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It is my pleasure and privilege to welcome you at the award ceremony

International Children’s Peace Prize

of the International Children’s Peace Prize 2016.
The International Children’s Peace Prize is awarded annually to a
courageous child who has made an exceptional difference for the rights
of the child and the position of vulnerable children, anywhere in the
world. Each year’s winner has demonstrated an extraordinary dedication
to children’s rights in his or her own community.
KidsRights launched the International Children’s Peace Prize in 2005 in
the capital of Rome during the World Summit of Nobel Peace Laureates,
chaired by Mikhail Gorbachev. KidsRights believes that children who
make a difference in the world should be recognized, awarded and
motivated in their incredible effort to improve children’s rights.
With each year the impact of the International Children’s Peace Prize has become greater and it is still growing in
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patron of KidsRights and the
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Welcome

- Nobel Peace Laureate Desmond Tutu,

C h i l d r e n ’ s

“KidsRights gives a voice to the voiceless”

the Children’s Peace Prize statuette, the ‘Nkosi’, expresses.
This year, KidsRights received a record number of 120 qualified nominations from 49 countries. The Expert
Committee has selected three finalists, but every nominee is a source of inspiration to both children and adults all
over the world.
Today, we proudly present the winner of the International Children’s Peace Prize 2016 to the world. This child will
win the prize in the name of, and for the benefit of millions of others.
Yours sincerely,
Marc Dullaert

T h e

millions of people globally that change is possible. The winners show us that a child really can ‘move the world’, as

I n t e r n a t i o n a l

significance. Annually, the message of the young winner has enormous impact and demonstrates to hundreds of

Chairman KidsRights Foundation and Founder of the International Children’s Peace Prize
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which their rights are guaranteed and they are enabled to realize their great potential.
KidsRights is convinced that realizing children’s rights more effectively calls for the
perspective, experience and authority of children themselves.
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Children are changemakers. KidsRights works with children to create a world in
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KidsRights

empower children as positive and resilient changemakers. We act with children,
amplifying and accelerating their actions in their communities and beyond. Lastly,
we make sure everyone is informed about children’s rights. Through our research we
provide insight in the status of children’s rights worldwide.
Together with children as changemakers, KidsRights inspires and empowers a global
movement for children’s rights. Change is possible.

T h e

attention for their power as changemakers and children’s rights issues. Also, we

I n t e r n a t i o n a l

We ensure that children are being heard. Together with children, we ask global
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The International Children’s Peace Prize

Winners of the International Children’s Peace Prize

Every year the International Children’s Peace Prize is awarded to a courageous child
who has made an exceptional difference for the rights of the child and the position of
vulnerable children, anywhere in the world. We are proud that that each year the message
of the new winner inspires hundreds of millions of people worldwide.
The prize recognizes the accomplishments of the winner. Furthermore, it offers the
winner a worldwide platform to promote his or her ideals and causes – allowing for
the important message this young changemaker conveys to reach a broader public and
thereby making a greater impact in the promotion of children’s rights.

2005: Nkosi Johnson

2006: Om Prakash Gurjar

2007: Thandiwe Chama

The International Children’s Peace Prize is an initiative of Marc Dullaert, Founder and Chair of the KidsRights Foundation. The prize
was launched in 2005 during the World Summit of Nobel Peace Laureates in Rome, chaired by Mikhail Gorbachev. Since then,
each year the prize has been presented by a Nobel Peace Laureate.
The winner of the International Children’s Peace Prize receives the statuette ‘the Nkosi’, which shows how a child sets the world in
motion. This statuette is named after the first winner of the Children’s Peace Prize*. The winner also receives a study and care grant
to enable him or her to obtain education, including a university degree. Furthermore, the Children’s Peace Prize is accompanied
by a project fund of €100,000, which is invested by KidsRights in projects that are closely connected to the winner’s area of
dedication.
Nominations for the Children’s Peace Prize can come from any person, in any country, with knowledge on any exceptional child
who is dedicated to promoting and realizing children’s rights. An independent Expert Committee assesses the applications and

2008: Mayra Avellar Neves

2009: Baruani Ndume

2012: Kesz Valdez

2013: Malala Yousafzai

2010: Francia Simon

2011: Chaeli Mycroft

selects the final shortlist of nominees.
*

The Children’s Peace Prize statuette, the Nkosi, is designed by Inge Ikink.

The Expert Committee of the International Children’s Peace Prize:

• Nevena Vuckovic-Sahovic, former member of the UN Committee on the Rights of the Child.
• Prof. Jaap Doek, former Chairman of the UN Committee on the Rights of the Child.
• Frans Röselaers, former Director of the ILO (International Labour Organisation) International Programme on the Elimination of Child Labour (IPEC).
• Jeroo Billimoria, Founder and Managing Director of Child and Youth Finance International.
• Marc Dullaert, Founder and Chairman of the KidsRights Foundation and Founder of the Children’s Peace Prize.
In 2016, the Expert Committee has two advisory members:

•
•

Baruani Ndume, International Children’s Peace Prize winner 2009 from Tanzania
Chaeli Mycroft, International Children’s Peace Prize winner 2011 from South Africa

2014: Neha Gupta

2015: Abraham M. Keita

Photos: 2005: Nkosi’s Haven, 2006-2008: Kimberly Gomes, 2009-2011: Roy Beusker, 2012: Evert-Jan Daniels, 2013: Pim Ras, 2014: Jerry Lampen, 2015: Marco De Swart
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India: Om Prakash Gurjar,

right to education, improved

children saved from child
slavery since 2006.

access to education for more
than 5,400 girls.

India: Neha Gupta,

Dominican Republic: Francia Simon,

child participation, stimulated

right to name and nationality, access to

education and access to internet for
more than 43,000 child refugees.
The Philippines: Kesz Valdez,
rights of street children, at least

Brasil: Mayra Avellar Neves,

3.300 street children protected and

violence in the favelas, at least

empowered as changemakers.

30,000 children supported to
combat social exclusion.
Zambia: Thandiwe Chama,
right to education, improved
education and access to a library

International Children’s Peace
Prize Project Fund
Realising the rights of more than 100.000
vulnerable children through 23 projects
worldwide

for at least 2,000 children.

South Africa: Chaeli Mycroft,
rights of children with a disability,
supported more than 3,600
children with a disability and 440
young changemakers.

South Africa: Nkosi Johnson,
rights of children with hiv/aids,
a safe home for, yearly, at least

I n t e r n a t i o n a l

Tanzania: Baruani Ndume,
rights of child refugees, improved

T h e

for at least 10,000 children.

C h i l d r e n ’ s

child participation in villages

a birth certificate and education for at
least 900 children.

P e a c e

Pakistan: Malala Yousafzai,

P r i z e

child labor, yearly 1,000

140 children with hiv/aids and
their mothers since 2006.
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who have become victims of violence. Furthermore, children who want to report violent crimes will receive guidance
within the justice system.

The International Children’s Peace Prize 2015 was awarded to Abraham M. Keita who fights for justice for child victims of
violence. The International Children’s Peace Prize Project Fund 2015 will therefore invest in projects contributing to the

As of 2015, the af Jochnick Foundation is funding the International Children’s Peace Prize Project Fund.

reduction of violence against children in Liberia.

We look forward to a successful collaboration in the realization of children’s rights.

In Liberia children are confronted with violence on a daily basis. Sexual violence against girls is the most common form
of violence in the country. There is almost no justice for children who have become victims, as they have limited access to
the justice system. Liberia has a national Children’s Law to protect children, but falls short on the implementation of this
legislation. Furthermore, research from KidsRights shows that awareness on children’s rights is deficient among the people of
Liberia.
KidsRights selected four projects for the International Children’s Peace Prize Project Fund 2015. Together they work to
reduce violence against children in Liberia.
Awareness raising via social media
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of violence. Duty bearers within the justice system will receive training to fortify their roles for providing justice for children
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In cooperation with local organization DCI-Liberia KidsRights will strengthen the justice system in Liberia for child victims
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Violence against Children in Liberia

Justice for child victims of violence

C h i l d r e n ’ s

International Children’s Peace Prize Project Fund 2015:

order to start their own campaigns on violence against children. This way children will teach and inform other children and
expand the circle of awareness across the country.
Preventing sexual violence
In cooperation with local organization SEARCH, KidsRights is committed to prevent sexual abuse and exploitation of
children and youth at schools and in communities. 500 children, key individuals and institutes such as the police, schools,
parents and the child protection services will receive training on the prevention of sexual violence.
Child Help Desk
Together with local organization ANPPCAN KidsRights will improve the implementation of the national Children’s Law
of Liberia and increase access to justice for children. We will build two Child Help Desks in Liberia which children can
contact to report cases of violence. The Child Help Desks receive and identify cases of violence against children, and will

T h e

with local organization YOCEL, we will train twenty children on ICT and social media, leadership and campaigning, in

I n t e r n a t i o n a l

KidsRights will raise awareness on children’s rights and in particular violence against children, via social media. Together

make sure that these will be treated in accordance with the national Children’s Law.
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One child can move
the world

Finalists 2016
Divina Maloum (12) – fights for peace and against radicalization
Divina lives in Cameroon. After learning about extremist violence and its impact on children, she

KidsRights received a record number of 120 nominations

started a program called ‘I am standing up for peace’. Through the program Divina stimulates the

for the 2016 International Children’s Peace Prize. 76

civic and voluntary engagement of children in the fight against violent extremism. She interviewed

courageous girls and 44 brave boys from 49 countries

children about the dangers of violent extremism and she organized group discussions with

demonstrate that change is possible. They fight against

children and young people on beliefs and extremist attitudes. Based on her engagement with these

violence, child marriages, bullying and poverty, and

children, Divina developed the program, which now operates in all ten regions of the country

they stand up for peace, education, the environment and

and has reached nearly 5,000 children through awareness raising campaigns and workshops in

the rights of refugee children. As all nominees deserve

kindergartens, elementary and high schools. Divina was nominated by Réseau des Jeunes Leaders

recognition and an international platform to carry on

des Nations Unies.

their respective advocacies and actions, KidsRights has
launched an online platform to share their inspiring

Kehkashan Basu (16) – fights to save the environment

stories with the world: kidsrights.org/nominees.

Kehkashan was born and raised in the United Arab Emirates, where she became an environmental
activist when she was only eight years old. She started raising awareness in her neighborhood

Malala Yousafzai, who won the prize in 2013 and

about the need to recycle waste. In 2012, she founded her own organization, Green Hope, which

went on to win the Nobel Peace Prize in 2014, has

runs all kinds of activities with children such as recycling, cleanups on beaches, tree planting and

congratulated all nominees:

awareness campaigns. She has reached over 3,000 school and university students with awareness-

“I strongly encourage everyone to read

raising workshops and conferences about the environment and sustainability. Green Hope is now

the stories of the brave children who are

active in ten countries and has over 1,000 young members worldwide. She has written a children’s

nominated for the International Children’s

book called “The Tree of Hope” to even educate the smallest children on the protection of our

Peace Prize 2016. They are proof that

planet. Kehkashan was nominated by her father.

bravery and courage are not dependent on
age. They demonstrate that anyone can act

Muzoon Allmelehan (18) – fights for the right to education of child refugees

against violations of children’s rights and

Muzoon comes from Syria, but she and her family were forced to flee their country due to the

become a changemaker. They give us hope

war. They found shelter in a refugee camp in Jordan. In these difficult circumstances, Muzoon

that change can happen.”

embarked on a campaign to ensure that every Syrian refugee girl had access to a good education.
She convinced countless parents to send their children to school, rather than marry them off at
an early age. Early marriage is a particular problem in refugee camps, where parents see it as
the only way to protect their daughters. Muzoon went from tent to tent in the refugee camp and
talked to children and their parents. She persuaded many children who had given up on school to
return. Her campaign garnered global media coverage and high praise from refugees, international
decision makers and journalists. Muzoon was nominated by Malala Yousafzai and the Malala Fund.

crucial factor in children’s rights. Green Hope is active in more than ten countries and inspires over a thousand young
members internationally to make the earth a better place.
A born campaigner
On 5 June, World Environment Day, Kehkashan was born to Indian parents in the United Arab Emirates (UAE). By
the age of eight, she was already telling all who would listen about the urgency of environmental action. Soon she
would plant her first tree and bring together young people locally to collect and recycle waste. Her efforts would not
go unnoticed; at just 11 years old, Kehkashan was invited to address the TUNZA Children and Youth Conference in
Indonesia. The following year she became the youngest delegate to address a press conference at the United Nations
Conference on Sustainable Development (Rio+20), and spoke passionately about the contribution children can make
to a sustainable future.
Returning to Dubai full of energy and inspiration, the 12-year-old Kehkashan founded her own organization,
Green Hope, to work towards a sustainable future and climate justice. The organization runs a host of activities for
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Green Hope, reaches out to thousands of children every year, bringing them together to save the environment, a
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Kehkashan, 16 years old, is a girl with a mission. Her goal: to safeguard the future of our planet. Her organization,
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Meet Kehkashan Basu

academies and conferences have reached over 3,000 school and university students to date.
What started as one young girl’s initiative is now a sizeable organization with 350 active members in the UAE
alone. The management team is comprised entirely of children, who even use their own pocket money to fund their
environmental activities.

Winner of the International
Children’s Peace Prize 2016

A healthy environment for children’s rights
Environmental degradation is a real threat to children and their rights. Every year more than three million children
under five years old die due to environmental causes, and the lives of millions more are ruined. Climate change
brings with it floods, droughts and hurricanes, destroying infrastructure, food, water supplies and housing, causing
families to flee their homes. Heavy rainfall and changes in temperature have increased the incidence of diseases

T h e

campaigns. Green Hope communicates through many art forms, such as poetry, sing and dance. Its environmental

I n t e r n a t i o n a l

children and young people, including waste recycling, beaches and mangrove cleanups, tree planting and awareness
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The girl who plants trees
Kehkashan uses every way she can to teach children
about the need to protect the environment and to
empower them to take action. Alongside her practical
activities and international advocacy, she has also written
a book called “The Tree of Hope”, in which a young girl
turns a desert landscape into an oasis by planting trees
and persuading her friends to join in.
Kehkashan is that girl; Green Hope has planted over
5,000 trees worldwide to date. “Planting trees is the
simplest yet most effective way to diminish climate change
and land degradation”, says Kehkashan. Alongside tree
planting, she encourages children and adults to make a
personal pledge to the tree of hope. What will you do to
create a more sustainable future? “Take that extra step,”
she says, “walk that extra mile to get the future we want.
Time is not on our side – we have to act now, or we will
have polar bears under palm trees.”
caused by water contamination and poor sanitation. Young children are the first to get sick: 6,000 children die every day
from illnesses such as diarrhea and malaria. There is no doubt: a healthy environment is a precondition for the fulfillment of
children’s rights.
Global reach
Green Hope acts locally, in the most direct way, to combat environmental degradation and climate change. But Kehkashan
wants to make an impact on a larger scale too. Since Rio+20, she has spoken at numerous national and international
conferences about the sustainability of our planet. At age 12, Kehkashan became the youngest ever Global Coordinator for
the youth program of the United Nations Environmental Programme.
“Children are the future of the planet and we have the fundamental right to a life of dignity. Do not underestimate our
potential. Give us respect and equal opportunities so that each of us can blossom.”
Green Hope has grown into a truly international organization with over 1,000 youth worldwide engaged in its activities.
Inspired by Kehkashan’s international advocacy, ten chapters and partner organizations of Green Hope have been
established by children in Nepal, India, Colombia, Canada, Sri Lanka, France, USA, Mexico, Oman and Bahrain.

Kehkashan was nominated by her father, Maushum Basu.

With three million young children dying every year from environment-related diseases, and with the environment
degrading at record levels, it’s going to get worse. But children are part of the solution: give them the tools, and they
The more our planet suffers, the more human beings suffer. And children suffer most of all. Environmental degradation –

will lead the way.

the depletion of resources, pollution of air, water and soil, and extinction of whole species of flora and fauna – is killing
millions of children in the developed and developing world. Three million children under the age of five die every year from

Source: The 2016 KidsRights Report: “Cleaning up the Mess” is developed by the KidsRights Foundation in

environment-related diseases.

cooperation with the Child Law Department of Leiden University and legal partner NautaDutilh.

Scientists have shown that environmental degradation is worsening at an unprecedented rate. The same can be said for the
rate of social, economic and political inequality, all of which are inextricably linked with the state of the environment.
When the fields are flooded or the rain doesn’t come, children have no food to eat.
These inequalities affect children disproportionately, and their young, developing bodies are more vulnerable to the
environmental health risks associated with hazardous child labor, housing, natural disasters and conflict. At the same time,
children are a vital but often overlooked part of the solution: vocal participants in environmental decision-making, their
internationally-acknowledged rights to life and healthy development are powerful legal tools in combatting the forces of
environmental degradation.
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Environment and Optional Protocol which explicitly recognizes environmental rights to children.
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upon the Committee on the Rights of the Child to author a General Comment on the Rights of the Child and the
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Children’s Rights and Environmental Degradation

environmental and children’s rights issues in an integrated way, but that tool must be made fit for purpose: we call

C h i l d r e n ’ s

Cleaning up the Mess

children’s rights is a fundamental component of environmental protection. A child with sufficient access to justice can take
her government to court for not doing enough to protect the environment that is essential to her survival.
The UN Convention on the Rights of the Child (CRC) does not recognize the environmental rights of the child as such,
but it does lay down enforceable obligations to protect children from environmental degradation. In the recently adopted
Sustainable Development Goals (SDGs), the fulfillment of the rights of the child is both an end and a means to achieving
sustainable development in developed and developing countries.
But the international children’s rights framework must go further. Two areas of extreme urgency – children’s rights and
environmental development – are inextricably linked, and to save the children and the planet, the environmental rights of
the child must be written into the statute books. Explicitly, and soon. The UN Convention on the Rights of the Child (CRC)
acknowledges the role that the environment plays in fulfilling children’s rights. This makes the CRC a vital tool for addressing

T h e

development, and is therefore a precondition for the realization of the rights of the child. At the same time, the fulfillment of
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Environmental issues are human rights issues. A healthy environment is essential to children’s survival, well-being and
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Today’s guest of honor:
Professor Muhammad Yunus
Our guest of honor today is Muhammad Yunus, Professor of Economics, pioneer of microcredit and
microfinance, and winner of the Nobel Peace Prize 2006. Prof. Yunus won the Nobel Peace Prize together with
the Grameen Bank for advancing economic and social opportunities for the underprivileged, especially women,
through their leading microcredit work that started in Bangladesh.
Prof. Yunus first got involved in fighting poverty during the famine in Bangladesh in 1974 when he established
a rural economic program as a research project. In 1976 he discovered that a small loan could make all the
difference in the world when he visited the poorest households in Jobra, Bangladesh. Banks would not risk
lending to the less privileged nor could they be bothered with small loans. However, loans as small as $20
can enable a man or woman living in poverty to build a livelihood by for instance, buying a cow or a sewing
machine. The rules of lending would have to be based on trust instead of financial capacity. And so Prof. Yunus
founded the Grameen bank that would do just that: facilitating microcredits, based on the principles of trust and
solidarity.
Since the Grameen Bank was established formally in 1983, it has enabled $16.37 billion worth of small loans
8.64 million individuals and it has become profitable in doing so, with a recovery rate higher than any other
banking system. Furthermore, 96% of the borrowers are women. When women borrow, children become
immediate beneficiaries.
Prof. Yunus has received 55 honorary degrees from universities across 20 countries and has received 112 awards
from 26 countries, including the Sydney Peace Prize in 1998, the Seoul Peace Prize in 2006, the United States
Presidential Medal of Freedom and the United States Congressional Gold Medal.
Prof. Yunus continues to fight poverty worldwide. He is a member of the board of United Nations Foundations
and was one of the founding members of the Elders in 2007. In 2011 he co-founded Yunus Social Business –
Global Initiatives (YSB). YSB empowers and finances (local) social businesses to solve social problems around
the world. YSB implements Prof. Yunus’ vision of a new ‘human capitalism’, by managing funds for social
businesses in developing countries and by advising companies, governments and NGOs.
“Poverty does not belong in civilized human society. Its proper place is in a museum. That’s where it will be.”

potential of young people. Let us all cherish this potential, and let it grow.”
Presentation by Ms. Christina Lamb, leading foreign correspondent and bestselling author

•

Opening by Mr. Martin van Rijn

•

Mr. Wietze Reehoorn

•

Mr. Abraham M. Keita

•

Mr. Ahmad Alhendawi

•

Musical interlude

•

Mr. Marc Dullaert

•

Prof. Muhammad Yunus

•

Presentation of the 2016 International Children’s Peace Prize to Ms. Kehkashan Basu by Prof. Muhammad Yunus

•

Acceptance speech Ms. Kehkashan Basu

•

Musical closing

Mr. Wietze Reehoorn | Member of the Managing Board ABN AMRO Bank N.V.
“I am honored that I have met several winners of the International Children’s Peace Prize over the last 10 years.
Young people who have impact, who strive every day to make the world a better place. They take responsibility
and truly do make a difference. As Partner of the Future, ABN AMRO invests in people who want to achieve
something. We are proud to have supported the International Children’s Peace Prize since 2006.”

Prof. Mohammad Yunus | Nobel Peace Laureate 2006
“I congratulate the three finalists of the International Children’s Peace Prize 2016 and thank them for their
invaluable contributions to children’s rights and sustainable peace. Our world desperately needs young
changemakers like Divina, Kehkashan and Muzoon, who through their work have proved just how powerful and
resilient children are. Adults do not have all the answers. Decision-makers should and must listen to the opinions
of children, who have the power to ignite change and move the world.”

Mr. Ahmad Alhendawi | United Nations Secretary-General’s Envoy on Youth
“Every single child in the world has the right to protection, and we all have a role to play in advocating and
working for the protection of children. Today there are still many children who suffer from violence, slavery,
trafficking, sexual abuse and child labor. That is why the work of organizations such as the KidsRights Foundation
is so important: together, we can end all forms of violence and discrimination against children everywhere.”

State Secretary of Health, Welfare and Sport, on behalf of the Dutch Government

Member of the Managing Board, ABN AMRO Bank N.V.

Winner of the International Children’s Peace Prize 2015

United Nations Secretary-General’s Envoy on Youth

Chairman KidsRights Foundation and Founder of the International Children’s Peace Prize

Professor of Economics and Nobel Peace Laureate 2006
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Today’s program
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the nominees improve children’s rights and bring big changes to our society, worldwide. It shows the powerful
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can win the International Children’s Peace Prize, all nominees are an example for all of us. I am very proud that
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“This year there are more nominees than other years. I am very glad to hear that. Although only one nominee

T h e

Mr. Martin van Rijn | State Secretary for Health, Welfare and Sport
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Today’s musical interludes
The Rotterdam Philharmonic Orchestra
The Rotterdam Philharmonic is a modern orchestra which has its roots deep in the classical music tradition. It embodies the

The International Children’s Peace
Prize Exhibition

temperament of its home base, Rotterdam. Experts say that it distinguishes itself by the intensity of its concerns , the rich
variety of its sound and the bold way in which it communicates with its audiences.

The World Press Photo Foundation and the KidsRights Foundation have proudly entered into a collaboration. The foundations
have organized a dual exhibition to draw attention to children’s rights. The exhibition is travelling to various locations in The

Musical partners

Netherlands between July 2016 and July 2017.

• Ensemble: Rotterdam Philharmonic Orchestra
• Piano: Mark van den Beemt

Especially designed for the collaboration with World Press Photo, the exhibition ‘The International Children’s Peace Prize’ is

• Conductor: Pieter-Jelle de Boer

based on the book Changemakers, that was published in honor of the 10th anniversary of the International Children’s Peace

• Choir: Muziektheater Codarts

Prize in 2014.

• Soloists: Gabisile Manana & Lindile Ngcobo
The exhibition uses photography and storytelling to illustrate the extraordinary work of the young winners of the International

• Orchestration: Henk de Vlieger & Carlo vd Put

Children’s Peace Prize. It shows the urgency of realizing children’s rights and the individual struggles of the winners. Yet most of
all, it shows their courageous actions and projects to improve the lives of children in their communities and beyond.

Repertoire for the 2016 award ceremony
• KidsRights Hymn
• Johan Sebastian Bach – Air

In 2016 the exhibition was on display in Zutphen, Naarden and The Hague. In 2017 the exhibition can be visited alongside The

• Seasons of Love / All you need is love / Give peace a chance

World Press Photo in ‘de Grote Kerk’ in Zwolle from March 8th till April 2nd and in ‘de Nieuwe Kerk’ in Amsterdam from April
15th till July 9th.
The exhibition is designed and developed by Albertine Dijkema from A10 Design and Inge Ikink from Atelier KK10 voor woord
en beeld.
Photo: Hans van der Woerd

Partnering with KidsRights

Special thanks

Realizing children’s rights together

We could not have made this 2016 award ceremony of the International Children’s Peace Prize possible without the help
of our partners. KidsRights would like to show its gratitude to:

KidsRights believes in the power of effective partnerships to realize
the rights of children. We are convinced that through collaboration

ABN AMRO

we can increase our impact and that of young changemakers

ABN AMRO is a socially responsible company that invests in the future. Our sponsorship and

worldwide.

Foundation activities focus on talent under the motto ‘Partner of the Future’. We are committed to
discovering, developing and celebrating talent. We support people and organisations aspiring to

Our most important partners are of course the children. We work

achieve a goal, sometimes by offering a financial contribution and often by using our expertise and

with them to ask global attention for their rights and we empower

networks. ABN AMRO has been a partner of the Dutch children’s rights organization KidsRights

children to be positive and resilient changemakers.

since 2006, working together to enable the International Children’s Peace Prize. Children set the
world in motion; the International Children’s Peace Prize provides them with a platform to make the

We work with (I)NGO’s to ensure that children are being heard on a

world a better place. More information: www.abnamro.com/partnervandetoekomst

national and global level. Together with local partners we act for and
with children, and directly support their actions in their communities

World Summit of Nobel Peace Laureates

and beyond. Together with renown universities and research centres

The International Children’s Peace Prize was launched by KidsRights during the 2005 World Summit

we conduct research to make sure everyone is informed about

of Nobel Peace Laureates chaired by Mikhail Gorbachev. Since then, the prize has been awarded

children’s rights. The International Children’s Peace Prize and other

every year by a Nobel Peace Laureate. www.nobelforpeace-summits.org

KidsRights programs would not be possible without the extraordinary
support of our donors and partners.

Ministry of Health, Welfare and Sport
The Ministry of Health, Welfare and Sport hosts the ceremony of the International Children’s Peace
Prize and makes available the Hall of Knights. www.rijksoverheid.nl/ministeries/vws

Children’s rights are in dire straits across the globe. Yet, worldwide
children act to improve their rights and demonstrate that change is
possible. Their initiatives are sometimes small but when you give
these children a voice and support, they have great impact.

our legal partner

our knowledge partners

Our Children’s Peace Prize project partner

We invite you for a personal introduction to exchange ideas and
discuss possible areas of collaboration.
Please, do not hesitate to contact us: vera@kidsrights.org or
+31 (0)6 40 93 76 23.

KidsRights would also like to thank The Children’s Peace Prize Expert Committee, today’s speakers, ambassadors Erik de
Vogel en Caroline De Bruijn, its sponsors, business friends, private donors, Top Productions, Issuemakers, Edit Company,
Jeroen van Bilsen, Daphny Muriloff, Erwin van den Berg, our interns Lucia Nistal, Tessa Anraad en Annelot Reehoorn and
our volunteers.

The International Children’s Peace Prize Award
Ceremony 2016 is sponsored by KidsRights’
partner and lead sponsor ABN AMRO.

The Board of the KidsRights Foundation is comprised of:

• Marc Dullaert - Chairman
• Scipio van der Stoel - Secretary
• Erik van de Merwe - Treasurer
• Hans Geels
• Jacqueline Ruepert

• Alexander Kohnstamm - Honorary Board member
• Roland van der Hoek - Honorary Board member
The following staff works at the KidsRights office:

• Cindy de Visser - Manager Operations
• Ellen Vroonhof - Programme Manager
• Laura Lasance - Child Participation and Advocacy Manager
• Karin Rozema - Projects and Advocacy Officer
• Vera Knoops - Manager Fundraising
• Chrissie van Heijningen - Communications Officer
• Yuri von Raesfeld - Donor Administration

The Board of Friends of KidsRights is comprised of:

• Elizabeth van Schilfgaarde - Chairperson
• John J. Kerr - Secretary
• Sally Rocker - Treasurer
• Wendela van Uchelen

KidsRights Foundation, P.O. Box 283 - Paccode AZ 1425, 1000 EA Amsterdam, The Netherlands
Tel: +31 20 343 5313, info@kidsrights.org, www.kidsrights.org, www.facebook.com/KidsRights, www.twitter.com/KidsRights
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