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Beechcraft introduces special mission
enhancements for the King Air 350 platform

DUBAI (Dec. 6, 2016) – Beechcraft Corporation, a subsidiary of Textron Aviation Inc., a

Textron Inc. (NYSE:TXT) company, today announced at the Middle East and North

Africa Business Aviation Association (MEBAA) conference in Dubai that the company is

now offering Pratt and Whitney Canada PT6A-67A engines for improved performance on

its King Air 350HW and King Air 350ER turboprops. In addition, the company is offering

an increased gross weight option for these platforms, increasing the maximum takeoff

weight to 17,500 pounds. Both enhancements are now FAA and EASA certified and

offered as factory options for new aircraft or as aftermarket modifications.
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“The King Air 350 platform is renowned as a worldwide mission enabler and these

optional enhancements will offer customers added performance and payload for special

mission operations,” said Bob Gibbs, vice president of Special Mission Aircraft. “We have

successfully modified a fleet of NATO air force-operated King Air 350ER aircraft with

these upgrades, and we are excited to offer these options to provide more value to our

special mission customers.”

The more powerful Pratt and Whitney Canada PT6A-67A engines provide superior field

and climb performance, including hot and high operations. With an outside air

temperature of 50 degrees Celsius (122 degrees Fahrenheit), the engine upgrade allows

for a maximum takeoff gross weight increase of up to 2,700 pounds at sea level,

compared to the standard aircraft. The increased gross weight option provides operators

greater flexibility between payload and fuel, representing a potential increase in loiter

time of two to three hours.

The King Air 350HW is a Heavy Weight (HW) version of the King Air 350 that provides

operators an increased gross weight through larger and stronger main landing gear

struts, wheels, tires and brakes. The King Air 350ER is an Extended Range (ER) version

that includes the enhanced landing gear and increases the fuel capacity through the

addition of low drag metal fuel tanks aft of the powerplants.

King Air leadership

More than 7,300 Beechcraft King Air turboprops have been delivered to customers

around the world since 1964, making it the best-selling business turboprop family in the

world. The worldwide fleet has surpassed 60 million flight hours in its first 52 years,

serving roles in all branches of the U.S. military and flying both commercial and special

mission roles around the world.

About Special Missions



ABOUT TEXTRON AVIATION

About Textron Aviation 

We inspire the journey of flight. For more than 90 years, Textron Aviation Inc., a Textron Inc. company,
has empowered our collective talent across the Beechcraft, Cessna and Hawker brands to design and
deliver the best aviation experience for our customers. With a range that includes everything from
business jets, turboprops, and high-performance pistons, to special mission, military trainer and
defense products, Textron Aviation has the most versatile and comprehensive aviation product portfolio
in the world and a workforce that has produced more than half of all general aviation aircraft worldwide.
Customers in more than 170 countries rely on our legendary performance, reliability and versatility,
along with our trusted global customer service network, for affordable and flexible flight.

For more information, visit www.txtav.com | www.defense.txtav.com | www.scorpionjet.com.

About Textron Inc. 

Textron Inc. is a multi-industry company that leverages its global network of aircraft, defense, industrial
and finance businesses to provide customers with innovative solutions and services. Textron is known
around the world for its powerful brands such as Bell, Cessna, Beechcraft, Hawker, Jacobsen, Kautex,
Lycoming, E-Z-GO, Arctic Cat, Textron Systems, and TRU Simulation + Training. For more information,
visit: www.textron.com

Certain statements in this press release are forward-looking statements which may project revenues or
describe strategies, goals, outlook or other non-historical matters; these statements speak only as of

When customers need airborne solutions for their critical missions, they turn to Textron

Aviation – home to the industry-leading Beechcraft and Cessna brands. Textron Aviation

offers the broadest lineup of special mission platforms in the industry with its entire

product range available in special mission configurations, using innovative technologies

and advanced engineering techniques. Textron Aviation’s family of aircraft, including

single and multi-engine pistons, turboprops and Citation jets, provide the high

performance and flight characteristics required to fit mission profiles such as air

ambulance, float operations, flight inspection, aerial surveillance, training, utility

transport and more. All aircraft are backed by the industry’s most capable global service

network.
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the date on which they are made, and we undertake no obligation to update or revise any forward-
looking statements. These statements are subject to known and unknown risks, uncertainties, and other
factors that may cause our actual results to differ materially from those expressed or implied by such
forward-looking statements.
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