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PRESS RELEASE

Thailand’s Last Unspoilt Island
Brought to You by Anantara Koh Yao Yai Resort & Villas

Koh Yao Yai, Thailand: The south of Thailand is mythical in its allure, with emerald waters that shine in the sunlight, and jewels of islands fringed by white sands and palms that beckon exploration. Yet one island reigns above them all, its beauty unrivalled and its laidback rhythms an invitation to slow down and enjoy life’s natural pleasures.  
Equidistant between Phuket and Krabi, and surrounded by the iconic limestone karsts of Phang Nga Bay, Koh Yao Yai is Thailand’s last unspoilt island. Here, oriental hornbills still call from lush jungle, water buffalo still wander rice fields, and life in quaint fishing villages still flows with the time and tide, as it has done for centuries. 
Located on the remote eastern shore of the island, with 27 acres of paradisical gardens and over a kilometre of spectacular private beach, Anantara Koh Yao Yai Resort & Villas is the destination of dreams for those in search of luxury enveloped in nature’s beauty. It has been named one of TIME’s World’s Greatest Places 2025 and among the Top 15 Resorts in Thailand in the Conde Nast Readers’ Choice Awards 2025. 
All-suite, pool villa and penthouse luxury
Seemingly melting into the landscape, the resort’s 148 suites, villas and penthouses are incredibly spacious, peaceful, and offer a sense of oneness with the island. 
Couples enjoy the most romantic of settings, whether a pool villa opening directly onto the beach or a sprawling double-storey pool penthouse with panoramic views of the ocean, among the most luxurious in the region and with guests’ every need seen to by a butler. 
Couples can also hide away in tranquil wellness villas surrounded by lush flora and fauna, with every moment of their stay curated to revive the soul. Beginning with a consultation with the resident traditional Thai healer, days drift by with personalised wellness rituals in their private treatment room and muay Thai out on their lagoon deck, in between glimpsing the water buffalo wander at will, bird watching and reconnecting with nature. 
Families, meanwhile, enjoy dedicated wings that open onto an exciting splash pool, each suite featuring bunk beds, slides and play areas to keep the little ones entertained. And the warm welcome extends all across the resort, with immersive activities designed especially for families such as learning to care for the resident buffalo, children’s dining and spa menus, and the largest kids’ club in southern Thailand complete with climbing walls and giant ball pits. 



Island rhythms, island flavours 
The resort’s three restaurants and four bars invite savoured moments, each setting alluring, with the call of the ocean, and each dish an ode to nature’s riches, with seafood sourced locally and produce cultivated in the chef’s organic garden. Guests can explore classic as well as innovative Thai cuisine at Pakarang, with specialities from each region including southern pork belly stew and perennial favourite lobster pad Thai. Japanese restaurant TOMI presents exquisite sushi and sashimi in an intimate, omakase-style setting, while rustic-chic The Beach is the resort’s signature beachfront grill showcasing nature’s riches from both land and sea. 
Guests also enjoy the most indulgent of Designer Dining moments, whether a candlelit dinner for two on the deck of a yacht, a chef on hand to curate the perfect menu and a butler on hand to serve, or life’s special moments celebrated around a bonfire on the beach, with a gourmet banquet followed by a private film screening and champagne under the stars.
Facilities as expansive as the setting
There is so much space to wander, explore, adventure and relax in, and Anantara Koh Yao Yai’s facilities are state of the art and unrivalled. 
As well as the family pool with its giant water slides, there is an adults-only tranquillity pool where the peace is all enveloping, and a central beachfront pool where guests gather to mingle, enjoy cocktails and take in mesmerising sunsets, the ocean dappled ochre and rose, and limestone karsts dramatically framed on the horizon.  
Guests can keep active with a fully equipped gym and daily fitness classes, aerial yoga, kayaking and paddleboarding, and cycling along the resort’s many manicured pathways. 
Moments of rejuvenation, meanwhile, are found at Anantara Spa, a world unto itself. Here, guests can indulge in royal rituals in southern Thailand’s only Moroccan hammam, sound healing, and journeys inspired by the island’s exotic flora. They can also explore the holistic benefits of traditional Thai medicine, with ancient arts such as fire and herbal therapy to restore the body’s elements.  
Immersive experiences that showcase the destination
Koh Yao Yai is the gateway to the Andaman, with its untouched islets just waiting to be explored, and some of the most breathtaking corals on earth. Guests can set sail across the waters aboard the resort’s sleek yacht My SKY or specially outfitted longtail boat uniquely luxurious. Close proximity to world-famous James Bond and the Hong Island archipelago allows guests to arrive well before the crowds, enjoying all to themselves treks to spectacular viewpoints and swimming with pufferfish in translucent lagoons.
Adventures on Koh Yao Yai itself include trekking through lush jungle and up mountains, then picnicking at the top with surround panoramas, or touring the island by vintage sidecar, with visits to a family rubber plantation to learning about traditional tapping techniques, and community cooperatives where the women make delicious coconut dessert babin.  
Back at the resort, the spirit of the island continues to infuse special moments. Guests can embark on signature cultural days, meditating with monks at dawn at the spirit house, learning how to weave coconut leaves or dye batik, enjoying graceful Thai dance performances, and savouring rare, southern delicacies with sensory degustation menus in the evening. 

Anantara Koh Yao Yai can be reached by speedboat in only 35 minutes from Phuket (with guests enjoying the use of an executive lounge at the pier), or 30 minutes from Krabi, arriving directly at the resort’s private pier, and with all arrangements taken care of. For more information about Anantara Koh Yao Yai Resort & Villas, visit anantara.com/koh-yao-yai-phuket or email kohyaoyai@anantara.com
 

-Ends-

About Anantara Koh Yao Yai Resort & Villas
Anantara Koh Yao Yai Resort & Villas is located in the middle of Phang Nga Bay on Thailand’s last unspoilt island, only 35 minutes by boat from Phuket and 30 minutes from Krabi. Named one of TIME’s 100 World’s Greatest Places 2025, the serene sanctuary offers a rare blend of luxury and natural beauty, with its 148 suites, pool villas and penthouses unrivalled in spaciousness and comfort. Nearby attractions include Hong Island with its hidden treasures, pristine beach, crystal-clear lagoon and panoramic viewpoint, while adventures on Koh Yao Yai itself include trekking and sidecar tours through lush rubber plantations. 
Connect with Anantara Koh Yao Yai Resort & Villas on Facebook, Instagram and TikTok. 


About Anantara Hotels & Resorts 

A luxury hospitality brand for modern travellers, Anantara has connected guests to genuine places, people and stories in some of the world’s most extraordinary destinations since 2001. Each Anantara embraces the surroundings and culture of its destination to create unforgettable memories for every guest. From city to sea and desert to jungle, Anantara delivers heartfelt, Thai-inspired hospitality at its over 50 hotels and resorts across Asia, Europe, Africa, the Middle East and the Indian Ocean. 
Anantara is part of global hospitality group Minor Hotels and a member of the GHA DISCOVERY loyalty programme. 
Visit anantara.com for more information, and connect with Anantara on Facebook, Instagram, TikTok and YouTube. 

About Minor Hotels 
Minor Hotels is a global hospitality group operating over 550 hotels, resorts and residences in 56 countries, pursuing its vision of crafting a more passionate and interconnected world. As a hotel owner, operator and investor, Minor Hotels fulfils the needs and desires of today’s global travellers through its diverse portfolio of eight hotel brands – Anantara, Avani, Elewana Collection, NH, NH Collection, nhow, Oaks and Tivoli – and a collection of related businesses. Minor Hotels is rapidly accelerating its global growth ambitions, aiming to add more than 200 hotels by the end of 2026. 
Minor Hotels is a proud member of the Global Hotel Alliance (GHA), the world's largest alliance of independent hotel brands, and participates in the GHA DISCOVERY loyalty programme. 
For more information, visit minorhotels.com and connect with Minor Hotels on Facebook and LinkedIn. 
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