PRESS RELEASE
 
Hospitality with a Soul: The Franciscan Friar at the Heart of Anantara Convento di Amalfi
Fra Marcus helps guests rediscover stillness, connection and the profoundly human essence of luxury

Luxury and monastic life may seem unlikely companions, yet at Anantara Convento di Amalfi Grand Hotel, housed within a former Capuchin convent, they coexist with surprising ease. Fra Marcus, the resident Franciscan friar, is sought out for guidance by guests from every walk of life, the convent’s spectacular setting offering a natural path to clarity. Anantara Hotels & Resorts, the experimental luxury brand of Minor Hotels, explores how the convent’s 800-year monastic legacy inspires moments of reflection and connection in modern-day travellers.

To residents of Ravello, Fra Marcus is first and foremost the vicar of the nearby Duomo, home to the Amalfi Coast’s largest library and its treasured 1527 edition of Dante Alighieri’s Divina Commedia. For Anantara guests, he is less a figure of authority than a path that surfaces at the very moment you’re seeking direction. 

The motto Fra Marcus chose for Anantara Convento di Amalfi, pace e bene (“peace and all good”), speaks to stripping away the inessential and looking inward with humility. This principle, rooted in the Franciscan tradition, is also something many travellers instinctively seek today. From the people they meet to the surroundings that bring them into harmony with themselves, the entire stay is designed to help guests recognise the goodness around them, so that they too may become good.

“Here at the convent, we try to offer simplicity and essentiality. Both are ways of building bridges between people.”

Before answering the calling he felt in his early twenties during a holiday in his mother’s hometown of Salzburg, Fra Marcus spent years in the Scout movement, absorbing its sense of adventure and deep love for the outdoors. That ease in the wild is part of why his guided walks are so sought after: he leads travellers along coastal trails, points out native plants and shares the simple, grounding pleasures of a life lived close to the land.

For reluctant hikers, a wander through the hotel’s kitchen garden offers a less physically demanding way in. Guests gather lemons, mint and Indian cactus alongside Fra Marcus while learning how the friars once lived entirely from the land. It was this same relationship with nature that gave rise to Amaro dei Capuccini, a liqueur made from wild herbs and still crafted today in the traditional way as an enduring expression of the convent’s heritage.

Whether helping guests navigate the vertical landscape of cliffs, ancient stone staircases and terraced lemon groves along the coast or simply strolling through the gardens, Fra Marcus sees these moments as acts of stewardship that remind us that the natural world is a gift entrusted to us for the generations to come.

“We must learn to understand creation and our relationship within it, so that we can love, preserve and protect it. It is a gift we have borrowed from our children, and one day they will ask us to account for how we cared for it. That is why we are responsible for it.”

Not every guest feels drawn to foraging or long hikes; many simply want to hear the story of the place from the man who has devoted his life to the order. The Pace e Bene Tour offers the perfect introduction. As Fra Marcus leads visitors through the 13th-century cloisters, the church and the Monk’s Walk, the path eventually opens onto a lemon-scented cliff where you feel suspended above the city and the world.

After the tour, many guests choose to linger. Some ask to continue the conversation in the gardens, while others invite Fra Marcus to sit with them a little longer, or even to visit their room to reflect together. Sometimes they simply ask for a blessing or a prayer.

“The most important thing is to meet them where they are, to embrace them, and to help them be well. This is a place to regain yourself and your peace… to feel welcome.”

When he is not guiding guests, Fra Marcus retreats to the stillest corner of the church, where the sea stretches out before him, unchanging and ever-changing. Surrounded by eight centuries of history, he reflects on how the community that once lived within these walls tended the land and cared for one another, guided by love and charity. That spirit continues to shape the convent today. You feel it in the carefully kept gardens, in the way guests are welcomed with pace e bene, in the warmth of the team. It is a reminder that the most meaningful forms of hospitality are, at their heart, profoundly human.

Step back in time at the converted 13th-century monastery with the original cloister and church at Anantara Convento di Amalfi Grand Hotel here.

 adventure in luxurious style at Anantara Angkor Resort here.

About Anantara Hotels & Resorts 

A luxury hospitality brand for modern travellers, Anantara Hotels & Resorts connects guests to genuine places, people and stories in some of the world’s most extraordinary destinations. Each Anantara embraces the surroundings and culture of its destination, creating unforgettable memories for every guest since 2001. From city to sea and desert to jungle, Anantara delivers heartfelt, Thai-inspired hospitality at its over 50 hotels and resorts across Asia, Europe, Africa, the Middle East and the Indian Ocean. 

Anantara Hotels & Resorts is a Minor Hotels brand and recognises its guests through one unified loyalty programme, Minor DISCOVERY, part of GHA DISCOVERY. 

Visit anantara.com for more information, and connect with Anantara on Facebook, Instagram, TikTok, X and YouTube.

About Minor Hotels 

Minor Hotels is a global leader in the hospitality industry with more than 640 hotels, resorts and branded residences across 63 countries. The group crafts innovative and insightful experiences through its hotel brands including Anantara, Elewana Collection, The Wolseley Hotels, Tivoli, Minor Reserve Collection, NH Collection, nhow, Avani, Colbert Collection, NH, Oaks and iStay, and a diverse portfolio of restaurants and bars, travel experiences and spa and wellness brands. With over four decades of expertise, Minor Hotels builds stronger brands, fosters lasting partnerships, and drives business success by always focusing on what matters most to our guests, team members and partners. 

Minor Hotels is a proud member of the Global Hotel Alliance (GHA) and recognises its guests through one unified loyalty programme, Minor DISCOVERY, part of GHA DISCOVERY. 

Discover our world at minorhotels.com and connect with Minor Hotels on Facebook, Instagram, LinkedIn, TikTok and YouTube. 
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