
 14 December 2021, 08:49 (EST)

Michael Spain, Associate AIA, NOMA Set to
lead Architecture in Education Program
The Center for Architecture and Design Looks to Expand Design
Education Curriculum to Reach More Students in Philadelphia
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Michael Spain is an architectural designer with experience working for some of Philadelphia's

most prestigious architecture firms, most recently as Design Director at D2, a firm noted for

their work on projects such as Five Below Headquarters, the Wills Eye Hospital Most Lab, and

The Lycra Company. His 16 years of teaching as an adjunct professor of architectural design at

Jefferson University's College of Architecture and the Built Environment garnered him the

Distinguished Adjunct Faculty Award. He is a key contributor for several industry

organizations, including serving as co-chair of the Center's Architecture in Education program;

director of the Philadelphia Chapter of the National Organization of Minority Architects

(PhilaNOMA); and as the program and curriculum developer for PhilaNOMA's CAMP Sustain-

Ability – a 5-6-week summer program focusing on exposing students to the field of architecture

and the built environment.

 

Rebecca Johnson, the Center's executive director, expressed her excitement over the vital

addition to her staff, "Michael's expertise, passion, and relationships within the architectural

community here in Philadelphia will expand the Center's opportunities exponentially," she said.

"His presence here will rapidly push the needle towards realizing our goal of providing design

education to every student in Philadelphia. I'm humbled and honored that Michael decided to

join us in this vital work."

 

Michael's dedication to the design and architectural communities is exhibited through his

volunteerism on several boards and committees, including AIA Philadelphia's Design

Committee and Associate Committee; founding Board Member of Philadelphia's Charter High

School for Architecture and Design, and the Community Design Collaborative's Advisory

Council. He is also the 2019 recipient of the Thomas U Walter Award given by AIA Philadelphia

in recognition of his contributions to the architectural community.
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ABOUT CENTER / ARCHITECTURE + DESIGN COMMUNITY

About the Center for Architecture and Design 

The Center provides Philadelphia with educational programs, exhibitions, and a public forum to explore
architecture, urban planning, and design, allowing visitors the opportunity to understand how these disciplines
affect us all in our daily lives. Using our city's distinctive breadth of architecture, pioneering urban design, and
manufacturing heritage as the foundation for conversation, we educate the public through talks, exhibitions,
publications, hands-on workshops, design competitions, festivals, and children’s programming.

The Center's signature annual festival, DesignPhiladelphia, is the oldest of its kind in the nation. Over the course
of 12 days each October, DesignPhiladelphia highlights the work of hundreds of local designers, architects, and
creative professionals with 100+ events citywide including panel discussions, hands-on workshops, studio tours,
book signings, professional development classes, design exhibitions, fashion shows, and imaginative
celebrations.

The Center brings together architects, designers, developers, building industry partners, thought leaders, local
representatives, and the public under one roof and also provides office space to AIA Philadelphia and the
Community Design Collaborative. An independent 501(c)3 educational non-profit organization, the Center was
founded in 2002 by the Philadelphia Chapter of the American Institute of Architects (AIA Philadelphia). The
Center is free to visit and open to the public five days a week.

About AIA Philadelphia 
Founded in 1869, AIA Philadelphia is among the oldest and most distinguished of AIA Chapters, with
a long history of service to members and the public. AIA Philadelphia organizes architects in the
region for the purpose of advancing their influence in shaping the built environment, and their ability

An independent non-profit, the Center was founded in 2002 by the Philadelphia Chapter of

the American Institute of Architects (AIA Philadelphia). The Center provides the public with a

place and with programs to explore architecture, urban planning, and design, allowing us all to

understand how these creative professions affect us in our daily lives. Using Philadelphia's

distinctive breadth of architecture, pioneering urban design, and diverse manufacturing

heritage as the foundation for discussion, we educate the public through exhibitions, guest

speakers, hands-on workshops, design competitions, city-wide festivals, and children's

programming. The Center brings together architects, designers, developers, thought leaders,

and the public under one roof and also provides office space for AIA Philadelphia and

the Community Design Collaborative. The Center is open to the public five days a week. For

more information visit: philadelphiacfa.org.

http://aiaphiladelphia.org/
http://cdesignc.org/
http://aiaphiladelphia.org/
http://cdesignc.org/
http://philadelphiacfa.org/


to effectively practice architecture in an ever-changing society and competitive marketplace. The
Chapter provides opportunities for professional development, service, and collegiality among peers.
A Chapter of The American Institute of Architects, the association represents over 1,500 member
architects within four southeastern Pennsylvania counties: Philadelphia, Chester, Delaware and
Montgomery. Through its myriad programs and events, the Chapter attracts design professionals
from Eastern Pennsylvania, Southern New Jersey and Delaware. The Chapter also represents more
than 263 member architecture firms and 228 affiliate companies supplying products and services to
the industry.
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