July 9 2026, 11:00 (CEST)

BEYOND THE TAPE: CANYON EXPANDS EXCEED FAMILY
INTO A COMPREHENSIVE RACING LINEUP THAT COVERS
ALL DISTANCES

Two new Exceed models bring fresh options to the start line: the marathon-focused Exceed
CFR, and the drop-bar-meets-MTB Exceed CFR Gravel, built for the unique demands of ultra-

distance off-road competition.

Embargoed until Thursday 9 July 2026: For years, the Canyon Exceed stood as the definitive benchmark for
cross-country minimalism—a purebred, featherweight hardtail engineered for the explosive speed of XC World
Cup racing. But as the boundaries of cross-country have expanded out from between the tape into the
continent-spanning wilderness, the Exceed platform has evolved with them. Today, Canyon announces the
expansion of the Exceed from its traditional XC roots into a comprehensive, mixed-terrain racing lineup

designed to keep riders moving further and faster on the most ambitious off-road events on earth.

Purpose-built for modern progressive gravel: Exceed CFR Gravel
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In recent years, endurance racing has undergone a seismic shift. More and more riders worldwide are

choosing self-supported ultra-cycling events such as the Atlas Mountain Race, the Tour Divide, and the Silk

Road Mountain Race.

And at the start line, the trend is clear: builds are evolving. Riders are increasingly moving beyond
conventional, off-the-shelf gravel and hardtail setups—and instead custom-fitting drop bars to mountain bike
frames. The goal is specific: MTB-level grip, toughness, and gearing—paired with the ergonomics of a drop-

bar cockpit.

Rather than asking riders to piece together compromises from spare parts, the new Exceed CFR Gravel brings

that formula together straight from the factory by offering the Exceed's capability in a drop-bar build.

Built for the backcountry: sideline serviceability

When you are completely self-supported, a mechanical failure isn't just an inconvenience—it's a race-ender.
Canyon engineered the Exceed CFR Gravel with a strict focus on ease of maintenance in remote

environments.

By using a wireless SRAM Rival AXS drivetrain, the bike completely eliminates internal mechanical shift

cables, which are susceptible to fraying, stretching, or getting pinched under heavily strapped frame bags.

Page 2 of 7



Paired with robust, easily serviceable Canyon GR 30 wheels and standard component interfaces, the Exceed

CFR Gravel is as simple to keep running on the side of a remote dirt track as it is in a professional workshop.

And there's speed and comfort to match, too. A 60 mm Fox 32 SC Performance fork delivers small-bump
sensitivity for high levels of front-end grip and comfort, even on the most punishing tracks. The CFR Gravel
also inherits Canyon's ultra-fast, ergonomic CPO039 Double Drop bar featuring the Gear Groove - an

integrated interface for ultra-athletes to securely mount a computer, lighting rig, or aero extensions without

cluttering the cockpit.

The build is fully kitted out with a vibration-filtering Canyon VCLS 2.0 carbon seatpost and an Ergon SPS20
TiNox saddle, which work in tandem to neutralise harsh trail chatter and minimise the deep fatigue that

builds over days in the saddle.

“We see riders continuing to race bikes like the Exceed at XC marathon races, but also increasingly on off-
road stage races such as the Atlas Mountain Race, Tour Divide, and Silk Road Mountain Race. Furthermore,

we've seen how they're running drop bars on mountain bikes for the benefits of tyre clearance, suspension,
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frame strength, and gear range,” says Canyon's Bastian Langlitz product manager. “We see the benefits of this
approach, and we're keen to support riders looking for a setup like this—we made them the right tool for the

”

job.

Pure marathon efficiency: Exceed CFR

Alongside the gravel edition, Canyon introduces the updated Exceed CFR standard mountain bike build to
further bolster the lineup—providing a more traditional flat-bar carbon XC option built for marathon and off-

road stage racers who demand the ultimate in lightness and pure climbing efficiency.

The Exceed CFR shares the exact same premium carbon frame as its gravel sibling but is fitted with an elite,
pro-level component spec tuned for out-and-out speed. Up front, a high-end RockShox SID SL Ultimate 100
mm fork boosts front-end control, backed up by the top-tier wireless shifting performance of a SRAM XX SL
AXS drivetrain. Featherweight DT Swiss XRC1200 carbon wheels complete the package for lightning-quick

acceleration.
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Pricing and availability

The two new Exceed models launch on 9 July 2026. Both bikes are available online direct exclusively from

Canyon at www.canyon.com or through the Canyon App.

NOTES TO EDITORS

1. Photos:
 For additional Exceed CFR Gravel images, see here.

o For additional Exceed CFR, see here.

 Studio images of all bikes can be found here.

N

Exceed CFR Gravel full specifications:

Forks: Fox 32 SC Performance 60 mm

e Drivetrain: SRAM S1000 AXS Rival
o Wheelset: Canyon GR 30 CF

o Tyres: Maxxis Aspen ST 2.4"

o Seatpost: VCLS 2.0

o Saddle: Ergon SPR20 TiNox

e Handlebar: CP0039
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https://media-centre.canyon.com/en-INT/assets/f2c986a56a14a7f0c37a26dc95c790bd53ae27d1/
https://media-centre.canyon.com/en-INT/assets/844f082eadfdafea527d60e8e13f9fb8deb3bccc/

Weight: 10.2 kg
Frame weight: 1,250g

3. Exceed CFR full specifications:

Forks: RockShox SID SL Ultimate 100 mm
Drivetrain: SRAM XX SL AXS drivetrain
Wheelset: DT Swiss XRC1200 carbon

Tyres: Schwalbe Racing Ray/Racing Ralph 2.4"
Seatpost: VCLS 2.0

Saddle: Ergon SPR20 Pro Carbon

Handlebar: CP0036

Weight: 9.6 kg

Frame weight: 1,250g



About Canyon

What started in founder Roman Arnold's garage has grown into the world's leading direct-to-consumer
bicycle manufacturer. Renowned as one of the most innovative brands in the industry, Canyon designs bikes

for every discipline - from road, triathlon and gravel to mountain, city, trekking, and e-bikes.

Canyon partners with the finest athletes and teams on the planet, taking insights from the toughest race
conditions to engineer bikes and components for the highest levels of the sport. The result: award-winning
bikes that set the standard for performance, innovation, and engineering - built to deliver at the highest level

on any terrain.

"Pure Cycling” is the mission driving Canyon to ignite a passion for cycling around the world thanks to a
streamlined direct-to-consumer model, smart digital services, and Canyon Stores and service partners
offering expert advice, community experiences, and full support. At the same time, Canyon is committed to
responsible business practices, sustainable production, and the safety and well-being of employees, partners,

and the environment.

Canyon bikes are available at canyon.com, through the Canyon app, and at selected Canyon Stores worldwide.

Contact details

Ben Hillsdon Lorena Keikert
Director of Communications Junior Communications Manager
Copy link

https://media-centre.canyon.com/en-INT/267627-beyond-the-tape-canyon-expands-exceed-family-into-a-

comprehensive-racing-lineup-that-covers-all-distances/
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