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PRESS RELEASE
 
The Palace That Remembers and the Man Who Gives it Voice: Meet Tamás Gebei, Budapest’s Memory Keeper

Meet the History Insider who keeps the Belle Époque spirit of Hungary alive

Anantara Hotels & Resorts, the experimental luxury brand of Minor Hotels, continues its ‘People Who Inspire’ series at Anantara New York Palace Budapest Hotel, where Tamás Gebei has spent more than 15 years as custodian of one of Europe’s most storied landmarks.

Having worn many identities over the decades, the Neo-Renaissance masterpiece has known its share of ups and downs before being restored to its former glory as an Anantara hotel. For Tamás, the building embodies an era defined by optimism, elegance and a belief in progress, qualities that feel particularly resonant for travellers seeking calm in today’s unsettled world.

As he guides guests through the gilded halls, he sees himself as a respectful guardian of the palace’s secrets, always on the lookout for stories that live in memories rather than archives alone. It’s this emphasis on shared humanity that makes his tours so personal, ensuring the palace’s 130-year legacy is something guests feel instinctively.

“As you enter the palace, whatever burdens you carry seem to remain outside.”

“Passing beneath the Murano chandelier, there’s a quiet sense that something meaningful is about to unfold. Once you step into the Atrium, the moment arrives.” Six storeys of soaring colonnades rising towards the sunroof create a feeling of calm and completeness, a space that lifts the spirit without overwhelming it. Yet for Tamás, the most profound connections often happen in the quieter corners, such as the fifth-floor gallery of historical photographs, where guests can find a personal connection of their own. Tamás always steps back to give visitors space, watching until a particular image draws them in, whether in wonder, pensiveness or recognition.

After such private communion, the over-the-top splendour of the New York Café feels all the more striking. A subject of countless Instagram reels thanks to its reputation as the most beautiful café in the world, in its early days the venue was central to shaping Hungary’s cultural identity. The café’s Red Salon was a sanctuary for the most brilliant literary minds, including Ferenc Molnár, whose youth novel The Paul Street Boys remains one of Tamás’s favourites.

Tamás’s role often extends beyond the hotel walls, guiding guests on purpose-led journeys. He recalls accompanying a visitor with Hungarian roots to the National Archives and then to a remote countryside village where the man’s family once lived. “He returned moved and extremely happy,” Tamás says. “He had met people who remembered his family, and he could return home with stories that I’m sure still live with him.”

“Meaningful luxury is ultimately about people.”

“The restoration brought life back into the venue, but for me the true revival comes from the human life within its walls,” shares Tamás. Today, the building breathes again through daily rituals and shared experiences: live music drifting through the Café and the Atrium, educational initiatives that bring students into spaces where history is felt rather than taught, and collaborations with local artists and creators.

He believes this is how the palace resumes its role as a true anchor for the community, ensuring its stories are not only preserved but carried forward, becoming part of Budapest’s living future.

Relive the golden glamour era at Anantara New York Palace Budapest Hotel here.

About Anantara Hotels & Resorts 

A luxury hospitality brand for modern travellers, Anantara Hotels & Resorts connects guests to genuine places, people and stories in some of the world’s most extraordinary destinations. Each Anantara embraces the surroundings and culture of its destination, creating unforgettable memories for every guest since 2001. From city to sea and desert to jungle, Anantara delivers heartfelt, Thai-inspired hospitality at its over 50 hotels and resorts across Asia, Europe, Africa, the Middle East and the Indian Ocean. 

Anantara Hotels & Resorts is a Minor Hotels brand and recognises its guests through one unified loyalty programme, Minor DISCOVERY, part of GHA DISCOVERY. 

Visit anantara.com for more information, and connect with Anantara on Facebook, Instagram, TikTok, X and YouTube.

About Minor Hotels 

Minor Hotels is a global leader in the hospitality industry with more than 640 hotels, resorts and branded residences across 63 countries. The group crafts innovative and insightful experiences through its hotel brands including Anantara, Elewana Collection, The Wolseley Hotels, Tivoli, Minor Reserve Collection, NH Collection, nhow, Avani, Colbert Collection, NH, Oaks and iStay, and a diverse portfolio of restaurants and bars, travel experiences and spa and wellness brands. With over four decades of expertise, Minor Hotels builds stronger brands, fosters lasting partnerships, and drives business success by always focusing on what matters most to our guests, team members and partners. 

Minor Hotels is a proud member of the Global Hotel Alliance (GHA) and recognises its guests through one unified loyalty programme, Minor DISCOVERY, part of GHA DISCOVERY. 

Discover our world at minorhotels.com and connect with Minor Hotels on Facebook, Instagram, LinkedIn, TikTok and YouTube. 
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