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‘Tilt-rotor, Texas

Statewide
officials
attend
 festivities

Employee Training Alliance at 1-
By KAY PAINE 800-795-8191 between 8 a.m. and 8
Nlmmw d p.m. Monday mn Friday.
- muumm The alliance is structured to pro-

Bell jobs could be ring away
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Information about Bell Heli-
copter jobs is just a phone uﬂ
-my Texas Workforce Commi
sion officials said Monday.
People  secking employment
information can contact the Bell

vide available job information to

prospective Bell employees based

on data collected from inquiries,

Workforce Development Director
d.

An architect's mmmmmmw
will look like in Amarrillo.

also is avdilable through the Work-

b force  Commission's  Amarillo
. Amarlocelebrted o smashing 1 e T More news:
oy i will be more effective for i i
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RO | S operators can immediately register How the V-22 Osprey works/4A
“The has landed,”” said v ‘What the Amarillo Economic Development Corp. offered to
-i-h‘ Kay Bu":y Hutchison, R- Three operators from the Work- lure Bell Helicopter to the city/SA
‘exas, during e 2
at the Amarillo Civic Center Grand e ok e duaban of per.Some of the key figures/SA
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The short list of other cities in
competition for the plant were
Atlington, Austin, College Station,
Dallas, Fort Worth, Houston and
San Antonio. The list eventually
was pared down to Amarillo and
Fort Worth.

“‘Eight months ago, Bell was
looking at 1,200 sites around Amer-
ica,”" said Sen. Phil Gramm, R-
Texas.

Fort Worth proved to be tough competition/5A

Former employees look forward to Bell’s return/SA

Real estate professionals are eager for Bell’s arrival/7A

expuicnu.

A list of the city’s largest employers/7A

database, Dressler said individuals

4 Bell facility. private  employment  agencies, delivered to Bell's door,"" he said.
“In the end, Bell Helicopter The Workforce Commission said. Questions still remained early

::ehcrebecmwlgﬂnmoh-dm formed the alliance in cooperation  Dressler also said the alliance Monday as to the unionization sta-

proposal. Amarillo put together WT a T-shirt With Amarillo Colle'u Amarillo would work in conjunction with tus of the 1,200 workers expected to

hmakx:ﬂ%ﬂldnmh‘; Amarilo Gity mmmmvzz Technical Center, Amarillo ATC to provide certain training E

history 3 never ('hnnbaofComm lhl:Alnlnl courses i perspecti Bell 1J. Birchard, president of the

better workers with more pride than "-)'li"")’i‘”'"““""‘ﬂ""° Comp,. = *

they did in Amarillo,”” Gramm said. m: Panhandle Rnpoml Planning  **Our task is going to be to make Please see JOBS on Page 4A
‘The announcement turned into a

rally, complete with T-shirts and
applause for Amarillo’s recruitment
efforts.

Dignitaries took their seats at a
head table at 10 am. to give the
crowd the news they expected and
welcomed.

The head table included both
Texas senators, Gramm and Hutchi-
son; U.S. Rep. Mac Thomberry, R-
Clarendon; Texas Speaker of the
House Pete Laney, D-Hale Center;

New school could be added

By MELANIE YEAGER

uumm;mvumum”m

llwmmmhﬂeﬁm said Les
HoyLAISDmM administration.
““I'm sure we'll get our share.”"

Bell's planned plant location is in the Highland Park

Glen Phillips, HPISD school board president, said

Mayor Kel Seliger; and members of Hw v school officials don’t have an estimated impact of Bell
ing AISD’s new . )

l.healnlyconunnuom ‘ W School, ‘built at the nortt on:hd:mtcumﬁmmm“

B d G“’“‘"“’“’fw‘“"““"f ook et commerof Coulter Steetund Firway Drive, Moore . “But we'te cxcitedabout then and find-

dou.NulNouuun. Tmystmeon mwmmmmdm i onagn.

were at the head table.

mean as many as 1,200 to 1,500
;ohl'ofAmlnllo

““We are very excited over com-
ing to Amarillo,” Stinson said.
“This will be the first major Air

to locate its V-

nmmlnm-uwmwm
Force facility to be built in decades.

Kay Bailey Hutchison has fuuhl
(for this) since she was a private cit-
izen."”

The AEDC estimates its incen-

AIKEN, S.C. (AP) — Energy struction and 400 permanent
Department officials are very jobs that come with it.
aware that politics as much as *  Workers would remove pluto- m
Y‘ﬁmtelﬁ"(':ﬂll’h)"mklﬂ nium from nuclear weapons and
m;:;ﬂefu"«m Wid ling J. Pat Hick Idn't A
Ry B 50 his excitement Monday about Canyon Indepen-
nation has about 50 tons | - geny School District’s slate of excellent state rat-
of excess plutonium. The plant ings.
would about 33 tons of d
that, Offi if the pl mﬂmmwl.Hle
left untreated, it 3 Y
i luaplh board president, to those attending a new teach-
DhlLimno the,ldete of dIuEiEh, ers’ luncheon at Valleyview Junior High School.
South Carolina lawmakers say

Politics to play role
in plutonium battle
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including a 185-acre site; sales tax
‘bonds; toward leases;

Canyon ISD’s
ratings are
‘phenomenal’

said.

Scheduled to open in fall 1999, Woodlands will
begin with about 275 students, Moore said. The new
campus currently would feed into Sam Houston Middle

Bule:Mwmmmpw
Moore said. The district already plans to shift some

" school boundaries, but eventually a new middle

mumuﬂ
AISD already owns a site north of Woodlands
mayluueewhrywbool
Mnﬂdﬂluynnooa-lyhm
the new student numbers exactly and
school district will be affected.

1f school officials’ mhﬂdmnﬂﬂ

m:mwﬂ durmowudm
“and the sy o g Ammuﬂ. pending ratings
\ it could cost s much as $80 mil- Ovr Hingr A&nm g the
respectively. Each S D ot
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how much each nomic

Highland Park Superintendent Jerry Wright said, ‘I
Mymmuuamwhh-dnq )

the economy.”

lunnkny&mnywumdm'

Malkuch said River Road can handle more students
because of ongoing construction of new classrooms.

wenmummmmduw
opportunities,” he said.
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In February 1968, the president
ofBeIlHeIlwpv-dlim
vNM into An.lllo with some

Bellhuibnl’.l.muyqndd
the nation's largest supplier of heli-
copters for the Vietnam War would
locate a  repair-and-modification
center in Amarillo.

Bell, under a lease agreement
-nm lbe city of Amarillo, took

possession of Hangars
No 4000 and 5000,
Building 5105, 'hliﬂn. Building
2206 and Steam

had been an economic mainstay of
Amarillo.

Job seekers began poumq into
the Texas Employment Commis-
sion office soon after the announce-
ment. Bell officials said about 1,000
workers would be on the job by the

people we've met so far, we're off
1o a fine relationship,”’ Ducayet told
the crowd.

Bell spokesmen said war-dam-
aged helicopters — primarily Bell-
produced ‘‘Huey” UH-1D utility
troop carriers and UH-1B mﬂp
— would be w into Amarillo

repairs and modification.
delivery of helicopters would be by
truck and later aboard military air-

craft
“I've tried very hard to be a dis-

The flight
of the
Osprey

By RICKY GEORGE
Globe-News Staft Writer

A bird of a different feather,
indeed.

The V-22 Osprey features tilt-
rotor technology. Tilt-rotor technol-
ogy combines the wing of an air-
plane with the rotors of a helicopter.
The tilt-rotor aircraft lifts off like a
helicopter and then flies like an air-

The Osprey’s two engines rotate
into an upward position for takeoff,
driving propellers to lft the aircraft
in the same manner as a helicopter.
Once airborne, however, the
engines drop down into the normal
horizontal position found on air-

planes.

Bell, a subsidiary of Providence,
R.L-based Textron, will produce the
V-22 Osprey for the military. Its
two big customers for the V-22 are
the U.S. Marine Corps and the Air
Force, said spokesman Bob Leder.
The Marines are expected to order
more than 470 Ospreys, while the
Air Force is expected to order 50.

The Marines have embraced the
program, Leder said, because they
do beach assaults and come in from
the sea. Currently, the Marines
would take helicopters for such
operations.

Each branch of the military has
its own missions for a tilt-rotor air-
craft, Leder said. The V-22 sells for
about $30 million and can carry 24
combat-equipped troops in its cabin
plus a three-person crew.

The Army would use the V-22 as
a Medivac craft, flying wounded
soldiers to major hospitals in the
rear echelon, he said.

The Navy envisions the Osprey
for anti-submarine warfare, and the
Au Force wants it for special opera-

The Marines had the largest
requirement, Leder said, as a way to
move their troops for amphibious
assaults.

The civilian version, the Bell
Boeing 609, carries six to nine pas-
sengers. So far, the company has
Ol;:uﬁordm

s M”ﬁd
late IMMMXV- 3

 Built for the Army, the XV- s-
put on the back burner because Bell
' was still heavily involved in build-
ing helicopters for use in the Viet-
nam War.
_ The next tilt-rotor concept air-
craft was called the XV-15, which
f was built in the 1970s as part of a

L

interested bystander while you all
were divvying up my air base,”
Gen. Loren McCollom, commander
of the Amarillo Air Force Base, told
the luncheon crowd. “‘But I could-
n't stand by for long without getting
involved.

““I think they (Bell) have made a
real fine decision. I don't think
they'll realize how good a decision
until they have dealings with the

File photo
In 1981, Bell employees were engaged in repair at Amarillo.

community.”"

Dec. 31. 1968, would mark the
last day for the Amarillo Air Force
Base.

““Bell is not a panacea to the ills
of Amarillo,”” Wales Madden, civic
leader, said.

First helicopter

The first Bell helicopter from the

Vietnam War arrived via truck at
the new Bell repair facility the
morning of Feb. 26, 1968, accord-
ing to a Globe-News account.

The airship — painted with
snarling tiger teeth and a hawk
dressed in a black-and-gold football
uniform — showed no sighs of
combat damage. It came to Amaril-
lo for repairs.

The new hires at Bell Helicopter
and , who had been trans-
ferred to Amarillo, were still
unpacking boxes and crates.

Soon, five ‘‘Huey' choppers
were lined up in Hangar 5000.

Seesaw employment

Between March 1969 and March
1970, Bell employed about 1,200
workers, according to an Amarillo
Chamber of Commerce report at the
time.

Also during 1970, Bell workers
overhauled about 300 helicopters,
and on June 24, 1970, repaired the
500th aircraft since the plant
opened.

SCIENCE

MATTERS

Future commercial tilt-rotor
NASA is studying the development
of a 40-44 “m;

a look at its features

genesis of Osprey came
ol the failed mission to
houqaes in 1980, the

muiounlxedhavdycn

How it works:

Its a whirlybird. ffs a plane. It's both. Tilt-rotors, the aircraft
mmhhﬂm anbnpmp:vm lnpoh.d
. Golng the distance
ﬂnrwmhlwlnrw

helicopters and C-130 transport
lanes. -

planes.

“It was one of the real tragic
moments in U.S. military, in terms
of real failed operations,” Leder
said.

The Secretary of the Navy at the
time was aware of the tilt-rotor con-
cept.

The secretary liked the idea of an
airplane that could take off like a
helicopter but could have the high

speed and long range of a turbo-

Pprop.
The first V-22 made its first
in March 1989.

“It’'s  throughly tested and
proven,” Leder said. ‘‘The exciting
thing is that it's really done very
well.

The first production Osprey
would roost at New River Marine
Corps Air Station in North Carolina
in 1999, Leder said.

Job seekers lined up in 1968 for possible jobs at Bell.

For 22 years, however, employ-
ment levels at Bell in Amarillo see-
sawed, going up and down with
war, federal contracts and politics.
‘The plant closed in 1990.

During January 1973, 250
employees already on leave had
been laid off indefinitely.

Manufacturing

In 1974, with employment at
500, the Bell operation in Amarillo
became more than just an overhaul-
and-modification plant. It started
manufacturing helicopter parts.

Among other projects, Bell Heli-
copter Amarillo produced skid gear
assemblies for most Bell helicopters
and cargo crew door assemblies for
‘most Bell models.

In 1980, Bell led the world in

icopters.

In 1981, Bell received a $56.7
million contract to modernize the
U.S. Army's fleet of Cobra attack
heli That same year, Bell
enploymlhllmhm
meoﬂzmmwym

Bell hosted a family day for its
700-plus employees in June 1986.

In January 1987, President Rea-
gan's budget called for an end of
the Advanced Helicopter Improve-
ment Program. Texas politicians
scrambled to save the program and
its 200 affected Bell jobs in Amaril-
lo, though the U.S. Army also want- |
ed it terminated.

helicopter ion. lnclused In 1988, Bell began laying off its
domestic i 500 Amarillo

for Bell's ial L work o
led the way in manufacturing at the Fort Worth. v
Amarillo facility, where airframes  In early February 1990, 40
for the LongRanger were produced. employees worked the last shift at

The plant also made a variety of

J 0bsS: vnionization

United Aerospace Workers Union
Local No. 218, which represents Bell
Helicopter workers in Fort Worth,
said he expects the Amarillo facility
to unionize, though nothing had been
finalized as of Monday.

“I'm sure there will be efforts
along that line,”” he said.

Birchard said regional union direc-
tors and representatives from the In-
ternational United Acrospace Work-
ers Union will be in contact with Bell
representatives in the next few weeks
as plans for the Amarillo facility are
finalized.

A local branch of the UAW main-
tained membership at the first Bell fa-
cility in Amarillo beginning in 1968,
he said.

Brian Aheam, secretary/treasurer
for Teamsters Local Union No. 577,
said if the UAW chooses not to rec-
ognize Amarillo workers, he expects
cither the Teamsters or another local
union branch to attempt unionization
at the facility.

Aheamn also said he did not yet
know whether construction of the fa-
cility would be done by local or gov-
emment contractors.

Amarillo Bell.

possible, officials say

Bell Helicopter Textron has accepted
Amarillo's offer of a site for the V-22
Osprey plant.

Bell: Lcaders expect growth

From Page 1A

proud of Amarillo’s team.

She said the Bell Helicopter an-
nouncement stemmed from ground-
work laid when voters and their legis-
lators approved the decision to ear-
mark a portion of sales tax for eco-
nomic development.

Hutchison said Amarillo’s educa-
tional base will support Bell Helicop-
ter because all of the educational enti-
ties have come together.

Hutchison predicted that a service
industry will grow out of the Bell de-
cision that will add millions of dollars
to Amarillo.

““This decision by Bell Helicopter
to locate in Amarillo will change the
course of Amarillo,”" she said.

The Bell Boeing 609, the first eommerdal tilt-rotor, can qury

up to nine passengers.

Hutchison said the support for the
V-22 program is strong, with the Ma-
rines already having ordered the air-
craft.

““If we had these for the hostage
rescue in Iran under Carter, we would
have succeeded if we had this tech-
nology. It gets in and gets out of

places wi:uwedonlhweﬁudly |
bases,”” she said. |

Thomberry spoke about the deci-
sion’s global impact.

““This is the most important devel-
opment decision in our area in years,
The V-22 adds to our strength along
with Pantex. We will become a focus
of the world,"* he said.

Thomberry commended the team
effort to bring the plant to Amarillo.
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