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Bell’s Flight Camp Sparks Early Interest in
Aerospace Manufacturing
Inspiring the next generation of innovators through hands-on learning and exploration
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Bell proudly hosts Flight Camp each summer in Amarillo, Texas, giving local middle school

students an early look into the world of aerospace and advanced manufacturing. The

weeklong program introduces participants ages 11 to 13 to engineering, aviation, supply

chain and other STEM pathways that shape the region’s future. For many students, Bell has

always been part of the landscape: �ying over their neighborhoods, supporting their

community, and powering innovation in the Texas panhandle. The opportunity to learn

directly from the people behind the aircraft sparks real excitement and possibility.

Bell’s Amarillo Assembly Center plays a critical role in building some of the company’s most

advanced aircraft, including the V-22 Osprey and H-1 helicopter platforms. The site is

recognized for its strong culture of safety, quality and innovation, and its teams consistently

deliver aircraft that support missions around the world. With a workforce rooted in the local
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community, the Amarillo site is also a hub for hands-on learning and professional growth,

making it an ideal location for inspiring the next generation of talent.

Bell’s Flight Camp operates through the ‘Badger Kids College’ program at Amarillo College

and is part of a broader collaboration to strengthen the region’s future workforce.

Throughout the week, students explore a wide range of careers at Bell, from engineering

and manufacturing to operations, and take part in hands-on activities that mirror real-world

problem solving. By the end of the program, campers recognize how their unique interests

and strengths can contribute to Bell’s mission and to the innovations of tomorrow.

“Our hope is to have participants who love Bell and continue the path to become interns and

employees,” said Sonja Clark, Amarillo Site Leader. “People in the community often share

how special and memorable the Flight Camp experience was for their friends or family.”
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Since 2019, Bell has led the charge in creating the curriculum and providing an enriched

learning environment, courtesy of Amarillo College. Campers learn about the di�erent

engineering disciplines through projects like building rubber band helicopters, model plane
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circuits, and robotic arms. Students gain hands-on experience with problem-solving,

manufacturing disciplines, and other valuable tools.

Summer interns are an integral part of Bell’s Flight Camp, serving as “camp counselors.”

They contribute to each student’s success by assisting with classroom activities,

supporting logistics, providing mentorship, and serving as positive role models. Through

sharing their educational and career experiences with students, they also help promote

professional development and interpersonal skills. Together, interns, engineers, and

operational managers inspire the next generation of aerospace enthusiasts.

At the end of the week, students visit Bell’s Amarillo Aircraft Assembly Center and see the

magic in person.

“The whole exercise broadens their awareness of the Bell operations. They understand you

don’t have to be a pilot or someone who builds aircraft,” added Clark. “You can work in

design, repairs, purchasing the parts or another support team entirely.” Students start to

understand the teamwork and collaboration that happens behind the scenes. They see how

everyone works together to advance the Bell mission and leave inspired by future career

opportunities.

For more information on Bell Flight Camp, visit https://www.actx.edu/kidscollege/
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About Bell

About Bell

Thinking above and beyond is what we do. For more than 90 years, we’ve been reimagining

the experience of �ight – and where it can take us.

We're an aerospace and defense company that engineers and manufactures aircraft for

critical solutions in extreme scenarios. We're breaking barriers in lifting people to safety

across transportation, medical, rescue and military services, and leading the industry in

future solutions that are fast, reliable and e�cient.

Headquartered in Fort Worth, Texas – as a wholly-owned subsidiary of Textron Inc., – we

have strategic locations around the globe. And with nearly one quarter of our workforce

having served, helping our military achieve their missions is a passion of ours. Above all, our

breakthrough innovations deliver exceptional experiences to our customers. E�ciently.

Reliably. And always, with safety at the forefront.  

About Textron Inc.

Textron Inc. is a multi-industry company that leverages its global network of aircraft,

defense, industrial and �nance businesses to provide customers with innovative solutions

and services. Textron is known around the world for its powerful brands such as Bell,

Cessna, Beechcraft, Hawker, Jacobsen, Kautex, Lycoming, E-Z-GO, Textron Systems, and

TRU Simulation + Training. For more information, visit: www.textron.com.

Certain statements in this press release are forward-looking statements which may project

revenues or describe strategies, goals, outlook or other non-historical matters; these

statements speak only as of the date on which they are made, and we undertake no

obligation to update or revise any forward-looking statements.

These statements are subject to known and unknown risks, uncertainties, and other factors

that may cause our actual results to di�er materially from those expressed or implied by
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Contact details

Copy link

https://news.bell�ight.com/en-US/267661-bell-s-�ight-camp-sparks-early-interest-in-

aerospace-manufacturing/

such forward-looking statements, including, but not limited to, changes in aircraft delivery

schedules or cancelations or deferrals of orders.

Lindsey Hughes
Corporate Inquiries
lhughes@bell�ight.com
+1 817-280-1413

Megan Co�man
Commercial Business | Americas
mco�man@bell�ight.com
+1 817-233-8864

Gianna Messina
Commercial Business | Europe, Middle East,
Africa
gmessina@bell�ight.com
682-219-3532
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