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Record Performance at Bell
Building on a full year’s worth of testing and more than 85 hours of flight time, Bell’s V-280

Valor reached its namesake cruising speed of 280 knots true airspeed this week.

Bell and Team Valor continue to methodically and very successfully expand the flight envelope.

The aircraft continues to prove its performance is well beyond legacy rotorcraft and will deliver

revolutionary capability for warfighters as part of the Future of Vertical Lift (FVL) program.

It is a remarkable achievement to hit this airspeed for the V-280 Valor in just
over a year of flight testing. Beyond the exemplary speed and agility of this
aircraft, this significant milestone is yet another proof point that the V-280 is
mature technology, and the future is now for FVL capability set 3.
— Keith Flail, vice president of Advanced Vertical Lift Systems at Bell

Purpose-built to conduct long range assault at twice the speed and range of existing medium lift

helicopters, the V-280’s technical maturity demonstrates that close collaboration between

government and industry can deliver transformational capabilities in a rapid and sustainable

process.

Cruising at twice the speed of legacy helicopters, with double the range, really
changes the way the U.S. military can enable multi-domain operations. By
eliminating forward refueling points alone, leaders can focus on operational
goals while minimizing logistical burdens.
— Ryan Ehinger, V-280 program manager at Bell

Additionally, Bell’s digital design and design-as-built methodology for the V-280 focused on

creating a sustainable and affordable aircraft. The team took great care to simplify designs and

advance technology readiness to inform requirements for FVL CS3. 

As the program moves into 2019, V-280 flight testing will continue to prove out Bell’s key

performance parameters and reduce FVL risk in the U.S. Army led Joint Multi-Role Technology

Demonstrator (JMR-TD) program. The next stages will expand the performance envelope

highlighting further low-speed agility maneuvers, angles of bank and autonomous flight.

⏲

https://www.amrdec.army.mil/amrdec/success-jmr-td.html
http://bellflight.com/military/bell-v-280


ABOUT BELL

Thinking above and beyond is what we do. For more than 80 years, we’ve been reimagining the experience of
flight – and where it can take us.

We are pioneers. We were the first to break the sound barrier and to certify a commercial helicopter. We were
aboard NASA’s first lunar mission and brought advanced tiltrotor systems to market. Today, we’re defining the
future of on-demand mobility.

Headquartered in Fort Worth, Texas – as a wholly-owned subsidiary of Textron Inc., – we have strategic locations
around the globe. And with nearly one quarter of our workforce having served, helping our military achieve their
missions is a passion of ours.

Above all, our breakthrough innovations deliver exceptional experiences to our customers. Efficiently. Reliably.
And always, with safety at the forefront.

About Textron Inc.

Textron Inc. is a multi-industry company that leverages its global network of aircraft, defense, industrial and
finance businesses to provide customers with innovative solutions and services. Textron is known around the
world for its powerful brands such as Bell Helicopter, Cessna, Beechcraft, Hawker, Jacobsen, Kautex, Lycoming,
E-Z-GO, Greenlee, Textron Off Road, Arctic Cat, Textron Systems, and TRU Simulation + Training. For more

These milestones continue to demonstrate that the V-280 Valor is ready and that the Future of

Vertical Lift is now.

The latest flight statistics include:

Forward flight at 280 knots true airspeed

Over 85 hours of flight and more than 180 rotor turn hours

In-flight transitions between cruise mode and vertical takeoff and landing

45-degree banked turns at 200 knots indicated airspeed

4500 feet per minute rate of climb and sustained flight at 11,500 feet altitude

Single flight ferry of over 370 miles

Demonstrated low and high-speed agility with fly-by-wire controls

To see updates on the V-280 Valor and learn more about the new capabilities, please visit

https://www.bellflight.com/military/bell-v-280, and follow us on YouTube, LinkedIn, Twitter,

Facebook and Instagram.

https://www.instagram.com/bellflight/?hl=en
https://www.facebook.com/BellFlight/
https://twitter.com/bellflight?lang=en
https://www.linkedin.com/company/bell-flight/
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCNzUMvXNewuUaA9jTzzIhOQ
https://www.bellflight.com/military/bell-v-280


information, visit: www.textron.com.

Certain statements in this press release are forward-looking statements which may project revenues or describe
strategies, goals, outlook or other non-historical matters; these statements speak only as of the date on which
they are made, and we undertake no obligation to update or revise any forward-looking statements. These
statements are subject to known and unknown risks, uncertainties, and other factors that may cause our actual
results to differ materially from those expressed or implied by such forward-looking statements, including, but not
limited to, changes in aircraft delivery schedules or cancellations or deferrals of orders; our ability to keep pace
with our competitors in the introduction of new products and upgrades with features and technologies desired by
our customers; changes in government regulations or policies on the export and import of our products; volatility
in the global economy or changes in worldwide political conditions that adversely impact demand for our
products; volatility in interest rates or foreign exchange rates; and risks related to our international business,
including establishing and maintaining facilities in locations around the world and relying on joint venture partners,
subcontractors, suppliers, representatives, consultants and other business partners in connection with
international business, including in emerging market countries.
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