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PRESS RELEASE

Castaway Culinary Dreams
by Anantara Koh Yao Yai Resort & Villas

Koh Yao Yai, Thailand: To step onto Koh Yao Yai – Thailand’s last unspoilt island, still magical with sleepy fishing villages, family coconut plantations, and rice fields dotted with water buffalo as far as the eye can see – is to step back in time and into nature’s all-enveloping embrace. Here, days unfold according to nature’s rhythms, flowing gently with the tide and the seasons. Nowhere is this more apparent than at hidden gem Anantara Koh Yao Yai Resort & Villas, every moment an immersion in the island way of life, including its exceptional culinary scene.
The resort’s three restaurants boast settings as inspiring as their flavours, cerulean ocean dazzling and uninterrupted save for a handful of longtail fishing boats and the iconic limestone karsts of Phang Nga Bay on the horizon. Nature’s bounty takes pride of place on each menu, with exquisite seafood sourced from local waters each day, and exotic produce straight from the chef’s garden fragrant with lemongrass and kaffir lime. 
Pakarang is the resort’s signature Thai restaurant, where guests may explore both traditional and innovative creations. Tranquillity surrounds, with only the occasional rustle of palms and the lapping of waves. Southern specialities take pride of place on the menu, with a fiery blue swimmer crab curry served with Koh Yao rice noodles, and melt-in-the-mouth pork belly slow braised in rich star anise, cinnamon and clove. Those wanting to delve deeper into the riches of Thai cuisine can indulge in Chef Phong’s seasonal degustation menus, a medley of colours, textures and aromas exploring the kingdom’s full gastronomic repertoire.  
Intimate, sensory dining experiences take place at Japanese omakase TOMI, surround views of the ocean dappled in moonlight. Taking a seat at the counter at one of only 10 places, guests can look forward to refined evenings that pique all the senses, as exquisite bites of sushi and sashimi are presented – each unrivalled in artistry and perfection – as well as signatures such as Andaman lobster roll. 
Finally, signature grill The Beach is where castaway fantasies come to life. Rustic in decor, with a thatched roof and raw timber, riches of both land and sea feature here. Guests enjoy only the world’s finest, from Japanese wagyu and Australian lamb to Hokkaido scallop and Oscietra caviar. The air is alive with mouthwatering anticipation as catch of the day smokes on open flame, tiger prawn and crab are flambeed tableside, and on the soft sands just beyond fire twirlers paint the night sky. 
The resort is also home to no less than four bars, each with a unique ambience and offering. The Beach Bar invites sophisticated exploration with exotic cocktails such as Beach Flame – tequila infused with charred pineapple mezcal and a hint of sea salt. Pakarang Bar then showcases proudly Thai creations such as Maha Samut, meaning the Great Open Ocean, inspired by the myths and legends of the surrounding Andaman, with collector’s Thai PHRAYA rum layered with mango and fresh basil. Hidden away by the splash pool is the Family Bar, serving not only sinfully indulgent mocktails such as Virgin Mango & Sticky Rice, but also wholesome comfort foods, children’s meals and sweet treats. Finally, the Pool Bar is where guests laze tranquil days away in front of the resort’s unending stretch of private beachfront. They can stay cool at the swim-up bar with ice-cold cocktails infused with lychee and watermelon, while the world’s favourite street foods, such as grilled chicken and papaya salad, are served straight to oversized loungers for two. The Pool Bar is also the setting for the most spectacular of sunsets, the sky swirling rose and ochre as the oriental hornbills that live in the surrounding jungle, silhouetted, take flight for the evening. 
In-villa dining is equally exquisite, with gourmet flavours to be enjoyed in the resort’s expansive suites, pool villas and two-storey penthouses, each with al fresco dining spaces. Indulgent signatures include floating champagne breakfasts and afternoon teas, while guests staying in the resort’s wellness villas can immerse in healthy cuisine, with dishes of leafy greens, whole grains and fish fresh from local waters designed to nourish, detoxify and calm. 
Immersions in island flavours
The culinary experience continues with the resort’s signature Spice Spoons cooking classes. Accompanied by the chef, guests can visit local rice farms and learn about all the different varieties and traditional harvesting methods, as well as a floating fishery just offshore. There, they can pluck a prize lobster straight out of the water, then, returning to the resort, learn how to make a gourmet lobster pad Thai under the chef’s tutelage. 
Tours around the island by vintage sidecar also include stops at local fishing villages, where guests can learn the traditional method of line fishing; a coconut plantation where they can try their hand at making babin, a delicious dessert of shredded coconut; and finally, their guide’s favourite, off-the-beaten-path eateries where the fire of the south reigns supreme. 
Designer Dining by Anantara
Most indulgent of all are Designer Dining moments, each conjured up to celebrate grand passions and life’s grand milestones. Working with a personal chef, guests can design their dream menu, which is then served by a butler in the most spectacular of settings – on the top of a mountain with 360° panoramas of ocean, in a private cove, the way there lit with torches and strewn with frangipani, or on the deck of the Andaman’s most luxurious yacht moored out at sea. 

For more information about Anantara Koh Yao Yai Resort & Villas, visit anantara.com/koh-yao-yai-phuket or email kohyaoyai@anantara.com
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About Anantara Koh Yao Yai Resort & Villas
Anantara Koh Yao Yai Resort & Villas is located in the middle of Phang Nga Bay on Thailand’s last unspoilt island, only 35 minutes by boat from Phuket and 30 minutes from Krabi. Named one of TIME’s 100 World’s Greatest Places 2025, the serene sanctuary offers a rare blend of luxury and natural beauty, with its 148 suites, pool villas and penthouses unrivalled in spaciousness and comfort. Nearby attractions include Hong Island with its hidden treasures, pristine beach, crystal-clear lagoon and panoramic viewpoint, while adventures on Koh Yao Yai itself include trekking and sidecar tours through lush rubber plantations. 
Connect with Anantara Koh Yao Yai Resort & Villas on Facebook, Instagram and TikTok. 


About Anantara Hotels & Resorts 

A luxury hospitality brand for modern travellers, Anantara has connected guests to genuine places, people and stories in some of the world’s most extraordinary destinations since 2001. Each Anantara embraces the surroundings and culture of its destination to create unforgettable memories for every guest. From city to sea and desert to jungle, Anantara delivers heartfelt, Thai-inspired hospitality at its over 50 hotels and resorts across Asia, Europe, Africa, the Middle East and the Indian Ocean. 
Anantara is part of global hospitality group Minor Hotels and a member of the GHA DISCOVERY loyalty programme. 
Visit anantara.com for more information, and connect with Anantara on Facebook, Instagram, TikTok and YouTube. 

About Minor Hotels 
Minor Hotels is a global hospitality group operating over 550 hotels, resorts and residences in 56 countries, pursuing its vision of crafting a more passionate and interconnected world. As a hotel owner, operator and investor, Minor Hotels fulfils the needs and desires of today’s global travellers through its diverse portfolio of eight hotel brands – Anantara, Avani, Elewana Collection, NH, NH Collection, nhow, Oaks and Tivoli – and a collection of related businesses. Minor Hotels is rapidly accelerating its global growth ambitions, aiming to add more than 200 hotels by the end of 2026. 
Minor Hotels is a proud member of the Global Hotel Alliance (GHA), the world's largest alliance of independent hotel brands, and participates in the GHA DISCOVERY loyalty programme. 
For more information, visit minorhotels.com and connect with Minor Hotels on Facebook and LinkedIn. 

For media enquiries, please contact:   
Ivana Naidoo 
Director of Marketing & Communications 
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