
Wessanen UK pledges support to ITF's Sustainable
Community Forestry programme
Healthy and ethical food company will be providing financial support to help
charity to provide grants to successful applicants
20 SEPTEMBER 2016, OXFORD, UK

SUMMARY

The International Tree Foundation has officially announced a call for grant applications from

organisations looking to improve local livelihoods through the sustainable use of trees and related

income generation.

Healthy and ethical food company Wessanen UK – owners of Clipper Teas, Kallo, Mrs Crimble’s
and Whole Earth – will be providing financial support to enable the International Tree Foundation
(ITF) to deliver its Sustainable Community Forestry Programme.

The ITF has officially announced a call for applications for the programme, which will be accepted
until 17 October 2016. Grants will be available for both non-governmental organisations (NGOs) and
community-based organisations in sub-Saharan Africa, with proposals considered shortly after the
deadline.

The aim of the ITF’s Sustainable Community Forestry Programme is to provide funding to NGOs to
deliver community-level participatory projects that conserve and restore local forest resources and
associated biodiversity. It also looks to help organisations to improve local livelihoods through the
sustainable use of trees and related income generation, and to increase resilience to climate change.

This funding is made possible thanks to donations from the ITF’s supporters, both in the form of
legacies and also funds donated by companies that meet the ITF’s ethical criteria. Wessanen UK has
pledged financial support to help the charity to provide these grants to successful applicants.

Andy Egan, CEO at the International Tree Foundation, comments:

“We are grateful to Wessanen UK for their generous support for our Sustainable Community Forestry
Programme. We are looking forward to awarding grants to some exciting new projects for the year
ahead.”

Patrick Cairns, CEO at Wessanen UK, adds:

“As a business, we are passionate about protecting our living planet for current and future



generations, so it’s our pleasure to play be able to play a role in supporting the ITF’s Sustainable
Community Programme. We encourage interested organisations to submit their proposals.”

Grants of up to £3,000 are available for projects (for an initial period of one year) starting after 1
January 2017. 

The support of this new programme follows Wessanen UK recently becoming the first corporate
sponsor of ITF’s new 20 Million Trees Appeal, which aims to plant 20 million trees in and around
Kenya’s highland forests by 2024, when the ITF will celebrate its Centenary.

To find out more about the programme or to apply, visit
http://internationaltreefoundation.org/community-tree-planting-grants-for-uk-and-africa/.

QUOTES

"We are grateful to Wessanen UK for their generous support for our Sustainable Community
Forestry Programme. We are looking forward to awarding grants to some exciting new
projects for the year ahead."
— Andy Egan, CEO, The International Tree Foundation

"As a business, we are passionate about protecting our living planet for current and future
generations, so it’s our pleasure to play be able to play a role in supporting the ITF’s
Sustainable Community Programme. We encourage interested organisations to submit their
proposals."
— Patrick Cairns, CEO, Wessanen UK
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Wessanen UK is a natural and organic food company, with pioneering, healthy brands in expanding market
segments: Clipper Teas produces a wide range of hot drinks including the #1 organic and white tea brands, and
the first Fairtrade-accredited tea; Kallo makes market-leading, organic rice cakes, as well as other savoury
snacks, stocks, gravies and cereals; Whole Earth, best known for its peanut butter, manufactures organic
spreads, cereals and drinks; and Almond Breeze, the increasingly popular, healthy milk alternative.

Wessanen UK employs around 130 people in Camberley and Beaminster, and in 2014 its turnover grew to £57m.
Wessanen UK is CarbonNeutral certified and, either directly or through its subsidiaries, accredited by or a
member of a range of industry bodies and associations including; the Fairtrade Foundation; the Soil Association;
the UK Tea & Infusions Association, and the Organic Trade Board.
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