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AUSA 2026: Bell Highlights 407M Following
Recent Iraq FMS Approval

As anticipation builds for AUSA 2026, Bell is highlighting its Special Missions Aircraft (SMA),

which combines the bene�ts of its proven commercial portfolio, with integrated modern

military systems for para-public and para-military missions today. This follows the recent

U.S. Department of State approval of a potential Foreign Military Sale (FMS) to Iraq for Bell

407M and Bell 412EPX helicopters and associated equipment.

The announcement underscores continued demand for proven, mission-ready multi-role

rotary-wing platforms around the world and reinforces Bell's commitment to supporting

regional security and operational requirements. The proposed acquisition is expected to

enhance Iraq's rotary-wing transport, reconnaissance and air-to-surface targeting

capabilities.

At AUSA 2026, Bell will have its 407M on static display - along with the MV-75 Cheyenne -

o�ering media the opportunity for walkarounds and closer inspection of the aircraft and its
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various con�gurations. Representatives will also be available to discuss the platform and

regional market developments.

The Bell 407M, based on the iconic OH-58 Kiowa, with its 750,000 combat �ight hours, has

been designed to deliver multi-mission �exibility, supporting armed reconnaissance,

security, border patrol and light attack missions. The platform is particularly relevant for

operators across the globe seeking a cost-e�ective and highly adaptable military rotorcraft

solution. Designed to be easily recon�gured within 30 minutes between various missions,

the Bell 407M meets the growing need for public safety and defense requirements.

Representatives will be on hand at the Bell Textron booth #2425 to discuss topics

including:

• Military rotorcraft requirements across the Middle East and Africa

• Bell's Special Missions Aircraft and future growth opportunities

• Operational capabilities of the Bell 407M
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About Bell

About Bell

Thinking above and beyond is what we do. For more than 90 years, we’ve been reimagining

the experience of �ight – and where it can take us.

We're an aerospace and defense company that engineers and manufactures aircraft for

critical solutions in extreme scenarios. We're breaking barriers in lifting people to safety

across transportation, medical, rescue and military services, and leading the industry in

future solutions that are fast, reliable and e�cient.

Headquartered in Fort Worth, Texas – as a wholly-owned subsidiary of Textron Inc., – we

have strategic locations around the globe. And with generations of employees who have

served, many in combat theatre of operation, helping our military achieve their missions is a

passion of ours. Above all, our breakthrough innovations deliver exceptional experiences to

our customers. E�ciently. Reliably. And always, with safety at the forefront.  

About Textron Inc.

Textron Inc. is a multi-industry company that leverages its global network of aircraft,

defense, industrial and �nance businesses to provide customers with innovative solutions

and services. Textron is known around the world for its powerful brands such as Bell,

Cessna, Beechcraft, Hawker, Jacobsen, Kautex, Lycoming, E-Z-GO, Textron Systems, and

TRU Simulation + Training. For more information, visit: www.textron.com.

Certain statements in this press release are forward-looking statements which may project

revenues or describe strategies, goals, outlook or other non-historical matters; these

statements speak only as of the date on which they are made, and we undertake no

obligation to update or revise any forward-looking statements.

These statements are subject to known and unknown risks, uncertainties, and other factors

that may cause our actual results to di�er materially from those expressed or implied by
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Contact details

Copy link

https://news.bell�ight.com/en-US/272981-ausa-2026-bell-highlights-407m-following-

recent-iraq-fms-approval/

such forward-looking statements, including, but not limited to, changes in aircraft delivery

schedules or cancelations or deferrals of orders.

Wesley Bates
Defense
wbates@bell�ight.com
+1 817-239-5767
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