
Dossier de presse - EN.indd   1 21/06/16   10:57



Table of contents

PRESS RELEASE 3

ABOUT HARRY POTTERTM 4

VISIT THE EXHIBITION 6
 THE ROOMS 6
 ARTIFACTS PRESENTED 9

FILMOGRAPHY 11

EXTRA INFO 12

VISUALS FOR THE PRESS 14

PRACTICAL INFORMATION 18

CONTACTS 19



3

HARRY POTTERTM: THE EXHIBITION  
COMING TO BRUSSELS FOR A LIMITED SEASON!

Exhibition Opening at Palais 2 of Brussels Expo June 30th, 2016

Exciting news for all Harry Potter™ fans! This summer, Harry Potter™ fans in Belgium will finally have 
the opportunity to step inside the famous wizard’s world with Harry Potter: The Exhibition, hosted 
at Palais 2 of Brussels Expo. Since its world premiere in Chicago, the exhibition has already received 
more than 3.5 million visitors and has included stops in Boston, Toronto, Seattle, New York, Sydney, 
Singapore, Tokyo, Paris and Shanghai. 

Matthew Lewis, who played Neville Longbottom in the Harry Potter films, announced Brussels as the 
exhibition’s fifteenth stop to thousands of excited fans attending the 3rd annual  A Celebration of Harry 
Potter at Universal Orlando Resort during events on Friday, January 29. 

In partnership with Warner Bros. Consumer Products, Global Experience Specialists (GES) created the 
1,400-square-meter experiential exhibition, where visitors are able to enjoy dramatic displays inspired 
by the Harry Potter film sets and see the amazing craftsmanship behind authentic costumes, props and 
creatures from the films. Fire-Starter, Brussels Expo and Encore B are partnering with GES to present 
the exhibition in Brussels. 

From the moment guests enter Harry Potter: The Exhibition they are immediately immersed in the 
world of Harry Potter. Guests are greeted by an exhibit host who sorts several lucky fans into their 
favorite Hogwarts™ houses, then leads them inside the exhibition where their journey to favorite 
scenes from the Harry Potter films begins. The exhibition features settings from the films’ most popular 
locations—including the Gryffindor™ common room and dormitory; classrooms like Potions and 
Herbology; and the Forbidden Forest—which are filled with thousands of authentic props, costumes, 
and creatures used in the filming of the iconic series. In addition to the beautiful environments and 
displays, there are several interactive elements. Guests can enter the Quidditch™ area and toss a 
Quaffle ball, pull their own Mandrake in the Herbology classroom vignette, and even tour a re-creation 
of Hagrid’s hut and sit in his giant-sized armchair.  

The exhibition, in Brussels for a strictly limited engagement, will be open daily. Timed-entry tickets 
are required, and the last entry will be one hour and a half before the closing of the exhibition. Tickets 
to the exhibition are on sale at www.expoharrypotter.be. An exclusive audio tour is also available, 
providing behind-the-scenes insight into the making of the Harry Potter films, with commentary from 
the producers, prop designers, costume designers and creature designers.



“Harry Potter: The Exhibition has been captivating fans around the world and this summer we are pleased to 
bring this immersive experience to Brussels,” said Peter van Roden, Senior Vice President of Global Themed 
Entertainment, Warner Bros Consumer Products. 

“We are proud to welcome this fantastic exhibition to Brussels Expo. Young and old will be amazed!”, says 
Denis Delforge, CEO of Brussels Expo. “Brussels is very proud to be hosting this exhibition that will delight 
a huge fan base in Belgium. This kind of exceptional event doesn’t only have an echo in Brussels but also 
throughout Belgium and across Europe,” added  Philippe Close, president Brussels Expo.

“We are extremely excited about bringing the magic of Harry Potter™ to Belgium,” says Eddie Newquist, EVP 
& chief creative officer, GES. “Harry Potter: The Exhibition has been welcomed enthusiastically all over the 
world and continues to amaze fans with fans with its thousands of props, costumes and creatures.”

ABOUT HARRY POTTERTM
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ABOUT HARRY POTTERTM

Just before his eleventh birthday, a boy receives a letter that changes his life...and will captivate the 
imaginations of fans for generations. Harry Potter learns that he is the orphaned son of two wizards and 
possesses magical powers of his own. Invited to attend Hogwarts School of Witchcraft and Wizardry, Harry 
embarks on the adventure of a lifetime.

Throughout Harry’s adventures, he meets wizards who provide wisdom and guidance, among them 
Headmaster Albus Dumbledore; Professor Minerva McGonagall; Professor Severus Snape; and groundskeeper 
Rubeus Hagrid.

He also encounters extraordinary creatures and characters including Hedwig the owl; Fawkes the phoenix; 
Buckbeak the Hippogriff; and Dobby the house-elf, who comes to Harry’s aid in several dire situations.
The Dark wizard threatening Harry and the wizarding world is the evil Lord Voldemort, whose power and 
ambition attracts loyal and questionable followers, such as Bellatrix Lestrange and the Malfoy family.
 
In his fifth year at Hogwarts, Harry discovers that much of the wizarding community is in denial about the 
return of Lord Voldemort, and with his friends, Harry secretly recruits and trains Dumbledore’s Army, a group 
of students that includes Luna Lovegood, Ginny Weasley, and twins Fred and George Weasley.

Throughout years six and seven, the Dark forces rise to 
power and no one in the wizarding world is safe.  Harry 
and his friends embark on a perilous mission to find and 
destroy the remainder of Voldemort’s Horcruxes, a task 
that culminates with the deadly Battle of Hogwarts.
 
Harry Potter is one of the most successful theatrical 
franchises ever, with beloved characters and a heroic tale 
of good versus evil. The stories have inspired fans of all 
ages to immerse themselves in Harry’s magical world.
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VISIT THE EXHIBITION

THE ROOMS

Harry Potter™: The Exhibition is a unique immersion in the heart of the Harry Potter universe. Costumes, 
props, interactive installations and reconstructed emblematic places plunge visitors in a fantasy world.

SETTING 1 - Sorting Hat™
Hogwarts™ School of Witchcraft and Wizardry was founded more than 1,000 years ago by Godric Gryffin-
dor™, Helga Hufflepuff™, Rowena Ravenclaw™ and Salazar Slytherin™. At the beginning of each school 
year, the Sorting Hat divides new students into the four Hogwarts houses named after each of the four 
founders.  In this area, several guests per group are sorted prior to entering the Pre-Show of the exhibi-
tion. 

SETTING 2 - Pre-show
During the Pre-Show, guests watch an eight-screen montage of the Harry Potter film series. At the cli-
max, a train whistle is heard, followed by the roar of the Hogwarts Express. The wall of the Pre-Show rises 
to reveal the epic sight of a replica of the Hogwarts Express. Guests are escorted along the platform into 
the Portrait Gallery, which marks the formal beginning of the exhibition area.
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SETTING 3 - Gryffindor™ Common Room
Setting three takes visitors into the house of Harry Potter, Ron Weasley™ and Hermione Granger™. Known 
for bravery, daring, nerve and chivalry, members of Gryffindor house wear scarlet and gold, which can be 
seen in the school uniform costumes displayed in this scene. The Gryffindor area is guarded by a painting 
of the Fat Lady, similar to the gatekeeper of the common room in the films. On display in this area are 
many original artifacts that belonged to Harry, Ron and Hermione in the film series. Harry’s wand and 
glasses are displayed, along with Ron’s monogrammed sweater and wool hat, and the Howler sent from 
his mother. Also in this area, guests can see the Marauder’s Map.

SETTING 5 - Quidditch™
Quidditch, the most popular sport in the wizarding world, is featured in setting five. Harry became the 
youngest Seeker in a century at Hogwarts during his first year when he was selected for the Gryffindor 
Quidditch team. Ron and Ginny Weasley™ joined the team in later years, as Keeper and Chaser, 
respectively. Artifacts from their matches, including dozens of detailed Quidditch costumes and props, 
even the Golden Snitch™, are on display. Fans will see the Quidditch World Cup and Harry’s Nimbus 2000™ 
broom. Guests can try their hand at Quidditch, toss a Quaffle and earn a point for their house.

SETTING 4 - Classrooms
The fourth setting explores some of the classes the 
students experience at Hogwarts. In the Potions area, 
guests can view Professor Snape’s original costume, 
alongside his bubbling potions. In the Divination area, 
guests can marvel at the details of the exotic wardrobe 
of Professor Trelawney and gaze into her crystal ball in an 
effort to predict the future.
Students at Hogwarts learn to defend themselves against 
Dark Magic in the Defense Against the Dark Arts classroom, 
which contains a number of magical artifacts used during 
lessons. Here, guests explore displays featuring costumes 
and props from the classrooms of Professors Lupin™, 
Lockhart™ and Umbridge™, including a Cornish pixie.
In an area modeled after the Herbology greenhouse 
at Hogwarts, guests can pull a Mandrake from its pot 
and experience the screeching these plants make when 
disturbed.
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SETTING 6 - Hagrid’s Hut
Rubeus Hagrid™, Keeper of Keys and Grounds at Hogwarts, is the focus of the sixth setting. This unique 
area of the exhibition allows guests to see Buckbeak™ the Hippogriff and provides the opportunity to 
enter and tour a recreation of Hagrid’s hut, complete with a bubbling cauldron and hatching dragon egg. 
As Hagrid is half-giant, all of the furniture and many of the other items in his home are over-sized. This 
immersive environment allows guests to sit in Hagrid’s chair.

SETTING 7 - Forbidden Forest
Setting seven takes visitors to the dense woods on the Hogwarts grounds, the Forbidden Forest, which is 
strictly off limits to all students. Home to all types of magical creatures, including unicorns, Acromantula 
(giant spiders), centaurs and Thestrals, the Forest is well-known to Hagrid —who lives at its edge—
and Harry, who has some frightening encounters in this area in each film. Fans will recognize life-size 
centaurs, used as study models, as well as the Hungarian Horntail dragon and even Acromantula.

SETTING 8 - Dark Forces
Setting eight showcases Dark Magic elements used by Lord Voldemort™ and his followers, the Death Eaters, 
to gain power in the wizarding world. A collection of the darkest elements from the film series fills this envi-
ronment, including a close-up look at the Death Eaters’ robes and masks, and a Dementor™, Lord Voldemort’s 
costume and six of the Horcruxes, including a head model of Lord Voldemort’s loyal snake, Nagini.

SETTING 9 – Great Hall
Lit by candles that float above the room, the Great Hall at Hogwarts serves as the main meeting area for 
students. The climax of the exhibition, setting nine features props and artifacts from the magnificent 
Yule Ball, as well as costumes from notable characters such as Professor McGonagall and Professor 
Dumbledore™. 
And just before the entrance to the Great Hall, a recently added vignette which has been added to 
highlight the epic “Battle for Hogwarts,” showcasing battle-torn costumes for Harry, Hermione, Ron and 
Neville displayed in a rubble-strewn Hogwarts setting.
Additional features in the exhibition include the collection of Deathly Hallows (Elder Wand, Invisibility 
Cloak and Resurrection Stone), costumes such as Hermione’s silk dress and Ron’s dress robes from the 
Yule Ball and set dressing and props from Honeydukes and Weasleys’ Wizard Wheezes—among many 
other props used in the films.  
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Harry Potter’s School Uniform
worn by Harry Potter as seen in Harry Potter and the Order of the Phoenix. Harry Potter is known as ‘the 
boy who lived’ after Voldemort™ attempted to kill him as a baby.

Harry Potter’s Glasses
worn by Harry Potter, which were fixed more than once by Hermione Granger, as seen in the Harry Potter 
films.

Harry Potter’s Wand
made of holly with a phoenix-feather core from Fawkes’ tail. Harry’s wand is linked to Lord Voldemort’s 
wand by virtue of the fact that Fawkes provided the tail feather core for both wands.

Buckbeak 
the Hippogriff, as seen in Harry Potter and the Prisoner of Azkaban.

The Sorcerer’s Stone™
that Harry saved from Voldemort in Harry Potter and the Sorcerer’s Stone.

Marauder’s Map
given to Harry by Fred and George Weasley™ in Harry Potter and the Prisoner of 
Azkaban.

Harry Potter’s Nimbus 2000™ 
broomstick as seen in Harry Potter and the Sorcerer’s Stone.

The Golden Snitch™  used in the Quidditch™ matches at Hogwarts™ throughout the 
Harry Potter films.

Dobby™ the house-elf, a study model used in Harry Potter and the Chamber of Secrets.

ARTIFACTS PRESENTED

The exhibition offers fans a first-hand look inside the famous wizard’s magical world 
and the oppor tunit y to experience the amazing craftsmanship of hundreds of authentic 
costumes and props from the Harr y Potter f i lms.                             



10

Hermione Granger’s Gown
worn by Hermione Granger to the Yule Ball in Harry Potter and the Goblet of Fire.

Lord Voldemort’s Horcruxes
including Tom Riddle’s diary, Marvolo Gaunt’s ring, Salazar Slytherin’s locket, Helga Hufflepuff’s cup, 
Rowena Ravenclaw’s diadem, and Nagini—Lord Voldemort’s snake—the final Horcrux that was 
destroyed by Neville Longbottom in Harry Potter and the Deathly Hallows – Part 2 using the sword of 
Gryffindor.

Deathly Hallows display case, containing the Invisibility Cloak, Resurrection 
Stone and the Elder Wand (also known as Headmaster Dumbledore’s Wand), 
as seen throughout the film series and highlighted in the two part series fi-
nale, Harry Potter and the Deathly Hallows – Parts 1 and 2. 

Goblet of Fire™ Casket
used to carry the Goblet of Fire as seen in Harry Potter and the Goblet of Fire.

The Triwizard Cup, as seen in Harry Potter and the Goblet of Fire.

Death Eater Robes and Masks as seen in Harry Potter and the Goblet of Fire.

Dementor™ as seen in Harry Potter and the Prisoner of Azkaban.

Headmaster Dumbledore’s Robes worn by Hogwarts Headmaster Albus 
Dumbledore™ at the end-of- year feast in Harry Potter and the Chamber 
of Secrets. 

Lord Voldemort’s Robes
worn by Lord Voldemort™ during his confrontation with Harry in the gra-
veyard in Harry Potter and the Goblet of Fire.

Lord Voldemort’s Wand made of yew with a phoenix tail feather core. 
It is linked to Harry’s wand by virtue of the fact that the same phoenix 
(Fawkes) provided the feather for the core of both wands.
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About the Harry Potter™ Films
The Harry Potter films are based on the phenomenally successful Harry Potter books by author, J.K. 
Rowling.

Films
Harry Potter and the Sorcerer’s Stone™ (2001)                                                              
Harry Potter and the Chamber of Secrets™ (2002)                                                    
Harry Potter and the Prisoner of Azkaban™ (2004)                                                    
Harry Potter and the Goblet of Fire™ (2005)                                                                
Harry Potter and the Order of the Phoenix™ (2007)                                                        
Harry Potter and the Half-Blood Prince™ (2009)                                                        
Harry Potter and the Deathly Hallows™ - Part 1 (2010)                                                    
Harry Potter and the Deathly Hallows™ - Part 2 (2011)

Film Production
The films were principally filmed outside of London in Hertfordshire, England at Leavesden Film Studios. 
The authentic artifacts and costumes from the films seen in Harry Potter: The Exhibition are on loan from 
Warner Bros. Entertainment for the Exhibition world tour.

FILMOGRAPHY
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EXTRA INFO

ABOUT FIRE-STARTER / BRUSSELS EXPO

Fire-Starter  is a Brussels based Entertainment company. Launched in 2011 as a unique synergy between 
Brussels Expo, the City of Brussels and entertainment promoters, Fire-Starter has taken a primary position 
in the family entertainment market during its 5 years of existence. Specialising in shows, concerts and 
exhibitions, Fire-Starter has had the honour of presenting The Art of the Brick, Expo DinoWorld, Gateway 
to Space, Titanic: the artefact exhibition and now of course - the crown jewel of touring exhibitions - 
Harry Potter: The Exhibition. 



13

ABOUT ENCORE B

GLOBAL EXPERIENCE SPECIALISTS (GES)

Encore was created in 1987 by Pascal Bernardin and has been since a major player of the live entertainment 
business in France, presenting rock and pop artists (The Rolling Stones, Prince, Supertramp), family and 
Irish shows (Walking with Dinosaurs, Batman Live, Riverdance, Lord of the Dance° and musicals (Mamma 
Mia!, Bagdad Café the Musical).
Since 2008, Encore has developed the « edutainment» genre in France through different exhibitions: «Our 
Body The Universe Within” in 2008 and 2009, «Days of the Dinosaur” in 2010 and 2011, «Tutankhamon 
/ His Tomb and His Treasures” in 2012, «Titanic The Exhibition” in 2013,  « Ice Age Exhibition” in 2014.  
In 2015, Encore has presented Violetta Live, the live version of the famous South American telenovela 
selling over 260,000 tickets in France and Switzerland and the LEGO® exhibition «The Art of the Brick” in 
Paris and Zurich.

Global Experience Specialists, Inc. (GES), a Viad Corp (NYSE: VVI) company, is a global, full-service 
provider for live events, producing exhibitions, conferences, congresses, corporate events, exhibits 
and entertainment experiences. GES provides a wide range of services, including official show 
services, audio visual, cutting-edge creative and design, marketing and measurement services, and 
event registatation services – all with an unrivaled global reach. GES partners with leading shows and 
brands, including Warner Bros. Consumer Products, Spring Fair Birmingham, MAGIC, International 
Woodworking Fair, CONEXPO-CON/AGG and IFPE, Bell Helicopter and L’Oreal. GES’ National Servicenter® 
has been recognized with certification under the J.D. Power Certified Contact Center Program℠ for the 
past  seven years, and for the  sixth year in a row Ad Age has named GES as one of the “World’s 50 
Largest Agency Companies.” For more information visit www.ges.com.

ABOUT WARNER BROS. CONSUMER PRODUCTS

Warner Bros. Consumer Products, a Warner Bros. Entertainment Company is one of the leading licensing and 
retail merchandising organizations in the world. 

HARRY POTTER, characters, names and related indicia are trademarks of and © Warner Bros. Entertainment Inc. 
Harry Potter Publishing Rights © JKR. (s16)
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VISUALS FOR THE PRESS

All visuals must include copyright:
HARRY POTTER characters, names and related indicia are © & ™ Warner Bros. Entertainment Inc. 

Harry Potter Publishing Rights © JKR. (s16)
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PRACTICAL INFORMATION

HARRY POTTER: THE EXHIBITION
Palais 2, Brussels Expo
Opens June 30th 2016 for a limited run 

OPENING HOURS
Monday to Friday: 10:00 – 19:00 – last entry at 17:30
Weekends and holidays: 10:00 – 20:00 – last entry at 18:30
Special priced Tuesdays! Reduced adult ticket prices apply on Tuesdays.
Late night openings on every first Friday of the month: open until 22:00 – last entry at 20:30

TICKET PRICES *
Adults: 19,90 euro 
Adults on Tuesday: 16,90 euro 
Children (4-14): 14,90 euro 
Senior citizens, students: 17,90 euro 
Family Pass (2 adults & 2 children): 65 euro 
Group rates (from 10 people, online registration necessary): 16,90 euro pp 
Schools: 12,50 euro per student (online registration necessary)

*excluding ticketing fees
Audio guides are available separately.
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CONTACTS

MEDIA & PR
Dutch Speaking
Peter Monbailleu
Tel. : + 32 495 12 74 37
peter@mbpresents.be

WARNER BROS. CONSUMER PRODUCTS
Stephanie Clark
Director, Public Relations
(818) 954-7308
stephanie.clark@warnerbros.com

GES
Lea Antonio                                       
Director, Marketing
(818) 638-5949                                                  
lantonio@ges.com

French Speaking
Full Options - Emmanuel Deroubaix
Tel. : +32 2 763 23 32
deroubaix@fulloptions.com

BRUSSELS EXPO
Denis Delforge, CEO
communication@brussels-expo.be

ENCORE B
Pascal Bernardin
encoreb@encoreb.fr

MB PRESENTS
Manu Braff, promoter
manubraff@mbpresents.be




