
Day 79 – Olympic Torch Bulletin Board
News of the Rio 2016 Olympic Torch Relay across Brazil. An
update on the day’s events

AFTERNOON
-          Before arriving at Osasco, the Rio 2016 Olympic Torch Relay stopped at Claro, Limeira

and Americana.

 

-          Six Olympic taekwondo athletes met in Rio Claro to carry the Olympic torch. Marcel and

Márcio Wenceslau, Carmen Pigozzi, Carlos Negrão, Débora Nunes and Diogo Silva made part

of the group. “ It’s an opportunity to gather Olympic athletes from different generations in a

single Olympic Games event”, said Diogo, who represented Brazil at London 2012.

 

-          Two shooting sport pros carried the Olympic torch. Felipe Fuzaro, current Brazilian

double trap recordist, and Leonardo de Almeida talked about the sport which will give the first

Olympic medal at the Rio 2016 Games. “A lot of people have some prejudice towards shooting

sport, but it’s a very interesting modality”, said Leonardo.

 

-          At Parque da Cidade (park), in Limeira, flash mob, free style choreography and rhythmic

gymnastics performances, from Olympic Space gym, cheered up the public. After the flame’s

arrival there was a performance by the Banda Marcial dos Patrulheiros (marching band).

 

-          Odair dos Santos is heading for the most important competition in his life, his fourth

participation at Paralympic Games, and this time at home. Before embarking to Colombia,

where he will have the last stage of preparation, he carries the Olympic torch in Limeira. “I

stayed in Limeira for another day to carry the Olympic torch and it will give more enthusiasm at

the altitude trainings prior to the Paralympic Games. I’m quite happy and will take this feeling for

the day of the competitions to give more happiness to the Brazilians”, he affirmed.

 



-          Beatriz Zuzi Rodrigues as a Paralympic swimming athlete since 14 years old, when she

started to train more seriously and win competitions as a professional. Born in Limeira, she

never left the city and always represented her fellow citizens at the competitions. “Today is a

very special day, because even though I didn’t achieve the rating for the Rio 2016 Paralympic

Games, the torch came to bring me happiness and strength to try again in 2020. I won’t give

up”, she said.

 

-          Alexandra Nascimento will represent Brazil at the Rio 2016 Games and today she

stopped her training routine to carry the Olympic flame. She left from Limeira, still as a

teenager, to play handball and evolve in the sport. “My city is beautiful and I miss it, but I left for

a good cause, representing everyone who is from here throughout the world. We are very

confident in a medal and I want it to be gold. We are doing the impossible and working hard for

that. Carrying the torch got me more nervous than at a final match”, she said.

 

-          Guilherme Guido didn’t achieve the rating to compete at the 2008 Beijing Games, mas

he celebrates the fact he will be participating at the Olympic Games at our country.  “I’m too

happy for being in my city and being able, for the first time, to carry the Olympic flame. I’m

polishing up for the competition only a few days away and we will have a team of swimming

athletes with high chances of winning medals”, he said.

 

-          With three Olympic participations in her curriculum, basketball player Karla Costa carried

the Olympic flame in Americana. “I think everyone should participate at Olympic Games at least

once. It’s a transforming experience. My three participations marked my career. In the first

occasion, I was very young and was stunned. The second time, I managed to focus more so

that in the third, I brought my game about”, she said.

 

-          Considered one of the best shooting sport athletes of all tome, Athos Pisoni said he

considers the passing of the Olympic flame through Americana to be his third participation at

Olympic Games, since he competed at Montreal 1976 and led the team at Atlanta 1996. “Since

January I’ve been doing walks to prepare myself for this moment. It really is as if I was training

for an Olympic competition”, he said.
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-          Even after passing through teams such as Real Madrid, La Coruña and Palmeiras,
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a lot of will. I have faith that the Olympic gold will be ours this year”, he said.
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