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Shimano becomes UCI World Cycling Partner
Shimano is delighted to announce the renewal and expansion of the partnership it

has enjoyed with the Union Cycliste Internationale (UCI) since 1999.

 

Through their expanded partnership, the UCI and Shimano aim to strengthen their

collaboration and work together to promote the values that bind them and the causes closest to

their hearts: the development of cycling in all its forms (as a competitive sport, a recreational

activity, and a means of transport) for everyone; the promotion of diversity among people who

cycle; and the promotion of healthy living through cycling. A significant number of initiatives

will be rolled out at UCI events with these goals in mind.
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Shimano is a world leader in bicycle components and is now a UCI World Cycling Partner for the

2021-2024 period. This new-found status represents a strong commitment on the part of

Shimano, which will now be involved in the majority of the UCI World Championships (road,

track, para-cycling road and track, mountain bike, BMX, Urban Cycling, mountain bike

Marathon, cyclo-cross and Gran Fondo, as well as the maiden UCI Cycling World

Championships in 2023 in Glasgow and Scotland) and in the UCI Mountain Bike and Cyclo-

cross World Cups. Shimano will also step up its contribution to the UCI’s cycling development

activities.

 

Furthermore, Shimano’s experienced teams will continue to provide neutral assistance at a large

number of UCI events, such as the UCI Road, Gran Fondo, Para-cycling Road and Mountain

Bike World Championships.



 

2021 is also a symbolically important year for both the Shimano and the UCI.

 

Shimano celebrates its centenary after being founded by Shozaburo Shimano in Osaka, Japan in

1921. Shimano started out by developing a process for mass producing freewheels, which was

instrumental in making the component widely available. Shimano has continued to innovate

since then, playing a prominent role in cycling’s global expansion.

 

For its part, the UCI will also be celebrating a centenary this year, that of its Road World

Championships, at the 2021 edition of the event in Flanders (Belgium). The inaugural Road

World Championships were held in Copenhagen (Denmark) in 1921, and the UCI and Shimano

will work together to mark the competition’s 100th anniversary with unique online and on-site

activation events and activities aimed at the general public.



 

As part of their renewed partnership, the UCI and Shimano will also roll out a series of

initiatives in support of cycling’s development, including the following:

on-site Shimano product tests aimed at fans attending UCI events;

a contribution made by Shimano to help promote cycling, for example through the Japanese

company’s participation in the UCI’s campaigns (Ride & Smile in particular), the projects

engaged in by the UCI World Cycling Centre (WCC) and the UCI Solidarity Programme, and

the donation of products to stakeholders who promote cycling and are recognised by the UCI;

collaboration in studies of interest to the UCI and Shimano, in areas such as sustainable

development and safety.

 

UCI President David Lappartient said: “The renewal and expansion of our partnership with

Shimano is excellent news for our Federation and our sport. We are especially happy and proud

to have a partner as loyal and prestigious as Shimano. The level of services it has provided over

the last 20 years or so and its investment in support of our activities, not least in development,

have made it a true valuable ally of cycling. The strengthening of its engagement will benefit our

sport as a whole.”

 



Taizo Shimano, Senior Executive Vice President of Shimano said: “Since Shimano

began its partnership with the UCI in 1999 we have been able to bring all global Team Shimano

members together to support many of the UCI’s national and international racing programmes,

grassroots activities and bicycle advocacy programmes. Undoubtedly, we are stronger thanks to

everything we’ve learned during those years and we hope our investment has played its part in

cycling’s global growth during that time too. We are honoured to play our continued part in

developing cycling and we look forward to expanded projects with the UCI in the coming years.”

 

Shimano Sports Marketing & Events Manager Myron Walraven said: “This

announcement provides a welcome boost to our European marketing efforts. The partnership

expansion with the UCI gives us the opportunity to speak to a more diverse group of customers

so we can grow as a company and continue to produce captivating products for consumers.”
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1. Embargo 
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2. Images :

Available for download at: https://www.dropbox.com/sh/bkqdlo4j0f7jdha/AAC-iDMo-

n5zBGQ2q6BA7wGda?dl=0

 

3. About the UCI

Founded in 1900 in Paris (France), the Union Cycliste Internationale (UCI) is the worldwide

governing body for cycling. It develops and oversees cycling in all its forms, for all people: as a

competitive sport, a healthy recreational activity, a means of transport, and also just for fun. The

UCI manages and promotes the eight cycling disciplines: road, track, mountain bike, BMX

Racing, BMX Freestyle, cyclo-cross, trials and indoor cycling. Five of these are featured on the

Olympic Games programme (road, track, mountain bike, BMX Racing and BMX Freestyle), two

in the Paralympic Games (road and track) and four in the Youth Olympic Games (road,

mountain bike, BMX Racing and BMX Freestyle). For more information: www.uci.org.

 

4. About Shimano

https://www.dropbox.com/sh/bkqdlo4j0f7jdha/AAC-iDMo-n5zBGQ2q6BA7wGda?dl=0
https://www.uci.org/home


Shimano is dedicated to helping its customers get closer to nature, supporting people to realize

their dreams and create new lifestyles. That comes with the desire to create outstanding cycling

products and apparel. With 100 years’ experience in creating internationally renowned bicycle

components, Shimano is proud to have developed products that continue to take countless

athletes to victory and provide the means for limitless global bicycle journeys. For more

information see www.shimano.com.
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