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Finding Stillness at Angkor: Guided by Yuki, Anantara’s Temple Insider

Meet the Temple Exploration Insider who translates stone into stories

Not every place of worship calls for a guide. Most are sanctuaries where a personal connection with the divine happens without mediation. But in places like the 400-square-kilometre Angkor Archaeological Park, a destination so vast it can overwhelm even the most seasoned traveller, having an insider by your side can be the difference between simply seeing and truly understanding.

Anantara Hotels & Resorts, the experimental luxury brand of Minor Hotels, continues its ‘People Who Inspire’ series at the gateway of the Khmer Empire and Likong Huy, known to guests as Yuki, the Temple Exploration Insider at Anantara Angkor Resort.

In her role as a cultural custodian, Yuki helps guests understand what the stones truly represent: Cambodian resilience and kindness. Her relationship with the temples began in childhood, shaped by a sense of wonder as she found herself before the triple towers of Angkor Wat while the first light of day touched the sandstone. That early awe led her into the scholarly world of Khmer history, before she chose hospitality over academia — a path that allows her to transform static facts into experiences that feel personal and alive.

“I want to help guests feel the stories of Angkor, not just read them in a book.”

Yuki tailors each journey to reveal the treasures of the UNESCO site in a way that resonates with the individual traveller. For some, it’s exploring on horseback, reaching remote corners where vehicles cannot go. For others, it’s drifting above the temples in a hot-air balloon at dawn, witnessing a bird’s-eye view that few ever experience. And for the more adventurous, it may be joining the annual half marathon that winds through the ancient ruins. Yuki is as present for the practicalities like marathon registration, logistics and timing as she is for the cultural insights.

"True luxury is feeling seen and understood.”

Ideally, Yuki’s connection with guests begins even before they arrive. Their correspondence reveals what draws them in, allowing the itinerary to shape itself. Some guests are captivated by the technical mastery of Banteay Srei’s carvings or the commanding presence of Bayon’s 200 stone faces; others want to feel like intrepid explorers, parting a curtain of vines to discover a forgotten world beyond.

“If these stones could speak, they would tell us that Angkor was built with more than just stone; it was built with belief, care and a deep connection to nature,” says Yuki. “I want guests to leave with a respect for our people, understanding that behind these temples are generations of strength and genuine human connection.”
Being an insider at one of the world’s most visited heritage sites is not without its challenges, especially at the most popular temples, such as the famed Tomb Raider location. Yet Yuki embraces this with grace, timing her visits around off-peak hours or guiding guests toward shaded galleries and small, often-forgotten libraries where the wind and birdsong make the history feel tangible. Beyond the temple complex, she introduces guests to local crafts and ceremonies, always choosing those rooted in the community tradition of modern-day Siem Reap, rather than staged performances created for visitors.

For Yuki, being a temple whisperer is not about knowing every carving or every corridor but sensing when a guest is in a mood to linger a little longer at a lintel, or when their breath catches at the sight of a bas-relief. Those small cues guide her more than any map. 

“My job is to help guests meet the temples in their own way. When they find a place that speaks to them, that’s when Angkor becomes theirs.”

Experience adventure in luxurious style at Anantara Angkor Resort here.

About Anantara Hotels & Resorts 

A luxury hospitality brand for modern travellers, Anantara Hotels & Resorts connects guests to genuine places, people and stories in some of the world’s most extraordinary destinations. Each Anantara embraces the surroundings and culture of its destination, creating unforgettable memories for every guest since 2001. From city to sea and desert to jungle, Anantara delivers heartfelt, Thai-inspired hospitality at its over 50 hotels and resorts across Asia, Europe, Africa, the Middle East and the Indian Ocean. 

Anantara Hotels & Resorts is a Minor Hotels brand and recognises its guests through one unified loyalty programme, Minor DISCOVERY, part of GHA DISCOVERY. 

Visit anantara.com for more information, and connect with Anantara on Facebook, Instagram, TikTok, X and YouTube.

About Minor Hotels 

Minor Hotels is a global leader in the hospitality industry with more than 640 hotels, resorts and branded residences across 63 countries. The group crafts innovative and insightful experiences through its hotel brands including Anantara, Elewana Collection, The Wolseley Hotels, Tivoli, Minor Reserve Collection, NH Collection, nhow, Avani, Colbert Collection, NH, Oaks and iStay, and a diverse portfolio of restaurants and bars, travel experiences and spa and wellness brands. With over four decades of expertise, Minor Hotels builds stronger brands, fosters lasting partnerships, and drives business success by always focusing on what matters most to our guests, team members and partners. 

Minor Hotels is a proud member of the Global Hotel Alliance (GHA) and recognises its guests through one unified loyalty programme, Minor DISCOVERY, part of GHA DISCOVERY. 

Discover our world at minorhotels.com and connect with Minor Hotels on Facebook, Instagram, LinkedIn, TikTok and YouTube. 
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