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Bell Completes First Fuselage for MV-75
Cheyenne

Wichita, KS (November 16, 2026) – Bell Textron Inc., a Textron Inc. company (NYSE:TXT),

announced the completion of the �rst fuselage for the MV-75 Cheyenne today. This

milestone comes just two years after Bell selected Wichita as the site for MV-75 fuselage

manufacturing in support of the U.S. Army’s Future Long Range Assault Aircraft (FLRAA)

program.

Leveraging decades of experience, the Bell team designed and assembled the complete

fuselage from nose to tail. This includes each of the major assemblies: Fwd Fuse, Mid Fuse,

Aft Fuse and Fuselage Mate. The team supports the full process, starting from primary

structure to mating, joining and installing fuselage skins.

All MV-75 fuselage operations are performed at the Wichita Assembly Center (WAC) in

Wichita, KS, Bell’s latest investment in our manufacturing infrastructure to support MV-75

production. This state-of-the-art facility was designed to rapidly scale production by
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leveraging equipment such as advanced drilling technology, enabling the team to reduce

cycle time on the fuselage while improving safety and quality.

“This achievement is a testament to the dedication and agility of Bell and the entire MV-75

team, who rapidly established infrastructure and moved with purpose to design and

assemble the �rst fuselage,” said Adam Blackford, general manager, Wichita Assembly

Center, Bell. “The completion of this fuselage re�ects our unwavering commitment to

delivering the MV-75 Cheyenne to our war�ghters.”

The fuselage has been delivered to Bell’s Amarillo Assembly Center in Amarillo, TX where

the team is preparing to mate it with the completed wing structure and nacelle. The team will

then load the MV-75 into a full-scale structural test �xture being purpose-built to calibrate

instrumentation strain gauges and proof load the aircraft. This will be the �rst major test of

the MV-75's capability and demonstrate its structural reliability and safety.

The completion of the fuselage, wing, and nacelles marks a signi�cant milestone for the �rst

MV-75 test aircraft and moves Bell and Team Cheyenne one step closer to completing the

build and beginning �ight test. Our top priority is delivering this next-generation capability

to the Army with urgency, without sacri�cing on quality or safety.

###

This material is based upon work supported by the Army Contracting Command - Redstone

Arsenal under Contract No. W58RGZ-23-C-0001. Any opinions, �ndings and conclusions or

recommendations expressed in this material are those of the author(s) and do not

necessarily re�ect the views of the Army Contracting Command - Redstone Arsenal.
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About Bell

About Bell

Thinking above and beyond is what we do. For more than 90 years, we’ve been reimagining

the experience of �ight – and where it can take us.

We're an aerospace and defense company that engineers and manufactures aircraft for

critical solutions in extreme scenarios. We're breaking barriers in lifting people to safety

across transportation, medical, rescue and military services, and leading the industry in

future solutions that are fast, reliable and e�cient.

Headquartered in Fort Worth, Texas – as a wholly-owned subsidiary of Textron Inc., – we

have strategic locations around the globe. And with generations of employees who have

served, many in combat theatre of operation, helping our military achieve their missions is a

passion of ours. Above all, our breakthrough innovations deliver exceptional experiences to

our customers. E�ciently. Reliably. And always, with safety at the forefront.  

About Textron Inc.

Textron Inc. is a multi-industry company that leverages its global network of aircraft,

defense, industrial and �nance businesses to provide customers with innovative solutions

and services. Textron is known around the world for its powerful brands such as Bell,

Cessna, Beechcraft, Hawker, Jacobsen, Kautex, Lycoming, E-Z-GO, Textron Systems, and

TRU Simulation + Training. For more information, visit: www.textron.com.

Certain statements in this press release are forward-looking statements which may project

revenues or describe strategies, goals, outlook or other non-historical matters; these

statements speak only as of the date on which they are made, and we undertake no

obligation to update or revise any forward-looking statements.

These statements are subject to known and unknown risks, uncertainties, and other factors

that may cause our actual results to di�er materially from those expressed or implied by

such forward-looking statements.
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Contact details

Copy link

https://news.bell�ight.com/en-US/274666-bell-completes-�rst-fuselage-for-mv-75-

cheyenne/

Jasmine Tillman
Military | MV-75, Flight School Next
jtillman01@bell�ight.com
817-308-7380
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