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Beechcraft T-6C military trainer finds success in
New Zealand as Air Force stands up pilot
training capability

Beechcraft Defense Company, LLC, a subsidiary of Textron Aviation Inc., a Textron Inc.

(NYSE:TXT) company, today announced in coordination with CAE and Safe Air Ltd that

the New Zealand Defence Force (NZDF) and Royal New Zealand Air Force (RNZAF) have

completed the introduction of New Zealand's new military pilot training capability only

two years after signing the initial contract between Beechcraft Defense Company and the

NZDF.  New Zealand's next generation of military pilots will be training in 11 Beechcraft

T-6C Texan II aircraft delivered to the NZDF only 16 months after program initiation.
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“We applaud the New Zealand Defence Force and Royal New Zealand Air Force for

standing up this impressive program with the support of industry-leading partners,” said

Tom Hammoor, president, Beechcraft Defense Company. “New Zealand joins a family of

the world's finest air forces training in the T-6C platform, which combines intuitive

handling characteristics and superior engine systems to provide critical training

capability for student pilots.”

The value of every hour spent flying is increased by preparation and instruction received

from CAE’s T-6C Ground-Based Training System (GBTS).  The T-6C GBTS includes

classroom training using newly developed courseware and curriculum, as well as

simulator training using two high-fidelity T-6C operational flight trainers.

In addition to the training devices, onsite contractor maintenance and logistics support

for the fleet of T-6C aircraft is provided by a team comprised of Beechcraft and Safe Air

experienced personnel. This team has been providing support at the RNZAF Base Ohakea

since the first aircraft were delivered in 2014. CAE is also providing maintenance and

support services for the flight simulators.

“The expertise and commitment of the maintenance team on the ground in New Zealand

ensures the RNZAF T-6 fleet will continue to deliver the operational rates required to

fulfill the training demands for decades to come,” said Hammoor.  

Strength of the T-6 platform

To date, Beechcraft has delivered more than 900 T-6 trainers, which have amassed more

than 2.6 million flight hours. The Beechcraft T-6 delivers world-class training capability

and is ideally suited for teaching the most basic introductory flight training tasks

through the more challenging and complex advanced training missions that could

previously only be accomplished in far more expensive jet aircraft. The T-6 is being used

to train the pilots, navigators, and weapons systems operators of more than 20 countries

around the world.
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About Textron Aviation 

We inspire the journey of flight. For more than 90 years, Textron Aviation Inc., a Textron Inc. company,
has empowered our collective talent across the Beechcraft, Cessna and Hawker brands to design and
deliver the best aviation experience for our customers. With a range that includes everything from
business jets, turboprops, and high-performance pistons, to special mission, military trainer and
defense products, Textron Aviation has the most versatile and comprehensive aviation product portfolio
in the world and a workforce that has produced more than half of all general aviation aircraft worldwide.
Customers in more than 170 countries rely on our legendary performance, reliability and versatility,
along with our trusted global customer service network, for affordable and flexible flight.

For more information, visit www.txtav.com | www.defense.txtav.com | www.scorpionjet.com.

About Textron Inc. 

Textron Inc. is a multi-industry company that leverages its global network of aircraft, defense, industrial
and finance businesses to provide customers with innovative solutions and services. Textron is known
around the world for its powerful brands such as Bell, Cessna, Beechcraft, Hawker, Jacobsen, Kautex,
Lycoming, E-Z-GO, Arctic Cat, Textron Systems, and TRU Simulation + Training. For more information,
visit: www.textron.com

Certain statements in this press release are forward-looking statements which may project revenues or
describe strategies, goals, outlook or other non-historical matters; these statements speak only as of
the date on which they are made, and we undertake no obligation to update or revise any forward-
looking statements. These statements are subject to known and unknown risks, uncertainties, and other
factors that may cause our actual results to differ materially from those expressed or implied by such
forward-looking statements.
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