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Bell and Semper Fly Helicopters Establish New Certified Training Facility 
 
Fort Worth, TX (March 10, 2026) Bell Textron Inc., a Textron Inc. (NYSE: TXT) company, and 
Semper Fly Helicopters, announce new Bell Certified Training Facility (CTF). This initiative 
represents a significant step forward in delivering additional regional training solutions for the Bell 
206B and positions both organizations to collaboratively service commercial customers.  
 
Additionally, this facilitates collaboration between both organizations to pursue advanced defense 
aviation training programs, such as the U.S. Army Flight School Next Program.  
 
Semper Fly Helicopters, a veteran-owned, woman-owned small business based in Norman, 
Oklahoma, operates an FAA Part 141 helicopter flight training program and provides helicopter 
flight training for the University of Oklahoma’s aviation program. Through this collaboration, Bell is 
investing in the thriving aviation and defense community in Oklahoma while supporting the growth 
of Semper Fly’s capabilities using Bell’s own standardization processes and training technology. 
 
“This collaboration reflects Bell’s commitment to delivering exceptional pilot training while 
fostering growth in the aviation and defense infrastructure in Oklahoma,” said Chad Sparks, 
general manager, Bell Training Academy. “By combining Bell’s innovative technology and training 
expertise with Semper Fly’s veteran-led approach, we are creating a regional solution that meets 
the highest standards of safety and quality. Together, we are building the next generation of 
aviators.” 
 
Certifying Semper Fly as a Bell Training organization will provide Bell 206B customers with 
expanded options for training locations while maintaining the same exceptional standards as the 
Bell Training Academy. These facilities ensure that pilots receive world-class instruction, adhering 
to Bell’s rigorous curriculum and safety protocols. Training at these certified locations includes 
critical skills such as autorotations, a hallmark of Bell’s training excellence, which underscores 
their commitment to preparing customers for real world scenarios with the highest level of 
proficiency. By offering these additional training locations, Bell continues to prioritize accessibility 
and quality, delivering the same trusted expertise closer to customers’ operational bases. 
 
“Bell’s reputation for delivering exceptional pilot training speaks for itself, and we are honored to 
now stand alongside them as a Bell Certified Training Facility,” said Brandi Rector, CEO, Semper 
Fly. “Our work together reflects a shared commitment to safety, quality, and the continuous 
advancement of helicopter training. Together, we are not only training pilots, we are helping 
shape the future of vertical aviation.” 
 
Bell and Semper Fly’s collaboration underscores their shared vision for innovation and excellence 
in aviation training. By leveraging Bell’s extensive experience and Semper Fly’s dedication to 
growth, this initiative strengthens the aviation community in Oklahoma and positions both 
organizations to provide accessible, affordable, and impactful training to Bell customers while 
also pursuing advanced defense aviation training programs. 
 
Read more about Bell’s extensive training solutions on our website and follow along for more 
news from Bell at VAI Verticon 2026.     

 
 

https://www.bellflight.com/support/commercial/training
https://www.bellflight.com/company/events/event/2026/march/verticon
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About Bell  
Thinking above and beyond is what we do. For more than 90 years, we’ve been 
reimagining the experience of flight – and where it can take us. We're an aerospace and 
defense company that engineers and manufactures aircraft for critical solutions in 
extreme scenarios. We're breaking barriers in lifting people to safety across 
transportation, medical, rescue and military services, and leading the industry in future 
solutions that are fast, reliable and efficient. Headquartered in Fort Worth, Texas – as a 
wholly-owned subsidiary of Textron Inc., – we have strategic locations around the globe. 
And with nearly one quarter of our workforce having served, helping our military achieve 
their missions is a passion of ours. Above all, our breakthrough innovations deliver 
exceptional experiences to our customers. Efficiently. Reliably. And always, with safety 
at the forefront.   
 
About Textron  
Textron Inc. is a multi-industry company that leverages its global network of aircraft, 
defense, industrial and finance businesses to provide customers with innovative 
solutions and services. Textron is known around the world for its powerful brands such 
as Bell, Cessna, Beechcraft, Pipistrel, Jacobsen, Kautex, Lycoming, E-Z-GO, and 
Textron Systems. For more information, visit: www.textron.com. 


