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CES 2019 – Las Vegas (Jan. 7, 2019) – Bell Helicopter, a Textron Inc. (NYSE: TXT)

company, revealed the configuration and full-scale vertical-takeoff-and-landing (VTOL) air taxi

vehicle today during CES 2019. The air taxi, named Bell Nexus, is powered by a hybrid-electric

propulsion system and features Bell’s signature powered lift concept incorporating six tilting

ducted fans that are designed to safely and efficiently redefine air travel.

 

BELL NEXUS

As space at the ground level becomes limited, we must solve transportation
challenges in the vertical dimension – and that’s where Bell’s on-demand
mobility vision takes hold. The industry has anticipated the reveal of our air taxi
for some time, so Bell is very proud of this moment. We believe the design,
taken with our strategic approach to build this infrastructure, will lead to the
successful deployment of the Bell Nexus to the world.
— Mitch Snyder, president and CEO, Bell

Bell Nexus means the nexus of transport and technology and of comfort and convenience.

Nexus captures the long-sought-after vision of quick air travel with a unique in-flight

experience, keeping passengers connected to their lives and saving valuable time.

 

Team Nexus, consisting of Bell, Safran, EPS, Thales, Moog and Garmin, are collaborating on

Bell’s VTOL aircraft and on-demand mobility solutions. Bell will lead the design, development

and production of the VTOL systems. Safran will provide the hybrid propulsion and drive

systems, EPS will provide the energy storage systems, Thales will provide the Flight Control

Computer (FCC) hardware and software, Moog will develop the flight control actuation systems

and Garmin will integrate the avionics and the vehicle management computer (VMC).

 

AUTONOMOUS POD TRANSPORT (APT)
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Alongside the debut of Bell Nexus, Bell will feature the Autonomous Pod Transport (APT) – an

exciting new venture for Bell. The APT family varies in payload capability that can serve many

mission sets from medical, law enforcement, offshore missions and on-demand delivery

services. Bell is expanding into a new industry to show the full spectrum of our capabilities and

the real-world challenges APT will address.

 

FUTURE FLIGHT CONTROLS

Bell’s Future Flight Controls simulator will be a new experience for CES participants this year.

Bell is actively collecting data to help shape the future flight controls of aviation. Data from

these simulators will be used to determine what actions and interfaces are intuitive to the

average potential operator and what prior experiences and abilities contribute to these

opinions.

 

Urban air travel is coming closer to the masses through recent advancements in technology and

software. The critical last step is designing a flight control ecosystem that allows individuals to

safely and efficiently operate urban air vehicles.

 

Last year, Bell provided the world a glimpse into the air taxi passenger experience and now,

attendees will see the full vision. From Jan. 8 to 11, CES attendees can stop by the Bell booth

(LVCC, North Hall – Booth 5431) to experience a new world of transportation.

 

View a full schedule of Bell’s plans for CES here or contact the Bell CES team for more

information and receive daily updates from the show floor.

 

Get a first look at Bell Nexus.
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ABOUT BELL

Thinking above and beyond is what we do. For more than 80 years, we’ve been reimagining the experience of
flight – and where it can take us.

We are pioneers. We were the first to break the sound barrier and to certify a commercial helicopter. We were
aboard NASA’s first lunar mission and brought advanced tiltrotor systems to market. Today, we’re defining the
future of on-demand mobility.

Headquartered in Fort Worth, Texas – as a wholly-owned subsidiary of Textron Inc., – we have strategic locations
around the globe. And with nearly one quarter of our workforce having served, helping our military achieve their
missions is a passion of ours.

Above all, our breakthrough innovations deliver exceptional experiences to our customers. Efficiently. Reliably.
And always, with safety at the forefront.

About Textron Inc.

Textron Inc. is a multi-industry company that leverages its global network of aircraft, defense, industrial and
finance businesses to provide customers with innovative solutions and services. Textron is known around the
world for its powerful brands such as Bell Helicopter, Cessna, Beechcraft, Hawker, Jacobsen, Kautex, Lycoming,
E-Z-GO, Greenlee, Textron Off Road, Arctic Cat, Textron Systems, and TRU Simulation + Training. For more
information, visit: www.textron.com.

Certain statements in this press release are forward-looking statements which may project revenues or describe
strategies, goals, outlook or other non-historical matters; these statements speak only as of the date on which
they are made, and we undertake no obligation to update or revise any forward-looking statements. These
statements are subject to known and unknown risks, uncertainties, and other factors that may cause our actual
results to differ materially from those expressed or implied by such forward-looking statements, including, but not
limited to, changes in aircraft delivery schedules or cancellations or deferrals of orders; our ability to keep pace
with our competitors in the introduction of new products and upgrades with features and technologies desired by
our customers; changes in government regulations or policies on the export and import of our products; volatility
in the global economy or changes in worldwide political conditions that adversely impact demand for our
products; volatility in interest rates or foreign exchange rates; and risks related to our international business,
including establishing and maintaining facilities in locations around the world and relying on joint venture partners,
subcontractors, suppliers, representatives, consultants and other business partners in connection with
international business, including in emerging market countries.
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