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PRESS RELEASE
 
Derek’s Docklands

Irish tradition of storytelling thrives amid the modernity of Dublin’s Docklands, given voice by Anantara’s Derek Anthony Brennan.
Bangkok, 25 September 2026: With its long, layered past, Dublin’s Docklands has seen centuries of ships, trade and hard work. Today that work has moved indoors, done by finance firms and tech start-ups. Derek Anthony Brennan, Guest Experience & Guardianship Manager at Anantara The Marker Dublin Hotel, ties this brave new world back to the old stories as he leads guests from around the world on his Docklands Storytelling Tour.
In a land of saints and scholars, storytelling is something one simply does, without thinking too much about it. When The Marker opened its doors in 2013, Derek’s role was to keep everyone “safe as houses”. As he kept watch over guests, stories sprang up and found their way into the open, drawing people in and gradually giving shape his Docklands tour.
“All Irish people appear to love aspects of our history and folklore. It is part of our cultural DNA and blends with the Irish characteristic of using storytelling as part of our everyday conversations. The realisation dawned on others that guests enjoyed listen to me recounting our history and so it grew.”
For Derek, the building itself is the first tale. The Marker’s sharp edges and folds echo the wild Irish shore, from the Burren and the cliffs of Moher to the Giant’s Causeway. When he meets guests, he begins not with an architectural lecture but with a chat: why they’ve come, what they know, what they hope to see. From there, the talk flows into a virtual tour of Ireland, opening out into wind-swept vistas and wonderous stories. His walks through the Docklands are designed the same way, tailored to each guest, no two ever the same.
“I have a quiver full of related Dockland stories that will engage, teachers, soldiers, architects, music lovers and those who just wish to immerse themselves into the experience of Docklands as part of an overall Irish experience.”
Like all good tales, Derek’s have heroes and villains and plots that pull people in to surprise and delight them. 
“It is vital to have a story of which the content is beguiling and interesting, and it must be delivered with authenticity and conviction and sometimes a little humour.”
But guests are no passive listeners. They keep Derek on his toes and sometimes take the tour in their own direction. Some even become, as he says, “more Irish than the Irish themselves.” One moment stands out for him. It was St. Patrick’s Day, and a group of guests had been struck by an old Irish ballad of emigration and heartache.
“They asked if I would teach it to them, which I did and that evening, with a little encouragement, we sang it together accompanied by the band to the delight of the other guests.”
And despite the hotel sitting cheek-to-jowl with the newest tech start-ups, Derek knows that no machine or digital guide can match the pull of a tale told by a living voice. They won’t end a tour with a creamy pint of Guinness or a hot whiskey either. That is Derek’s signature moment, which he calls Lig Do Scith, Gaelic for “take your rest”, turning a stranger into a friend.
Coming from a country with a long tradition of travelling storytellers, it is perhaps unsurprising that Derek feels the pull to roam. He is particularly drawn to the land of One Thousand and One Nights and hopes to visit Dubai, where the contrasts in countryside, landscape and architecture fascinate him. In the meantime, the world comes to him. And he sends visitors home with an Irish phrase that will no doubt resonate with the Arab world’s legendary hospitality:
Go Raibh Mile Maith Agat. Slán agus Beannacht.
“Thank you, a Thousand Times. Farewell and Blessing.”
Follow the journey at anantara.com/25th-anniversary.
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About Anantara Hotels & Resorts 
A luxury hospitality brand for modern travellers, Anantara Hotels & Resorts connects guests to genuine places, people and stories in some of the world’s most extraordinary destinations. Each Anantara embraces the surroundings and culture of its destination, creating unforgettable memories for every guest since 2001. From city to sea and desert to jungle, Anantara delivers heartfelt, Thai-inspired hospitality at its over 50 hotels and resorts across Asia, Europe, Africa, the Middle East and the Indian Ocean. 

Anantara Hotels & Resorts is a Minor Hotels brand and recognises its guests through one unified loyalty programme, Minor DISCOVERY, part of GHA DISCOVERY. 

Visit anantara.com for more information, and connect with Anantara on Facebook, Instagram, TikTok, X and YouTube.



About Minor Hotels 

Minor Hotels is a global leader in the hospitality industry with more than 640 hotels, resorts and branded residences across 67 countries. The group crafts innovative and insightful experiences through its hotel brands including Anantara, Elewana Collection, The Wolseley Hotels, Tivoli, Minor Reserve Collection, NH Collection, nhow, Avani, Colbert Collection, NH, Oaks and iStay, and a diverse portfolio of restaurants and bars, travel experiences and spa and wellness brands. With over four decades of expertise, Minor Hotels builds stronger brands, fosters lasting partnerships, and drives business success by always focusing on what matters most to our guests, team members and partners. 

Minor Hotels is a proud member of the Global Hotel Alliance (GHA) and recognises its guests through one unified loyalty programme, Minor DISCOVERY, part of GHA DISCOVERY. 

Discover our world at minorhotels.com and connect with Minor Hotels on Facebook, Instagram, LinkedIn, TikTok and YouTube. 
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