
 

 

 

 
 
FACT SHEET 
 
The Expanded 1776 
 

● Today, 1776 and Benjamin’s Desk announced they will join forces to expand operations 
across the Northeast. 

● Headquartered in both Philadelphia and Washington, D.C., the combined network will 
provide a greater density of innovation hubs and will supply entrepreneurs with 
additional resources in major metropolitan areas along the Northeast Corridor, including 
Washington, D.C., Wilmington, Del., Philadelphia, Pa., and New York City. 

● 1776 cofounder and CEO Evan Burfield will become Executive Chairman of the 
combined incubator network, which will operate under the 1776 brand.  

● Benjamin’s Desk cofounders Anthony Maher and Jennifer Maher will lead the 
organization’s day-to-day operations as co-CEOs. 

● Once the merger is complete, 1776 will have 22 employees. 
● The combined network will manage, operate, or license nearly a quarter million square 

feet of office space, including more than 94,000 square feet currently operated under 
the 1776 brand and more than 138,000 square feet currently managed by the 
Benjamin’s Desk team and their licensing partners. 

● 25 partnerships will carry over to or begin with the merged entity, including those with 
The University of Pennsylvania, Comcast, Northern Virginia Community College, and 
General Assembly. 

● The 1776 Seed Fund, which has invested in more than 30 startups over the past three 
years, will continue to operate as a separate legal entity from the 1776 incubator 
network.  

 
1776 Members 

● Currently, more than 2,100 people work from 11 campuses across the extended 
network. 

● On average, member companies employ four people each. 
● 34% of member companies report that they “bootstrapped” their growth in the past year. 
● To date, member companies have raised more than $580 million in capital. 
● Members can now enjoy expanded facility access, with reciprocity granted across the 

entire network. 
● Benjamin’s Desk and 1776 have hosted thousands of member and community events 

since their inception. 



● Through the Challenge Cup and Startup Federation, Benjamin’s Desk and 1776 have 
already hosted five events together. 

 
Fact Sheet — UNION 

● Upon completion of the merger between 1776 and Benjamin’s Desk, 1776 cofounder 
Evan Burfield will become the CEO of UNION, a global technology platform powering 
startup hubs and corporate open innovation programs. 

● 15 employees will join UNION as it completes its spin-out. 
● UNION has more than 3,000 member companies with nearly 19,000 users globally. 


