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GLOBAL CALL TO ACTION TO CHAMPION
ACTIVE MOBILITY POST COVID-19

June 3rd, 2020

Amsterdam, the Netherlands

Today, on the UN’s World Bicycle Day 2020, BYCS and its network of Bicycle Mayors & Leaders

are launching a Global Call to Action to Champion Active Mobility post COVID-19.

⏲

https://bycs.pr.co/


There has been an extraordinary uptake of cycling in cities worldwide due to urban movement

restrictions related to the COVID-19 pandemic. This unprecedented global health emergency

has also triggered the fastest transformation of city space in modern history to benefit

pedestrians and cyclists. Putting active mobility first will ensure safe, appropriately distanced

access to vital public spaces. It also provides a solution to the short-term decrease in public

transport use and the potential increase in private automobiles as movement restrictions ease.

Importantly, prioritising active mobility will help to reduce carbon emissions and pollution in

cities. 

It is crucial that the current policies aimed at facilitating cycling extend well into the recovery

period and jumpstart a permanent shift towards human-centric cities where pedestrians and

cyclists are placed at the top of mobility hierarchies. The World Health Organization (WHO)

recognizes that improved active transportation is a pathway for achieving greater socio-

economic and health equity, increased community engagement, environmental awareness and

a positive impact on climate. To ensure this shift, it is necessary for civil society to have a voice

on this issue  and hold governments accountable. The bicycle is a simple, affordable, reliable

and environmentally fit tool that has the capacity to remedy deeply entrenched social ills that

have been made more evident than ever during this pandemic. 

On this important day, 70 members from 31 countries of BYCS’ Global Bicycle Mayor & Leader

Network are issuing a joint call for local governments across the world to put the health and

wellbeing of all citizens first and adhere to the following actions:

Facilitate and extend temporary “Light Individual Transport” lanes across key urban

corridors, and commit to permanent, protected infrastructure. 

Increase the provision of public space for outdoor activity, especially in neighborhoods

without open spaces, to mitigate harmful physical and mental health effects.

Accelerate existing programs aimed at improving active mobility and implementing traffic-

calmed streets at the neighborhood level as well as policies designed to reduce urban car use.

Develop programs and policies aimed at strengthening “Human Infrastructure” to facilitate

an inclusive uptake of cycling and the development of a “culture of the bicycle”, such as bike

purchases and repair subsidies, funding for local advocacy groups, and citizen training on

how to cycle and increase confidence on the road, with an emphasis on children and

communities historically excluded from cycling investments.



Establish an international cooperative framework to share knowledge and best practices for

the implementation of measures directed at improving cycling and walking.

Implement more rigorous participatory tools for citizens to have a say on active mobility and

access to public space, including surveys, forums and digital democracy tools.

ACCESS FULL DOCUMENT IN ENGLISH 

ACCESS FULL DOCUMENT IN SPANISH

To support our Call to Action, people around the world are encouraged to share this unified call

on #WorldBicycleDay

Citizens: Find out what your local Bicycle Mayor is doing and get involved in their work. If your

city does not have a Bicycle Mayor, then help BYCS to find one. Take a look at the full list of

Bicycle Mayors and more info on how to elect one here. 

City leaders and planners: Commit to or continue implementing these principles that prioritise

active mobility in your cities. For inspiration and ideas on how to start transforming your city

connect with BYCS through www.bycs.org

Notes to editors:

Contacts 

Lucas Snaije

Research & Communications

Mail: lucas@bycs.org

Phone: +33 6 02 09 19 18

Maud de Vries

Co-founder & CEO

Mail: maud@bycs.org 

Phone: +31 651 492 843

BYCS

https://bycs.org/wp-content/uploads/2020/06/BYCS_Global-Call-for-Action.pdf
https://bycs.org/wp-content/uploads/2020/06/BYCS_Global-Call-for-Action_Spanish.pdf
https://bycs.org/our-work/bicycle-mayor/
http://www.bycs.org/
mailto:lucas@bycs.org


BYCS is an Amsterdam-based social enterprise driven by the belief that bicycles transform cities

and cities transform the world. Our mission is called 50by30: 50% of all trips by bicycle by

2030. It demands the brightest ideas and the most determined action. And we believe it will

lead to a fundamental increase in health, happiness and prosperity for all. We work towards

50by30 through initiating, testing and scaling breakthrough ideas around cycling. We invest

our profits into managing the global Bicycle Mayor program. In all our work, we always ask –

‘where can the bicycle take us?’

The Global Bicycle Mayor & Leaders Network
The Bicycle Mayor & Leader Network is a global movement of city catalysts. Members identify

and lead projects that can make the biggest impact for cycling in cities, and unite everyone to

take action. Bicycle Mayors act according to local need but with the support of the energy and

ideas from the global network. The group is motivated by the way that increased cycling

radically improves physical and mental health, as well as addresses systemic city challenges

around air pollution, community cohesion and climate change. There are currently 100 mayors

in 35 countries. 

World Bicycle Day:
Acknowledging the uniqueness, longevity and versatility of the bicycle, which has been in use

for two centuries, and that it is a simple, affordable, reliable, clean and environmentally fit and

sustainable means of transportation, fostering environmental stewardship and health, the

General Assembly decided to declare 3

June World Bicycle Day in 2018.
It encouraged stakeholders to emphasize and advance the use of the bicycle as a means of

fostering sustainable development, strengthening education, including physical education, for

children and young people, promoting health, preventing disease, promoting tolerance, mutual

understanding and respect and facilitating social inclusion and a culture of peace.

https://bycs.org/bm-network-map/
https://ecf.com/sites/ecf.com/files/civicrm/persist/contribute/files/A-72-L.43_World%20Bicycle%20Day.pdf


ABOUT BYCS

BYCS sees a world where 50% of all city trips are by bicycle by 2030. We call this global vision 50by30. This
ambitious goal demands the brightest ideas and the most determined action. We believe it will lead to
fundamentally healthier, happier and more prosperous cities.

BYCS acts as a catalyst for breakthrough solutions around cycling. We create and accelerate ideas, and we kick
start collaborations. We're pursuing our bold 50by30 goal by launching innovative programs that can scale and
engage people globally.

To realise 50by30, we work with others who share our vision. If you'd like to contribute to one of our programs or
have a suggestion for a way we could collaborate, we'd love to hear from you.
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