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Fort Worth, Texas (March 19, 2019) – During the thirty years since the V-22 Osprey first

flew, the tiltrotor aircraft, built by Bell Helicopter, a Textron Inc. (NYSE: TXT) company, and

Boeing [NYSE: BA], has fundamentally changed how the U.S. Marine Corps and Air Force

operate in combat and support humanitarian operations. The V-22 has become one of the most

in-demand and reliable aircraft in military service with its unique vertical maneuverability

combined with the speed, range and fuel efficiency of a fixed-wing airplane.

So far, more than 375 V-22 aircraft have accumulated more than 450,000 flight hours across a

spectrum of missions. Soon, the U.S. Navy will begin using a new V-22 variant to deliver

personnel and cargo to its aircraft carriers, becoming the latest operator leveraging the aircraft’s

unique capabilities.
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“Over the last 30 years, the V-22 has reshaped power projection, assault
support and special operations airlift. Since that first flight in Arlington Texas,
the V-22 has proven its worth on the battlefields of Iraq Afghanistan, Syria and
around the world. Thirty years later, now a networked platform, still with
unmatched speed, and battlespace reach, the V-22 continues to enable global
power projection and worldwide crisis response on a scale never before
possible. The US Services and our allies look forward to the next 30 years of
V-22s dominating the battlefield.”
— said U.S. Marine Corps Col. Matthew Kelly, V-22 Joint Program manager.

The V-22 has deployed to operations in Afghanistan, Iraq, and Kuwait, and participated in

humanitarian operations, including earthquake relief in Haiti and Japan and hurricane

response in the United States. Military leaders continue to find new uses for the V-22. The

missions it performs include airborne command and control, airborne fleet logistics, combat

search and rescue and special operations support, among others.

 

“The Osprey continues to prove that tiltrotor technology has many benefits for
operators challenged in the toughest environments. The V-22 enables
operations in a way that was not previously possible. The high demand for
Ospreys is a signal that the aircraft is essential for customers around the
world.”
— aid Chris Gehler, vice president, Bell V-22 Program and deputy program director, Bell Boeing V-22



The V-22’s unique tiltrotor design means the aircraft takes off and lands like a helicopter and

flies as a propeller-driven aircraft. These characteristics offer the tactical flexibility to deploy

with a smaller logistical footprint and without a runway to access areas that are unreachable

with any other aircraft. Major production locations are Philadelphia and Amarillo, with Rolls-

Royce producing the aircraft’s two engines in its Indianapolis facility. The V-22 industry team is

not only producing new aircraft, but it is also working with the Marine Corps to reduce the

number of aircraft configurations and simplify designs for readiness improvements for the

active V-22 inventory.

 

To download video and images of the V-22, visit the Defense Video and Image Distribution

System website.

For more information on Bell aircraft, please visit https://www.bellflight.com, and follow us

on YouTube, LinkedIn, Twitter, Facebook and Instagram.
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ABOUT BELL

Thinking above and beyond is what we do. For more than 80 years, we’ve been reimagining the experience of
flight – and where it can take us.

We are pioneers. We were the first to break the sound barrier and to certify a commercial helicopter. We were
aboard NASA’s first lunar mission and brought advanced tiltrotor systems to market. Today, we’re defining the
future of on-demand mobility.

Headquartered in Fort Worth, Texas – as a wholly-owned subsidiary of Textron Inc., – we have strategic locations
around the globe. And with nearly one quarter of our workforce having served, helping our military achieve their
missions is a passion of ours.

Above all, our breakthrough innovations deliver exceptional experiences to our customers. Efficiently. Reliably.
And always, with safety at the forefront.

About Textron Inc.

Textron Inc. is a multi-industry company that leverages its global network of aircraft, defense, industrial and
finance businesses to provide customers with innovative solutions and services. Textron is known around the
world for its powerful brands such as Bell Helicopter, Cessna, Beechcraft, Hawker, Jacobsen, Kautex, Lycoming,
E-Z-GO, Greenlee, Textron Off Road, Arctic Cat, Textron Systems, and TRU Simulation + Training. For more
information, visit: www.textron.com.

Certain statements in this press release are forward-looking statements which may project revenues or describe
strategies, goals, outlook or other non-historical matters; these statements speak only as of the date on which
they are made, and we undertake no obligation to update or revise any forward-looking statements. These
statements are subject to known and unknown risks, uncertainties, and other factors that may cause our actual
results to differ materially from those expressed or implied by such forward-looking statements, including, but not
limited to, changes in aircraft delivery schedules or cancellations or deferrals of orders; our ability to keep pace
with our competitors in the introduction of new products and upgrades with features and technologies desired by
our customers; changes in government regulations or policies on the export and import of our products; volatility
in the global economy or changes in worldwide political conditions that adversely impact demand for our
products; volatility in interest rates or foreign exchange rates; and risks related to our international business,
including establishing and maintaining facilities in locations around the world and relying on joint venture partners,
subcontractors, suppliers, representatives, consultants and other business partners in connection with
international business, including in emerging market countries.

https://pr.co/?utm_source=newsroom&utm_medium=poweredby&utm_campaign=powered_by_bell-helicopter
http://www.textron.com/


Bellnewsroom

http://news.bellflight.com/en-US
http://news.bellflight.com/

