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PRESS RELEASE
 
People Who Inspire: Tasting Sri Lanka with 
Anantara’s Tea Expert

At Anantara Peace Haven Tangalle, Jeeva connects family heritage, regional craft and the shifting tastes of modern travellers.

Tangalle, 3 September 2026: For Velaudham Jeevanandhan, or Jeeva, the tea expert at Anantara Peace Haven Tangalle Resort, each new day begins with a family tradition. Long before guests appear for breakfast, he takes his first cup of the day: black Ceylon tea, unadorned and uncompromised.

It is a ritual that connects him to the generations before him: to his father, a field officer at a tea estate, and to his grandfather, who walked the same emerald slopes. In the rising steam of his morning cup, he can still trace the outlines of the plantations where he once ran between the bushes as a child, carving whistles from tender tea tips and watching the pluckers move in practiced synch. Perhaps because tea was his whole world, he never thought of it as a profession. It was an inheritance he recognised only later in life, in his thirties.

“I didn’t really choose tea, but it was rather a part of my identity already.”

Despite this deep lineage, Jeeva is no purist. His years in Colombo, Sri Lanka’s bustling capital, taught him how a cup of Masala Chai can shift the atmosphere of a room, and he approaches modern tastes like milky boba with curiosity. Yet he believes Ceylon tea holds something these newer fashions can only hope to match: the knowledge earned slowly, over a lifetime.

“This tea comes from people who spent their whole lives learning one thing… You cannot make that quickly.”

In the ten years since joining Anantara, Jeeva’s role has grown far beyond that of a tea sommelier. His signature Tea Quotique experience guides guests through the island’s geography, showing how a single leaf can express entirely different characters depending on where it is grown: the cool, high air of Nuwara Eliya; the salt-kissed breezes of Galle; or the white tea from the nearby Handunugoda estate, where delicate buds and young leaves are still dried the slow, traditional way.

Jeeva believes his true craft lies not only in brewing but in creating the quietness that tea invites. He recalls a couple who arrived at their tea tasting exhausted, only to fall silent as he described how his father would study the tea plants as one might study a person.

“My father would look at the plants the way you look at a person when you want to understand how they are feeling.”

In that shared stillness, the husband remembered his own father, a farmer, and the way he once read the land.

“Tea makes a certain kind of quietness, and inside that quietness sometimes people find something they were not expecting.”

Perhaps, then, tea is less a drink than a medium that returns people to themselves. Even for casual tea drinkers, the familiar morning blend has a way of steadying the mind. But in Sri Lanka, where tea is a living legacy shaped by the hands of those who care for it, appreciation runs deeper than taste alone.

Jeeva hopes those who follow in his footsteps, whether at Anantara or on the surrounding estates, will inherit not only the techniques but the patience, attentiveness and respect for the land that has long defined Sri Lanka’s tea-growing excellence.

Learn more about Anantara’s 25th anniversary celebrations on anantara.com.

-END-

About Anantara Hotels & Resorts 

A luxury hospitality brand for modern travellers, Anantara Hotels & Resorts connects guests to genuine places, people and stories in some of the world’s most extraordinary destinations. Each Anantara embraces the surroundings and culture of its destination, creating unforgettable memories for every guest since 2001. From city to sea and desert to jungle, Anantara delivers heartfelt, Thai-inspired hospitality at its over 50 hotels and resorts across Asia, Europe, Africa, the Middle East and the Indian Ocean. 

Anantara Hotels & Resorts is a Minor Hotels brand and recognises its guests through one unified loyalty programme, Minor DISCOVERY, part of GHA DISCOVERY. 

Visit anantara.com for more information, and connect with Anantara on Facebook, Instagram, TikTok, X and YouTube.

About Minor Hotels 

Minor Hotels is a global leader in the hospitality industry with more than 640 hotels, resorts and branded residences across 66 countries. The group crafts innovative and insightful experiences through its hotel brands including Anantara, Elewana Collection, The Wolseley Hotels, Tivoli, Minor Reserve Collection, NH Collection, nhow, Avani, Colbert Collection, NH, Oaks and iStay, and a diverse portfolio of restaurants and bars, travel experiences and spa and wellness brands. With over four decades of expertise, Minor Hotels builds stronger brands, fosters lasting partnerships, and drives business success by always focusing on what matters most to our guests, team members and partners. 

Minor Hotels is a proud member of the Global Hotel Alliance (GHA) and recognises its guests through one unified loyalty programme, Minor DISCOVERY, part of GHA DISCOVERY. 

Discover our world at minorhotels.com and connect with Minor Hotels on Facebook, Instagram, LinkedIn, TikTok and YouTube. 
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