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TEXTRON AVIATION CELEBRATES 30 YEARS IN
INDEPENDENCE WHILE BUILDING FOR THE
FUTURE

Employees and expanded capabilities position the Kansas facility to support
the next generation of aircraft and aviation professionals

Textron Aviation is recognizing 30 years of aircraft manufacturing in Independence, Kansas,
while looking ahead to the facility’'s continued role in supporting customers, developing

aviation talent and producing industry-leading aircraft.

Approximately 600 employees work across the 213-acre campus, where capabilities include
assembly, paint, interiors, flight test and delivery. The site includes five buildings and more
than 528,000 square feet of space, enabling the team to support aircraft through several

important stages of production and delivery.



"Thirty years is an important achievement, but what excites us most is the opportunity
ahead, said McKee, senior vice president, Fabrication. The experience, adaptability
and pride of the Independence team position this facility to keep advancing how we
build aircraft and meet our commitments to customers. By continuing to develop our
people, strengthen our capabilities and improve how we work, we are preparing
Independence for its next chapter.”

Todd McKee, SVP, Fabrication, Textron Aviation

The company marked the anniversary on Saturday, Oct. 10, 2026, with a celebration for
employees, retirees, families and community partners. The event recognized the people
who built the foundation for the site's success while looking ahead to the employees and

capabilities that will shape its future.

The Independence team supports aircraft across three product categories. The facility's

current lineup includes the Cessna Skyhawk, Skylane, Turbo Skylane and Turbo Stationair

HD piston aircraft; the Cessna Caravan and Grand Caravan EX turboprops; and the Cessna

Citation M2 Gen?2 light jet.



https://cessna.txtav.com/en/piston/cessna-skyhawk
https://cessna.txtav.com/en/piston/cessna-skylane
https://cessna.txtav.com/en/piston/cessna-turbo-skylane
https://cessna.txtav.com/en/piston/cessna-turbo-stationair-hd
https://cessna.txtav.com/en/turboprop/caravan
https://cessna.txtav.com/en/turboprop/grand-caravan-ex
https://cessna.txtav.com/en/citation/m2-gen3

These aircraft serve a range of customer needs, from flight training and personal
transportation to business and demanding utility missions. The lineup reflects the

Independence team’s established capabilities across piston, turboprop and jet aircraft.

Developing the workforce needed for the future is another important part of the company's

focus. Textron Aviation recently launched Kansas' first state-registered aviation youth

Independence. The program combines classroom instruction with structured, on-the-job

training to help students develop industry knowledge and career-ready skills.

As Textron Aviation continues to evolve its products and manufacturing operations, the
Independence team remains focused on quality, execution and delivering for customers

around the world.


https://media.txtav.com/272724-textron-aviation-builds-future-workforce-with-kansas-first-aviation-youth-apprenticeship-program/

About Textron Aviation

About Textron Aviation Inc.

We have been inspiring the journey of flight for nearly 100 years. Textron Aviation Inc., a
Textron Inc. company, has empowered our collective talent across the Beechcraft, Cessna,
Hawker and Pipistrel brands to design and deliver the best aviation experience for our
customers. With a range that includes everything from business jets, turboprops, light and
high-performance pistons, to special mission, military trainer and defense aircraft, Textron
Aviation has the most versatile and comprehensive aviation product portfolio in the world
and a workforce that has produced more than half of all general aviation aircraft worldwide.
Customers in more than 170 countries rely on our legendary performance, reliability and
versatility, along with our trusted global customer service network, for affordable,

productive and flexible flight. For more information, visit www.txtav.com.
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