
 
 

 
 

Q&A KidsRights – International Children’s Peace Prize 

 

What is the International Children’s Peace Prize? 
The International Children’s Peace Prize is awarded annually to a child who fights courageously for children’s 

rights. Each year’s winner has in his or her own way demonstrated tremendous commitment to combating the 

problems that children face. Every year the message of the new young winner has enormous impact and 

demonstrates to millions of people globally that change is possible. 

The International Children’s Peace Prize is an initiative of Marc Dullaert, founder of the KidsRights Foundation 

and the former children’s ombudsman in the Netherlands. The prize was launched in 2005 during the Nobel 

Peace Laureates’ Summit in Rome, chaired by Mikhail Gorbachev. The prize’s expert committee each year 

receives nominations from countries from all over the world. Very remarkable but often unknown brave 

children have been discovered through the annual nomination process.  

Who is behind the International Children’s Peace Prize?  

The KidsRights Foundation is the organisation behind the International Children’s Peace Prize. KidsRights 

promotes the wellbeing of very vulnerable children across the world and advocates the realization of their 

rights. KidsRights sees children as changemakers. The International Children’s Peace Prize is one of KidsRights’ 

key instruments in pursuing those goals. 

 

Its impact philosophy  

The KidsRights impact philosophy is based on the power of public debate, elevated by mass media to create a 

global movement of changemakers for children’s rights. We command global attention for the realisation of 

children’s rights and act as a catalyst to ignite change, together with children and youth. We support this with 

research and action. We believe we can achieve social impact by creating a global movement consisting of a 

wide variety of ambitious, daring and innovative stakeholders. KidsRights aims to realise a multiplier effect to 

substantially increase the impact of our work.  

 

Who are this year’s finalists? 
 
Divina's Story  
Divina Maloum is a 12-year-old girl from Cameroon. After learning about extremist violence and its impact on 

children, she started a program called ‘I am standing up for peace’. Thousands of children have disappeared in 

Cameroon, Chad, Niger and Nigeria. They have been separated from their families and are facing exploitation, 

abuse and recruitment by armed groups as child soldiers. Attacks and suicide bombings in communities are 

killing children, destroying schools and are sowing fear.  

Through the program ‘I am standing up for peace’, Divina stimulates the civic and voluntary engagement of 

children in the fight against violent extremism. She interviewed 50 children about the dangers of violent 

extremism and has organized group discussions with children and young people on beliefs and extremist 

attitudes. Based on her engagement with these children Divina developed the program which now operates in 

all ten regions of the country and has reached nearly 5.000 children through awareness campaigns and 

workshops in kindergartens, elementary and high schools. Her goal is to keep the peace in Cameroon and raise 

awareness of the dangers of violent extremism and radicalization. In the future, Divina wants to extend the 
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program beyond Cameroon, helping children to become resilient to extremist speech. She wants to be an 

inspiration in the fight against violent extremism.  

“I am standing up for peace” 

Divina was nominated by Réseau des Jeunes Leaders des Nations Unies.  

Muzoon's Story 
Muzoon Almellehan is an 18-year-old girl who comes from Syria. Three years ago, Muzoon and her family were 

forced to flee their country and they found shelter in a refugee camp in Jordan. The war has put almost half of 

the country’s pre-war population of 23 million in need of urgent humanitarian assistance. 4.8 million Syrians 

have fled their country, and another 6.5 million are displaced within Syria; half of all Syrian refugees are 

children. Refugee children are extremely vulnerable; malnutrition and diseases brought on by poor sanitation 

threaten the health of children. Occurrences of early marriage and child labor have risen dramatically among 

Syrian refugee children, and the longer children are out of school, the lower the likelihood that they will return 

to get an education. This, together with the lack of educational opportunities, has left almost 3 million Syrian 

children out of school. 

Muzoon is aware of the importance of education and therefore she embarked on a campaign to ensure that 

every Syrian refugee girl had access to a good education. She convinced countless parents to send their children 

to school, rather than marry them off at an early age. Early marriage is a particular problem in refugee camps, 

where parents see it as the only way to protect their daughters. Muzoon went from tent to tent in the refugee 

camp and talked to children and their parents. She persuaded many children who had given up on school to 

return. Her campaign garnered global media coverage and high praise from refugees, international decision 

makers and journalists. This gave her a platform to meet world leaders, convincing them to do more and spend 

more to ensure a proper education for Syrian refugee children. Muzoon and her family moved to the United 

Kingdom in the summer of 2016, where she continues her advocacy for Syrian girls’ education.  

“If Syrian children are not educated, who will rebuild our country? We need an education because Syria needs us. 

Syria needs engineers, teachers, doctors, and journalists. Without us, who will bring peace?” 

Muzoon was nominated by Malala Yousafzai and the Malala Fund. 

Kehkashan's Story 
Kehkashan Basu, 16 years old, was born and raised in the United Arab Emirates. She fights to safeguard the 

future of our planet. Environmental degradation is a real threat to children and their rights. All over the world 

children are suffering from the harmful effects of man-made environmental disasters, such as toxics and 

pollution, and climate change. Yearly more than 3 million children under the age of five die from environment-

related causes and conditions. The consequences of climate changes, like floods, droughts and hurricanes, 

destroy infrastructures, food, water supplies and houses and make it sometimes necessary for families to flee 

from their homes. Heavy rainfalls and temperature changes have an impact on water and sanitation and 

therefore they can increase water-borne diseases. Young children are the first to get sick and every day, 6.000 

children die of waterborne and sanitation-related illnesses, including diarrhea and malaria. A healthy 

environment is a precondition for the enjoyment of other children’s rights. 

Kehkashan became an environmental activist at the age of eight, raising awareness in her neighborhood about 

the need to recycle waste. In 2012, she founded her own organization, Green Hope, which runs all kinds of 

activities which children such as recycling, cleanups on beaches, tree planting and awareness campaigns. She 
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has reached over 3,000 school and university students with awareness-raising workshops and conferences 

about the environment and sustainability. Green Hope also does relief work, both nationally and internationally, 

for people in poverty or despair. Green hope is active in ten countries and has over 1,000 members worldwide. 

Kehkashan has also spoken at numerous national and international conferences, such as the Rio+20 Earth 

Summit in Brazil and the COP 20 UN Climate Change Summit in Peru, on the vital future of our planet. She has 

written a children’s book called “The Tree of Hope” to even educate the smallest children on the protection of 

our planet.  

“Children are the future of the planet and we have the fundamental right to a life of dignity. Do not 

underestimate our potential. Give us respect and equal opportunities so that each of us can blossom” 

Kehkashan was nominated by her father. 

What’s is this year’s ceremony’s program? 
 

Place and time 

This year’s award ceremony 2016 will take place on December 2nd in the Hall of Knights, The Hague (which is the 

International City of Peace and Justice) Time: 14.00-15.30  

 

Keynote speakers 

 Martin van Rijn – Dutch secretary of state for health, welfare and sport, host on behalf of the Dutch 

Government  

 Christina Lamb – renowned UK journalist and mistress of ceremonies on December 2nd 

 Nobel Peace Laureate Professor Mohammad Yunus – presenter of the 2016 award 

 Ahmad Alhendawi – United Nations Secretary-General's Envoy on Youth 

 Wietze Reehoorn – Board member ABN AMRO Bank (Main Sponsor) 

 Marc Dullaert – Chair KidsRights Foundation, Founder of the International Children’s Peace Prize, former 

children’s ombudsman for the Netherlands. 

 

Who chooses the winner? 
KidsRights receives nominations from all over the world. The winner of the International Children’s Peace Prize 

is selected by the independent Expert Committee for the International Children’s Peace Prize, comprising the 

following international children’s rights experts: 

 

Ms. Jeroo Billimoria 

 

Social entrepreneur and founder of several international NGOs. Ms. Billimoria’s recent 

initiatives include Aflatoun, Childline India Foundation and Child Helpline International. 

Currently, she serves as the founder and Managing Director of Child and Youth Finance 

International. 
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Prof. Jaap Doek 

 

Emeritus professor of Law (Family and Juvenile Law) at the VU University Amsterdam and 

former Chairman of the UN Committee on the Rights of the Child. Prof. Doek holds board 

positions on several international children’s rights organisations. 

  

Mr. Marc Dullaert 

 

Founder and Chairman of the KidsRights Foundation and initiator of the International 

Children’s Peace Prize. Mr. Dullaert served as Children’s Ombudsman for the Netherlands 

from April 1 2011 to April 1 2016. Chairman of the Expert Committee. 

  

Mr. Frans Röselaers 

 

Trustee and Board Member of the Global March Against Child Labour. Mr. Roselaers served 

with the International Labour Organization and headed the ILO's International Programme 

on the Elimination of Child Labour (1999 to 2005). Furthermore, he served on the Editorial 

Board of the UN Secretary-General’s Study on Violence against Children (published 2006). 

  

Ms. Nevena Vuckovic-Sahovic 

Member and General Rapporteur of the Committee on the Rights of the Child (2003-2009). 

Ms. Vuckovic-Sahovic is a fulltime professor at the Law Faculty, UNION University in 

Belgrade, Serbia, teaching International Public Law, and Family Law with Rights of the Child.  

 

 

For the 2016 selection, 2 past winners: Chaeli Mycroft (winner 2011, Republic of South Africa) and Baruani 

Ndume (winner 2009, DR Congo) have played an advisory role to the Expert Committee. 
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Nominees 

 
How many entries were there for this year’s prize?  
A record number of 120 children, 44 boys and 76 girls, from 49 countries were nominated. Please see the 
website for more information. 
 

Previous International Children’s Peace Prize winners Chaeli Mycroft and Malala Yousafzai are notable examples 

of people who have nominated a boy or girl for this year’s Prize. 

 

The 120 brave children have personally improved the rights of children in their respective countries on themes 

including Peace, Education and Child Participation. Especially noteworthy this year were the great number of 

nominations relating to the rights of children in refugee camps. Various nominees have fought courageously for 

the rights of children in such camps in order to combat violations including child labor and to champion refugee 

children’s rights to education and peaceful coexistence within local communities. Moreover, many of the 

nominations relate to girl’s rights. Several nominees have demonstrated wonderful commitment to combating, 

among other issues, child marriage, violence against girls and discrimination against indigenous girls. Other 

themes include access to technology, child trafficking, poverty, hunger, children with disabilities and 

environmental issues. 

 

Were there any nominations by renowned child rights advocates? 

During the nomination window, KidsRights received submissions from various famous children’s rights 

advocates, including Malala Yousafzai, who won the International Children’s Peace Prize in 2013 and went on to 

win the Nobel Peace Prize the very next year. 2011’s winner Chaeli Mycroft has also nominated a child, as did 

Mrs Tawakkol Karman, who was awarded the Nobel Peace Prize in 2011. Most nominations were from NGOs, 

both NGOs active on a national platform as well as international organizations such as Save the Children, SOS 

Children’s Villages and Plan International. 

 

Which countries submitted the most nominations? 

The top six nominating countries were India (ten nominees), Pakistan (nine nominees), Colombia (seven 

nominees), Afghanistan, Nigeria (six nominees) and Palestine (five nominees). 

 

Are the nominees in danger following the attention their nomination has generated, or are they safe?  

Most nominees are not in danger when they are nominated. KidsRights and the Expert Committee always take 

the personal safety of the candidates very seriously and we discuss this with the people and/or organisation 

around the nominee where a possible risk may be perceived as well as external knowledgeable parties 

(Ministries, Embassies etc). When the risk of being nominated is too high, the nomination will not be pursued.   

 

Can KidsRights guarantee their safety?  

We do as much as we can to safeguard the nominated children, however we can never 100% guarantee their 

safety. No one can. 

 

What happens to the runners-up, i.e. the two nominees who don’t win? Will they remain involved in KidsRights’ 

organisation and/or projects?  

KidsRights communicates their nomination, work and message in order to bring attention to their activities for 
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children’s rights.  We also encourage local organisations to use the nomination for the Children’s Peace Prize to 

seek attention for the nominee and his or her work at the national and local level. These final nominees also 

receive a certificate for their nomination.   

 

The finalists 
 

How are the final nominees for the International Children’s Peace Prize selected? 

Each year the three final nominees for the International Children’s Peace Prize are picked from submissions sent 

to us from all over the world. An Expert Committee assesses the candidates and comprises a selected list of 

nominees. For the 2016 selection, 2 past winners: Chaeli Mycroft (winner 2011, Republic of South Africa) and 

Baruani Ndume (winner 2009, DR Congo) have played an advisory role to the Expert Committee. 

 

And how is the winner selected? 

Each year the International Children’s Peace Prize winner is selected from nominations from all over the world. 

The Expert Committee goes through various rounds of evaluation. In all these rounds KidsRights investigates 

further upon request of the committee till 3 final nominees are selected. The shortlisted nominees are reviewed 

and investigated by KidsRights. A local visit to a nominee may also be part of the review process. After all the 

reviews are done, including an investigative visit to the envisaged winner by KidsRights, the Expert Committee 

then selects the winner of the International Children’s Peace Prize.  

 

Why does the organisation choose three nominees instead of just announcing one winner (as is the case with 

the Nobel Prize)?  

There can only be one winner of the ICPP. Yet, by communicating 3 final nominees, KidsRights supports the 

nominees to gain national and global attention for their good work and as such helps them to further their 

cause. 

 

What happens between now (announcement of 3 finalists) and the award ceremony? 

KidsRights prepares for the organisation of the ceremony. KidsRights helps the winner in preparing for receiving 

the prize and all that comes with it. Prior to the announcement of the three finalists, KidsRights will also share 

the stories of all nominees for which approval has been given online. We will raise global awareness on their 

powerful efforts to improve children’s rights, supporting them in the promotion of their work and celebrating 

the power of children as changemakers. 

 

Will winners from previous years attend the award ceremony? 

Yes.  One or more winners will be there to welcome their new fellow. Who will be there will be known closer to 

the ceremony considering taking their education commitments into account. 

 

What happens to the winners of previous years? Are they still involved with KidsRights’ operations?  

Absolutely, all winners receive a scholarship from KidsRights to enable him or her to obtain education up to and 

including a university master’s degree.  Secondly, financial care is made available to support the winner and his 

or her family in livelihood costs, where needed. This includes providing siblings with the opportunity to also go 

to school. Regular communication with – and coaching of -  the winner is done to support the winner in his life 

overall, oftentimes in collaboration with local supporters.  
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Secondly, in November 2014 KidsRights launched The KidsRights Youngsters to optimize the social impact of the 

International Children's Peace Prize winners. The KidsRights Youngsters is a unique advocacy and awareness 

raising platform of the winners of the International Children’s Peace Prize that aims to realize children’s rights, 

as outlined in the UN Convention on the Rights of the Child.  

 

Together, The KidsRights Youngsters urge decision-makers to put their words into action. They urge decision-

makers to constantly put children’s rights at the core of the (inter)national agendas and to collaborate with 

children and youth to substantially improve the quality of life of children around the globe. No one should be 

left behind. 

 

KidsRights supports and empowers each Youngster individually, but also as a group, in their local and 

(inter)national efforts as young changemakers for children’s rights. 

 

KidsRights supports and inspires The KidsRights Youngsters to contribute to their communities in the field of 

children's rights through local changemaking projects, to better understand their own local reality, to be able to 

act, and to inspire other children and youth to do so as well. 

 

KidsRights supports The KidsRights Youngsters also form the crucial link between (inter)national decision-making 

processes and local realities of children worldwide. Through (inter)national advocacy and awareness raising 

activities, KidsRights helps them voice out their concerns and raise solutions for today’s burning children’s rights 

issues and engage with relevant key stakeholders. Sustainable development starts with educated, safe and 

healthy children, who are able to grow up in inclusive, supportive and peaceful societies. Realising children’s 

rights more effectively calls for the perspective, experience and authority of children and youth themselves. 

 

With The KidsRights Youngsters, KidsRights works as a catalyst to ignite the creation of a global movement with 

children as changemakers for children’s rights. The KidsRights Youngsters mobilize and inspire children and 

youth to act for children’s rights and become strong changemakers. (Current online support base approx. 

104.000) 

 

Organisation 

 
What is the link between the Nobel Peace Prize and the International Children’s Peace Prize? 
The Children’s Peace Prize was launched by KidsRights during the 2005 Nobel Peace Laureates’ Summit chaired 

by Mikhail Gorbachev. Since then, the prize is each year presented by a Nobel Peace Laureate.  

 

What happens with the winner after the award ceremony? How will he/she be supported? 

The winner receives the statuette ‘Nkosi’, which shows how a child sets the world in motion.  The winner also 

receives a scholarship and a world-wide platform to promote his or her ideals and causes to the benefit of 

children’s rights. Furthermore, a project fund of €100,000, is invested by KidsRights in projects that are closely 

connected to the winners’ area of work and devotion. 

 

The winner receives a scholarship from KidsRights to enable him or her to obtain education up till and including 

a university degree.  Secondly, financial care is made available to support the winner and his or her family in 

livelihood costs, where needed. The prize also offers the winner a global platform to promote his ideals and 
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further his work. With this newfound attention, these young heroes’ messages reach an international audience 

of millions. This global attention will generate a higher level of cooperation and structural improvement for the 

realisation of children’s rights.  

 

The winner is also invited to join the Youngsters. In 2014, the winners of the International Children's Peace Prize 

joined forces as The KidsRights Youngsters to realise children's rights worldwide. a unique youth-led advocacy 

and awareness raising platform of the International Children’s Peace Prize winners, that aims to realise 

children’s rights, as outlined in the Convention on the Rights of the Child. 

 

The Youngsters urge decision-makers to put their words into action. They urge decision-makers to constantly 

put children’s rights at the core of the (inter)national agendas and to collaborate with children and youth to 

substantially improve the quality of life of children around the globe. No one should be left behind. 

 

How many previous editions of the Children’s Peace Prize have there been? 

The prize was launched by KidsRights during the 2005 World Summit of Nobel Peace Laureates at the Capitol in 

Rome, chaired by Mikhail Gorbachev. Since then, the prize has been presented every year by a Nobel Peace 

Laureate.  In November 2014, KidsRights celebrated the 10th anniversary of the prize. The prize will be awarded 

for the 12th time. 

 

Who / which parties support this prize financially? 

ABN AMRO is lead sponsor of the International Children’s Peace Prize award ceremony and sponsor of The 

KidsRights Youngsters. The prize and work of the winners is furthermore supported by private donations. The 

Children’s Peace Prize Project Fund of 100,000 euro is supported by af Jochnick Foundation. 

 

Does KidsRights spend donated funds on the Children’s Peace Prize? 

Yes, but most is contributed by our sponsors. 

 

And who are KidsRights’ financial contributors? 

Partners such as ABN AMRO Bank, NautaDutilh, af Jochnick Foundation,  trustfonds and smaller  companies as 

well as private donations. 

 

And who pays for education and further guidance of the winner?  

Private donations by trustfunds and individuals. 

 

Who pays for projects? 

Private donations by trustfunds and individuals as well as company sponsors. The Children’s Peace Prize Project 

Fund of 100,000 euro is supported by af Jochnick Foundation. 

 

Can you tell more about KidsRights Youngsters and their role at KidsRights? 

In November 2014, Om Prakash spoke out on behalf of The KidsRights Youngsters against child slavery together 

with Kailash Satyarthi, Nobel Peace Laureate and longstanding partner of KidsRights, at the End of the Child 

Slavery Week Global Campaign Launch as part of the Thomson Reuters Trust Women Conference in London. 

Kailash Satyarthi's organization Bachpan Bachao Andalan liberated Om Prakash from child slavery when he was 

8 years old. Om Prakash; “Worldwide, there is too much talking and not enough action! We all need to ensure 
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that stopping child slavery is part of the post-2015 development agenda. People worldwide need to give their 

support to children, listen to them and respond to their needs. We need to invest in education and health, rights 

that should be given to all children.” On January 13th 2015, Kailash Satyarthi personally delivered the global 

petition resulting from the campaign to United Nations (UN) Secretary-General Ban Ki-moon. More than 

550,000 people around the world signed the petition urging the UN to make abolition of child labor a key part of 

the Sustainable Development Goals (SDGs).  

 

In February 2015, on behalf of The KidsRights Youngsters, Thandiwe delivered the official keynote address at the 

opening ceremony of the UN Economic and Social Council (ECOSOC) Youth Forum in New York. Thandiwe urged 

UN Secretary-General Ban Ki-moon and other decision-makers present to put the rights of children and youth at 

the heart of the post-2015 development agenda. Thandiwe was the first young African woman to deliver the 

keynote speech at this important annual event.  

 

In July 2015, Kesz addressed the CATS Conference – Caux, Zwitserland. This annual conference, 'Children as 

Actors in Transforming Society' (CATS), provides children with the opportunity to work together with youth and 

adults for a sustainable and just society.  Kesz delivered, as the only youth, a keynote speech in which he shared 

his personal story, voiced out about the importance of child participation, education and health and reminded 

the audience that everyone can move the world. He received a standing ovation.  

 

In August 2015, the Global Forum on Youth, Peace and Security took place in Amman, Jordan. As the first forum 

of its kind, young people, youth-led organisations, NGO’s, governments and UN entities from around the world 

have gathered to ignite a turning point towards a new international agenda on youth, peace and security. The 

forthcoming Amman Youth Declaration will be to engage high-level decision-makers towards the adoption of a 

new international framework on youth, peace and security. From over 10.000 applicants, Baruani was invited to 

speak at the forum about his personal experience and remarkable efforts promoting the rights of refugee 

children in Tanzania. Structural problems need structural solutions”, says Baruani, and therefore he urges the 

UN High Commissioner for Refugees, António Guterres: 'to work with youth to call upon host states to fulfill 

their obligations to us, young refugees.  

 

At the 31st session of the UN Human Rights Council (Geneva, March 2016) the Special Representative of the 

Secretary-General on Violence against Children and KidsRights invited International Children’s Peace Prize 

winner 2015 Abraham M. Keita to a side event at the UN Human Rights Council. As a panelist, Abraham M. Keita 

spoke out on children's safety and protection at the launch of The High Time to End Violence Against 

Children Initiative. This is an innovative talent and time raising effort aiming to eradicate all forms of violence 

against children. As an outcome, people are mobilized to support SDG 16.2 to end violence against children. 

 

The KidsRights Youngsters have since November 2015 extensively contributed to the drawing up of a children’s 

policy for the International Criminal Court in The Hague concerning child victims and child witnesses. This policy 

will be officially launched on November 16th 2016, the first day of the 15th session of the Assembly of States 

Parties in The Hague.  
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