Oaks and iStay, and a diverse portfolio of restaurants and bars, travel experiences and spa and wellness brands. With over four decades of expertise, Minor Hotels builds stronger brands, fosters lasting partnerships, and drives business success by always focusing on what matters most to our guests, team members and partners. 

Minor Hotels is a proud member of the Global Hotel Alliance (GHA) and recognises its guests through one unified loyalty programme, Minor DISCOVERY, part of GHA DISCOVERY. 

Discover our world at minorhotels.com and connect with Minor Hotels on Facebook, Instagram, LinkedIn, TikTok and YouTube. 
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