
May 26 2026, 15:58 (EDT)

Bell to Showcase 40 Years of Canadian
Innovation at CANSEC
Honoring a legacy of Canadian-built aircraft while advancing the future of
vertical lift for Canada’s defense community

Bell will attend Canada’s leading defense, security, and technology event, CANSEC, marking

a milestone year for the company and its long-standing partnership with Canada’s defense

community. Held annually in Ottawa since 1998 by the Canadian Association of Defense

and Security Industries (CADSI), CANSEC showcases leading-edge technology, products,

and services for land-based, naval, aerospace and joint forces military units.

At this year’s event, Bell Textron Canada approaches the 40  anniversary of manufacturing

in Canada. This represents four decades of delivering trusted vertical lift capabilities,

advancing national and global security, and contributing to Canada’s aerospace industry.

Today, Bell stands as the #8 defense company in Canada as noted in the Canadian Defense

Review (CDR), a testament to its enduring commitment to innovation, readiness, and mission

success for operators worldwide.
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In 2025, Bell strengthened its support to the Royal Canadian Air Force through the

continued sustainment of the CH-146 Gri�on �eet, including progress on the Gri�on

Limited Life Extension (GLLE) program and the long-term CH-146 In-Service Support

contract. These programs represent one of the most comprehensive sustainment e�orts of

its kind, ensuring Canada’s Gri�on �eet remains mission-ready for years to come.

Bell Textron Canada also celebrated the production of its 6,000  aircraft in Canada last

year, an achievement made possible by Bell’s highly skilled workforce. Bell’s export success

continued as well, with signi�cant deliveries to defense forces around the world, expanding

Canada’s footprint in global security.
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“As we mark four decades of manufacturing in Canada, our mindset remains the same: stay

ahead, stay curious, and keep pushing the boundaries of what’s possible in vertical lift,” said

Michael Nault, general manager, Bell Textron Canada Ltd. “The missions our operators face
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evolve quickly, and so must we. That constant need for speed, adaptability, and forward

thinking is what fuels our teams and shapes the solutions we bring to Canada’s defense and

security community.”

At CANSEC, Bell will highlight its legacy of Canadian manufacturing excellence, continued

investment in modernized capabilities for the Canadian Armed Forces, and its vision for the

future of vertical lift in Canada.
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https://news.bell�ight.com/en-CA/266123-bell-to-showcase-40-years-of-canadian-

innovation-at-cansec/

About Bell

Visant toujours plus haut et toujours plus loin, depuis plus de 90 ans, nous réinventons

l’expérience du vol en imaginant jusqu’où il pourrait nous mener.

Nous sommes des pionniers. Nous avons été les premiers à franchir le mur du son et à faire

certi�er un hélicoptère commercial. Nous avons pris part à la première mission de la NASA

sur la Lune et nous avons mis en marché des systèmes de rotors basculants évolués.

Aujourd’hui, nous façonnons l’avenir de la mobilité sur demande.

Nous sommes une société à part entière de Textron Inc. Notre siège social est situé à Fort

Worth, au Texas, et nos établissements sont répartis stratégiquement partout dans le

monde. Près d’un quart de nos e�ectifs ont servi dans les forces armées; il n’est donc pas

étonnant que l’une de nos passions consiste à aider les militaires à accomplir leurs

missions.

Nos innovations révolutionnaires permettent à nos clients de vivre des expériences

incomparables marquées par l’e�cacité, la �abilité et par-dessus tout, la sécurité.

Caroline Couillard
Directrice en chef, Communications - Canada 
Head of Communications - Canada
ccouillard@bell�ight.com
1-514-755-5729
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