
June 29 2026, 16:00 (CEST)

MUST-WATCH! TWO EVERYDAY RIDERS VS. EUROPE'S

BIGGEST GRAVEL RACE

New Canyon documentary pits two beginner riders against The Traka

Embargoed until 16:00 CEST, Monday 29 June: You might know Canyon as the brand powering World

Champions but you probably don't know Canyon as a brand helping to make beginner riders feel like heroes.

This week Canyon is releasing a raw, un�ltered two-part documentary following two beginner riders - and

Canyon employees - who stepped far out of their comfort zones to ride The Traka 100km course earlier this

spring:

Mira Thelen: A Customs Specialist getting back on the saddle for the �rst time in nearly eight years.

Ilkin Yagubov: A company cook whose cycling motivation was primarily pasta-based.
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A year ago, they answered a Canyon call to chase a goal they thought was impossible. The challenge was

whether two Canyon employees with no competitive riding experience could build up over 200 training days

to �nish The Traka 100 gravel race within the 7 hours cut-o� time.

The result isn't a polished corporate promo; it’s a funny, painful, and honest look at the con�dence-building,

fat-burning and skills-development journey that many beginner cyclists experience. Spoiler alert: there's a

good amount of blood, sweat, tears and hate-my-bike moments. It’s exactly the kind of story that resonates

with any riders discovering their own limits this summer.

Film maker, Agon Syla: "What transpired through this campaign was the creation of two unlikely heroes -

Ilkin and Mira. They are equally as heroic as the elite athletes who more typically appear in front of our

cameras. Yet they are also typical of the core riders we aim to serve. The pure joy of riding shouldn't only be

reserved for highly trained riders. It belongs to everyone. What we are trying to communicate to every rider,

at every level is, if you ride, you belong - for us, that's the essence of our Pure Cycling message."

Watch on

From Beginners to Traka 100
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https://accounts.google.com/ServiceLogin?service=youtube&uilel=3&passive=true&continue=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.youtube.com%2Fsignin%3Faction_handle_signin%3Dtrue%26hl%3Den%26next%3D%252Fpost_login&hl=en
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=pybcLjq3m_0


Episode 1: Fish Out Of Water drops on Monday 29th June and Episode 2 goes live on Friday 3rd July. You can

watch Episode 1 now on Canyon's Youtube channel here: https://youtu.be/pybcLjq3m_0
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https://eur02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fyoutu.be%2FpybcLjq3m_0&data=05%7C02%7Cbhillsdon%40canyon.com%7Cbc85f6208eb846b405f708ded5a9691d%7Cf6272511b9394bcb9e649b732daae8a8%7C0%7C0%7C639183120833319395%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=KlNuMDmAdKV9GHU0TF3GqSoY4fm6ALJCcQ3g9nR1240%3D&reserved=0


Contact details

Copy link

https://media-centre.canyon.com/en-INT/267596-must-watch-two-everyday-riders-vs-europe-s-biggest-

gravel-race/

About Canyon

What started in founder Roman Arnold’s garage has grown into the world’s leading direct-to-consumer

bicycle manufacturer. Renowned as one of the most innovative brands in the industry, Canyon designs bikes

for every discipline – from road, triathlon and gravel to mountain, city, trekking, and e-bikes.

Canyon partners with the �nest athletes and teams on the planet, taking insights from the toughest race

conditions to engineer bikes and components for the highest levels of the sport. The result: award-winning

bikes that set the standard for performance, innovation, and engineering – built to deliver at the highest level

on any terrain.

“Pure Cycling” is the mission driving Canyon to ignite a passion for cycling around the world thanks to a

streamlined direct-to-consumer model, smart digital services, and Canyon Stores and service partners

o�ering expert advice, community experiences, and full support. At the same time, Canyon is committed to

responsible business practices, sustainable production, and the safety and well-being of employees, partners,

and the environment.

Canyon bikes are available at canyon.com, through the Canyon app, and at selected Canyon Stores worldwide.

Ben Hillsdon

Director of Communications

Lorena Keikert

Junior Communications Manager
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https://media-centre.canyon.com/en-INT/267596-must-watch-two-everyday-riders-vs-europe-s-biggest-gravel-race/
https://www.canyon.com/en-de/road-bikes/
https://www.canyon.com/en-de/road-bikes/triathlon-bikes/
https://www.canyon.com/en-de/gravel-bikes/
https://www.canyon.com/en-de/mountain-bikes/
https://www.canyon.com/en-de/hybrid-bikes/city-bikes/
https://www.canyon.com/en-de/hybrid-bikes/touring-bikes/
https://www.canyon.com/en-de/electric-bikes/
https://www.canyon.com/en-de/

