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Eyes of A Bell: Astrum Helicopters

Gustavo Giron Jr. (GG) and Gustavo Giron Sr (SR) own and
operate Astrum Helicopters in Belize.

Q:  Could you tell us a little bit about yourself and how you became a
helicopter pilot?
[GG] - I used to be a Consultant in New York City for Accenture, then one day after doing lots

of market research and visiting a number of locations, along with my father, we decided to open

up a helicopter company in Belize. I had always loved helicopters and becoming a pilot was

always a dream, my father had been flying all his life (planes since 12, then helicopters in his

20’s) and my grandfather was also a fixed wing pilot. When we opened the company in Belize I

got my rotorcraft private license and a year after my commercial license in the USA.
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Gustavo SR (left) with Gustavo JR (right) in their Bell 407.

[SR] - I became a pilot following a life changing experience I had after an earthquake which

affected Guatemala on February of 1976. After the quake, a friend asked me to assist him with

taking food and medication supplies to different towns in the country side that were destroyed.

We traveled in his 206Bll Jet Ranger. I already knew how to fly a fixed-wing but the experience

of flying a helicopter and being able to land almost everywhere intrigued me. This is when I

realized I wanted to learn how to pilot a helicopter.



Gustavo SR (right) with Gustavo JR (middle) with a Bell 47. 

Q: Describe your unique flying experience in Belize. What aspects of
Belize do you like to highlight? What’s it like to fly across Central America
and its exotic locations?

Q: What are your favorite part of documenting Astrum Helicopters on
Instagram?
[GG] - We absolutely love to be able to share with people from all over the globe a little glimpse

of what is like to experience hovering over dazzling shades of blue water of the second largest

Great Barrier Reef in the world with pristine marine reserve sites, and having of the thrill of

constantly flying over a World Heritage Site of UNESCO – The Great Blue Hole.



Meet Thor, Astrum's "heli-dog" (@helidogthor) - CPO - Chief Play Officer

Q: How would you describe the “perfect Instagram shot?” What is your
favorite photo you’ve taken this year?

   (@helidogthor) * Instagram photos and videos
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[GG] - It was when we flew both our Bell 206 and 407, 100 kilometers into the ocean to Belize’s

Great Blue Hole, where we had a photographer on a harness hanging out of our Jet Ranger to

get the perfect angle of the 407 in the very center of the Great Blue Hole. As we all know 407

flies pretty fast, so as you can imagine it took quite a few tries to actually get the perfect photo.

Q: What is your history with Bell aircraft?



[GG] - Mostly all my experience is with Bell. Amazing parts and customer support, very reliable

helicopters. I have mostly flown Bell 206 B3 Jet Rangers, Bell 206 L4 Long Rangers and Bell

407‘s (my favorite). I am now a CFI and happily did all my instruction using a Bell 206 Jet

Ranger.

[SR] - I started flying back in 1977 using a Bell 47G3. I then started flying a Bell 47G3B2 and

206 B II Jet Ranger. At the time, myself and another pilot brought the first 206 LIV Long

Ranger to Guatemala. The next helicopter I flew was the 206 A Jet Ranger. Other models I have

flown include the Bell 407, 206 Long Ranger, Long Ranger LII and Long Ranger LIII.



Gustavo JR in a Bell 206B3 Jet Ranger

Q: At Bell, one of our main objectives is to thrill our customers, both pilots
and passengers. What is one thrilling aspect of flying Bells that people
might not know?



ABOUT BELL

Thinking above and beyond is what we do. For more than 80 years, we’ve been reimagining the experience of
flight – and where it can take us.

We are pioneers. We were the first to break the sound barrier and to certify a commercial helicopter. We were
aboard NASA’s first lunar mission and brought advanced tiltrotor systems to market. Today, we’re defining the
future of on-demand mobility.

Headquartered in Fort Worth, Texas – as a wholly-owned subsidiary of Textron Inc., – we have strategic locations
around the globe. And with nearly one quarter of our workforce having served, helping our military achieve their
missions is a passion of ours.

Above all, our breakthrough innovations deliver exceptional experiences to our customers. Efficiently. Reliably.
And always, with safety at the forefront.

About Textron Inc.

Textron Inc. is a multi-industry company that leverages its global network of aircraft, defense, industrial and
finance businesses to provide customers with innovative solutions and services. Textron is known around the
world for its powerful brands such as Bell Helicopter, Cessna, Beechcraft, Hawker, Jacobsen, Kautex, Lycoming,
E-Z-GO, Greenlee, Textron Off Road, Arctic Cat, Textron Systems, and TRU Simulation + Training. For more
information, visit: www.textron.com.

Certain statements in this press release are forward-looking statements which may project revenues or describe
strategies, goals, outlook or other non-historical matters; these statements speak only as of the date on which
they are made, and we undertake no obligation to update or revise any forward-looking statements. These
statements are subject to known and unknown risks, uncertainties, and other factors that may cause our actual
results to differ materially from those expressed or implied by such forward-looking statements, including, but not
limited to, changes in aircraft delivery schedules or cancellations or deferrals of orders; our ability to keep pace

[GG] - Bell Helicopters are very safe and allow you to do things no other aircraft can. Our

customers frequently are amazed with our Bell helicopters and tend to say how smooth and

comfortable the flights are.

[SR] - One of the best aspects of flying a Bell to me, is their customer support. Their

maintenance manuals are very easy to follow. Bell is also a very trustworthy company making

very strong machines, a real "work horse." Bell helicopters are very safe and allow you to do

things no other aircraft can.

 

http://www.textron.com/


with our competitors in the introduction of new products and upgrades with features and technologies desired by
our customers; changes in government regulations or policies on the export and import of our products; volatility
in the global economy or changes in worldwide political conditions that adversely impact demand for our
products; volatility in interest rates or foreign exchange rates; and risks related to our international business,
including establishing and maintaining facilities in locations around the world and relying on joint venture partners,
subcontractors, suppliers, representatives, consultants and other business partners in connection with
international business, including in emerging market countries.
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