Wessanen UK scoops top food manufacturing Oscar
06 NOVEMBER 2017, CAMBERLEY, SURREY

SUMMARY

Wessanen UK, based in Camberley, has won a prestigious award at the Food Manufacture
Excellence Awards for the second year running in recognition of the excellence of its Clipper Teas
manufacturing plant.

W essanen UK, the natural and organic food company based in Camberley, has bagged a top
trophy in the food and drink manufacturing industry’s Oscars – the Food Manufacture Excellence
Awards – for its Clipper Teas factory.
Wessanen UK won the Me and My Factory: Editor’s Choice Award in recognition of the excellence of
the Clipper Teas manufacturing plant.
Ethical and organic, Clipper Teas has pioneered the UK development of organic, green and white
teas and became the nation’s first Fairtrade tea brand, while championing the unbleached tea bag.
The firm’s achievements were celebrated in front of hundreds of food industry guests, as site
manager, Anthony Buckton, collected the award from Dan Dixon, sales director with category sponsor
Foodex. They were joined on stage by awards host, English Rugby Union cup winner and former
team captain Matt Dawson.
The business has had a busy year boosting operational efficiency through a new daily lean
manufacturing regime and the installation of a new data management programme.
The next 12 months are likely to prove just as significant, as production moves to a new factory on its
current site, further boosting efficiency and overall capacity.
Ann Chambers, HR Director at Wessanen UK, said: “We are thrilled to have won another Food
Manufacture Excellence Award after scooping the prize in the Hot Beverages category just last year.
It’s testament to the exceptional work of our team to increase on-site productivity and efficiency to
improve operations and ultimately support the wider growth of the business.
“Clipper is fast establishing itself as a worldwide centre of tea and manufacturing excellence; the
progress we’ve made over the last few years has been, and will continue to be, a significant
milestone in the life of the Clipper brand.”
The award, judged by the Food Manufacture Group editorial team, is made to the firm with the best

record of manufacturing efficiency from those featured in Food Manufacture’s flagship feature series
Me and My Factory.
The judges agreed: “Clipper Teas has displayed an impressive commitment to increasing productivity
and efficiency on site. Achievements over the past 12 months include the daily implementation of
lean manufacturing and the introduction of a company-wide data management program.”
Finalists for the Me and My Factory: Editor’s Choice Award were Kendal Nutricare’s Ross Mahon,
Nim’s Fruit Crisps’ Nimisha Raja, Troy Foods’s James Kempley and Windyridge Cheese’s Melvin
Glynn.
The annual FMEAs, organised by William Reed’s Food Manufacture Group, now in their 17th year,
have become the premier showcase for British food and drink manufacturing excellence.
Food Manufacture group editor and FMEA judge Mike Stones said: “Judging by the calibre of entries
in this year’s food and drink manufacturing Oscars, Britain’s biggest manufacturing sector – food and
drink manufacturing – is well placed to take on the challenge of making the best of Brexit’s
opportunities while minimising its threats.”
Clipper Teas, owned by natural and organic food company Wessanen UK, continues to grow and now
exports tea and coffee to more than 50 countries worldwide including Australia and the USA.

  

QUOTES

"We are thrilled to have won another Food Manufacture Excellence Award after scooping the
prize in the Hot Beverages category just last year. It’s testament to the exceptional work of our
team to increase on-site productivity and efficiency to improve operations and ultimately
support the wider growth of the business"
— Ann Chambers, HR Director at Wessanen UK, Clipper Teas brand owner

"Clipper is fast establishing itself as a worldwide centre of Tea and Manufacturing excellence;
the progress we’ve made over the last few years has been, and will continue to be, a
significant milestone in the life of the Clipper brand"
— Ann Chambers, HR Director at Wessanen UK, Clipper Teas brand owner

"Clipper Teas has displayed an impressive commitment to increasing productivity and
efficiency at its Beaminster site. Achievements over the past 12 months include the daily
implementation of lean manufacturing and the introduction of a company-wide data
management program"

— Food Manufacture Group judges
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ABOUT WESSANEN UK

About Wessanen UK – www.wessanenuk.com
Wessanen UK is a natural and organic food company, with pioneering, healthy brands in expanding market
segments: Clipper Teas produces a wide range of hot drinks including the #1 organic and white tea brands, and
the first Fairtrade-accredited tea; Kallo makes market-leading, organic rice cakes, as well as other savoury
snacks, stocks, gravies and cereals; Whole Earth, best known for its peanut butter, manufactures organic
spreads, cereals and drinks; Mrs Crimble’s makes joyfully, wholesome and deliciously gluten-free macaroons,
cakes, biscuits and nibbles, for all to enjoy, and Almond Breeze, the increasingly popular, healthy milk
alternative.
Wessanen UK employs around 130 people in Camberley and Beaminster. Wessanen UK is CarbonNeutral
certified and, either directly or through its subsidiaries, accredited by or a member of a range of industry bodies
and associations including; the Fairtrade Foundation; the Soil Association; the UK Tea & Infusions Association,
and the Organic Trade Board.
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